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Ahora bien, dueo el Gtra, traedme, senor huStped, nqtteiot • 
Ubros, que los quiero tier. QMe me place, resporuUd el, ^ enm 
ir<mdo, en ju apnatmUi, $ac^^M ima malgHUa vie^a Mrmda 
eon una cadenitta, y abri^ndola, haB6 en ella ires libroigrandes 
y unos pajxles de may buena letra escritos de tnano»> — Don 
QyixoTs, Faxte L CApknlo 39. . ^ 

It is mighty weU, said tlie priest ; pray^ landlord^ bring me 
those books^ for I have a nund to see them. With all my 
heart/ answered the host; and^ going to his chamber^ he 
brought onl ajittip old dote».bagj witih a padlock and chain te 
it, and opening it^ he took out three laige volumes^ and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine dumcter.—- Jaktis's 
TVanslaHon. 
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Hear, Land o* Cakes and brither Soots^ 
Fiae Maidenkirk to Jonny Groats', 
If there's a hole in a' your ooats, 

I rede ye tent it, 
A duel's amang you takin' notes. 

An' faith he'll prent it 

Burns. 
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THE HEART OF MID^LOTHIATf. 



CHAPTER L 



So soon as I can win the •Abided King - 
I will be known your advocate. 

The Duke of Argyle led the way in silence 
to the small postern by which they had been 
admitted into Richmond Park, so long the 
favourite tesidence of Queen Caix)line, It 
was opened by the same faal&seen janitort 
and they found themselves beyotid the pre* 
cincts of the roy^'demesne. Still riot a word 
<was a[^ken on either side. The Duke pro- 
tiably wished fx> allow- his rustic prot6g6e 
time to recruit her faculties, dazzled 'atid 
Slink witli coltoquy siiblinie^; apd bet'^ixt 
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what she had guessed, had heard^ and had 
seen, Jeanle Deans's mind was too much 
agitated to permit her to ask any ques- 
tions. 

They found the carriage of the Duke in 
the place where they had left it ; and when 
they resumed their places, soon began to 
advance rapidly on their return to town. 

<< I think, Jeanie,'' said the Duke, break- 
ing silence, •* you have every reason to con- 
gratul^te yourself on the issue of your inter-' 
view with her Majesty.'* 

*^ And that leddy was the Queen her- 
'Wll ?" said Jeanie ; << I misd6ubt£d it wfieh 
J saw that your honour ididna put on your 
hat— -And yet I can hardly believe it, even 
when I hedid her speak it hersell." 

^* It was certainly Queen Carolinei" re- 
plied the Duke. ^^ Have you no curiosity 
ito.aee what is in the liCtle pocket-book ?* 
. 4« Do yaa think the pardon willi|| in i^ 
m ?? 'Sajid Jeanify trith the eager animation 
of hope. 

<«. Why, lip/' replied the Duke ^ ^4btt 
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28 unlikely. They seldom carry these things 
about them, unless they were likely to be 
wanted ; and besides^ her Majesty told yoa 
it was the King, not she, who was to grant 
it'* 

** That is true too/' said Jeanie ; *^ but 
I am so coniused in my mind«— But does 
your honour think there is. a certainty of 
Effie's pardon then ?*' continued she, still 
holding in her hand the unopened pocket* 
book. 

<< Why, kings are kittle cattle to shoe^ 
behind, as we say in the north,'' replied 
liie Duke ; <^ but his wife knows his trltn^ 
and I have not the least doubt that the 
matter is quite certain/' 

** O God be praised ! God be praised !" 
ejaculated Jeanie ; <^ and may the gude 
leddy never want the heart's ease she has 
gi'en me at this moment— And God bless 
you tffo, my Lord ! without your help I 
wad ne'er hae won near hen" 

The Duke let her dwell upon this sub- 
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ject for a donsidjexfthl6 'tjme^ cOiiolis; 'per- 
hap9« to/see bow loDg the ftieUngs <^ gratt- > 
tude would continue to supefaede those of- 
curiosity. But so feeMe was the latter feeL 
ing in Jeanie's mind, that his Grace, with, 
wfadm, perhaps, it Wia for the time a little 
stronger, wab obliged once more tp brings 
forward the subject of the Queen's presents 
It was opened accordingly* In ther idside 
of the case were the usual assortment of 
silk and needles, with scissars, tweazeFS^ 
&c. ; anjl in the pocket was a bank-bill 
for fifty pounds^ 

. The Duke had no sooner informed Jeanie 
of the value of this last document, for she: 
was linaccustomed ' to see notes for such 
Aims, than she expressed her regret at the 
mistake which had taken place.^ ^^ For the 
hussy itsell," she said, " was a very valu<» 
able thing for a. keepsake, with the Qu'eeri'a 
name written in the inside with her asfl hand 
doubtless— *Ce)5ro/m^ — ^as plain as couM be, 
and a crown drawn aboon it/' 
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» 

l%e ifaerefbre tendered the bill to the* 
Duke, requesting faim.to find some mode* 
(^ returning it to the royal Qwner; 

: ^ Not no, Jeanie,'* said the Duke» *< th6re 
is no mistake in the case. Her Majesty. 
knows yxm have been put to great expence, 
and she wishes to make it up to you!** 

- *^ I am sure she is even over gude/' said 
Jeamet ^f and it gUtds me muckle that I can 
pay back Dumbiedikes his siller, without 
digressing my father, honest man.** 

^ Pumbiedikes ? What^ a freeholder of 
Mid-Lothian is he not l^ said his Grace, 
whose occasional residence in that county 
made him acquainted with most of the he- 
ritors, as landed persons are termed in Scot- 
land^~*^ He has a house not far from Dal- 
krith, wears a black wig send a laced hat ?" 

. ^ Yes, sir,'' answered Jeanie, who had her 
reasons for being brief in her answers upon 
this topic. 

•* Ah ! my old friend Dumbie !'* said^ the 
Puke ; ^^ I have, thrice seen him fou, and 
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only once heard the sdund of his 
he a cousin of yours,. Jeanie?" 

** No, sir, my Lord." > 

<< Then he muat^be a well-vtisher, I sus- 
pect?** 

« Ye-— yes,— -my Lord, sir/* answered: 
Jeanie, bkishingi and with hesitation* 

<^ Aha ! then, if the Laird starts, I snp- 
posie my friend Butler lAast be.in. somel. 
^dnger?'* 

<^ O no, sir," ajusweredi Jeaqie- muoli. 
ssore readily, but at the: same tam^ blush- 
ii^ much more deeply, . . 

<« Well, tfeaniej" said the Duke, •* you/ 
are^.a girl may be safely trusted with youri 
awn matters, and I sliall enquire no further 
about (them. But as to this same pardon, 1 
must see to get it passed through the proper 
forms ; ind I have a friend in office who wHi, 
for auld lang syne, do me so much &voun 
And then, Jeanie, as I shall have.occaston 
to send an. express down to Scotland, who 
will travel with it safer and more a;wiftly 
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than^ you can do, I willtftke care to have it 
put into the proper channel} meatiwhile 
you may write to your friends by post of 
your good success,** 

" And does your Honour think/* i*aid 
Jeanie, ** that will do as weel as t were to 
take my tap in my lap, and slip my ways 
hame again on my ain errand ?" 

*« Much better, certainly/' said the Duke. 
" You know the roads are not very safe for 
a single woman to travel/* 

Jeanie internally acquiesced in this ol> 
servation. 

** And I have a plan for you besides; 
One of the Duchess's attendants, and one 
of mine — ^your acquaintance Archibald--- 
aire going down to Inverara in a i%ht cs^ 
lai^, with four horses I have bought, and 
there is room enough in the carriage for 
you to go with 'them as^ far as Glasgow, 
where Archibald will find means of send- 
ing you aafely to Edinburgh— And in the 
vay^ I beg ycm will teach the woman as 
much- as you can of the naystery of cheese- 

A 2 
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making, for she is to have i charge in the 
dairy, and I dare swear you are as tidy at)Out 
your milk-pail as about your dress." 

^* Does your Honour like cheese?" said 
Jeaniie, with a gleam of conscious delight 
as she asked the question. 

<< Like it?" said the Duke^ whose good- 
nature anticipated what was to follow,— 
*^ cakes and cheese are a dinner for an em- 
peror, , let alone a Highlandman." 

^* Because," said Jeanie, with modest 
conSdence, and great and evident self- 
congratulation, ^^ we have been thought so 
particular in making cheese, that some folk 
think it as gude as the real Dunlop j and 
if your Honour's Grace wad but accept a 
stane cH twa, blythe, and fain, and proud it 
wad make us. But i9ay)3e ye may like the 
ewe-milk or the Buckholmside cheese bet- 
ter ; or maybe the gait milk, as ye come frae 
the Highlands — and I canna pretend just 
to the same skeel 6' them ; but my cousiii 
J^an, that lives at Lockermachus. in Lanw 
mermuir^ I could speak to her, and"- 
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" Quite unne€€S3ary," said the Duke ; 
f* the Dunlop is the very cheese of which 
I am so fond, and I will take it as the 
greatest favour you can do me to send one 
ta Caroline-Park. But rememb^, be on 
honour with it, Jeanie, and make it all 
yourself, for I am a real good judge," 

*• I am hot feared,'* said Jeanie confident-^ 
Ij, ** that I may please your Honour ; for I 
am sure you look as if you could hardly find 
faalt wi' ony body that did their beat ; and 
weel is. it my part, I trow, to do mine.'* 

This discourse introduced a topic upon 
which the two travellers, though so differ- 
ent in rank and education, found each a 
good deal to say. The Duke, besides his 
other patriotic qualities, was a distinguish- 
ed agriculturist, and proud of his knpw^ 
ledge in that department. He entertained 
Jeanie with his observations on the differ- 
ent breeds of cattle in Scotland, and; their 
capacity for the dairy, and received so much 
information firom her practical experience 
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in return, that he promised her a couple of 
Devonshire crows in reward of the lesson. 
In shorty his mind was so transported back 
to his rural employments and amusements, 
that he sighed when his carriage stopped 
opposite to the old hackney-coach, which 
Archibald had kept in attendance at the 
place where they had left it. While the 
coachman again bridled his lean cattle, 
which had been indulged with a bite of 
musty hay, the Duke cautioned Jeanie not 
to be too communicative to her landlady 
concerning what had passed. ^< There is,*^ 
be said, << no use of speaking of matters tUl 
they are actually settled } and you may re^ 
fer the good lady to Archibald, if she presses 
yon hard with questions. She is his old ac* 
quainisuice, and he knows how to manage 
withher.'^ 

He then took a cordial farewell of Jeanie, 
sad ^ told hef to be ready in the ensuing 
week to return to Scotland—Hsaw her safeibf 
established in her hackney«ooach| and rdi- 
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edoffinhiaowncarriage, hmnmiDg a stan* 
za of the ballad which* he is ^id to have 
composed :-^ 

" At the sight of Dumbarton once again, 
ril cock up my bonnet and march amain^ 
With my clajrmore hanging down to my heel. 
To whang at the bannocks of bariey meal/* 

Berhaps ^ne ought to be actually a Scotch- 
man to oonceive how ardently, under all dis4 
titiction^ of rank i^nd situation,they feel theii; 
mutual connexjoq with each other as na« 
tives of the same country. There are, I be^ 
Iieve» more as^iatioiu;; coaunoQ to the in»- 
habitants of a rude and wUd^ th^ of a well 
cultivatpd land fertile country .5 Jtheir ances- 
tpTs have SQore seldom changed theirplace of 
jresidaiice; their mutual recollection of re- 
marl^able objects iff more accurate } the high 
^ thejlow are more interested in e^ch 
ot^r]» wel&r€ ; the fei^lings of kindred aud 
rel»tii9^ship ^e more, widely >ex tended, rand, 
iaiavword^tl^e bonds pf pat^iptic^afifectioi^ 
ahE9]i9 hftmMjdrable even;\sfh&n ^a little too 
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exclusively strained, have .more influenee 
on men's feelings and actions. 

The rumbling hackney-coach which tum^ 
bled over the (then) execrable London 
pavement, ata rate very different from that 
v^hieh had conveyed the ducal carriage to 
Richmond, at length, deposited Jeanie 
Deans and her attendant at the national sign 
of' the Thistle. Mrs Glass, who had been 
in long and anxious expectation, now rush-^ 
ed, full of eager curiosity and open-mouth* 
ed interrogation, upon our heroine, who 
was positively unable to sustain the over« 
whelming cataract of her questions which 
burst forth with the sublimity of a grand 
gardyloo :— ^* Had she seen the Duke, God 
bless him— >the Duchess— -the young la* 
dies? — Had sheiseen the King, God bless 
him — ^the Queen — the Prince of Wales-i- 
the Princess— or any of the rest of the 
royal family ?-- Had she got her sister's pur« 
don ? — Was it out and out— or was it only 
a commutation of punishment? — How far 
had she gone— »where had she driven 
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whom liad she 8een«-^what had been Baid— • 
what had kept her so long ?'^ 

Such were the various questions huddled 
upon each other by a curiosity so eager, 
that it could hardly wait for its o wn ^gratifi- 
cation. Jeanie would have been more than 
sufficiently embarrassed by this over-bearing 
tide of interrogations, had not Archibald/ 
who had probably received from his mas- 
ter a hint to that purpose, advaucdd to her 
rescue. " Mrs Glass/' said Archibald, " his 
Grace desired me particularly to say, that 
he would take it as a great favour if you 
would ask the young woman no questions, 
as he wishes to explain to you more dis- 
tinctly than she can do how her affairs 
stand, and consult you on some matters 
which she cannot altogether so well explain. 
The Duke will call at the Thistle to-mor- 
row or next day for that purpose." 

^* His Grace is very condescending," said 
Mrs Glass, her zeal for enquiry slaked fbr 
the present by the dexterous administration 
of this sugar-plumb--*** his Gra<;e is sensible 
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that I am in a manner acGountablefor the 
conduct of my young. kinswoman^ and nor 
doubt his Grace is the best judge how far 
he should entrust her or me with the ma-r 
nagement of her affairs/' 

" His Grace is quite sensible of that^*^* 
answered Archibald with national gravity, 
<Vand will certainly trust what he has to 
say to the most discreet of the two y a^d 
therefore Mrs Glass, his Grace relies yoa 
will speak nothing to Mrs Jean Deansf,- 
either of her own affairs or her sister's, un-^ 
till he sees you himself. He desired me 
to assure you, in the mean while, that all 
was going on as well as your kindness 
could wish, Mrs Glass." 

^* His Grace is very kind — very consider^ 
ate, certainly, Mr Archibald— his Grace's 
commands shall be obeyed, and — t-^But 
you have.had a far drive, Mr Archibalds as 
I guess by the time of your absence, . and 
I gciess" (with an engaging smile) ^ you 
winna be the waur of a glass of the right 
Ro» Solis." 
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^tlifaUk yoa, Mrs 6Ia8s/^said the great 
20111^ gceat mmt ^^ but i am unda* the ne- 
cessity of retarhiDg to my Lord directly.^ 
And making.hisr adieus cmlly to both cpu* 
sins, be left the shop! of the Lady of the 
Tbistli* 

^ I am glad yoqr .affidrs have prospered 

so YKi&f Jeamey my love/' said Mrs Glass ; 

-f^ thoi^h indeed there was i little fear of 

^b6m SO: aran a» the Dbke of Argyle was 

so coodesiaending as -t^- take them into 

hmidi I wiM 43sk yoUi tia questiotis about 

tiiem^ becausei his Grace^. who is most coti^ 

siderate and:^ prudent in (such mattery, in^ 

t^Mls" to tell me' all^ £hat you ken yourself; 

dear^ and doubtless a great deal more ; so 

that any thing that may lie heavily on your 

mind may be itbparted to me in. the mean*. 

time, as you see it is his Grace's pleasure 

that I should be made acquainted with 

the whole matter forthwith, and whether 

you or he^ tells it, will make no difference 

in the world, ye bed. If I ken what he is 

going to say be&rehiand, I will be much 
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jQoore ready to'gtvg i^y advioe^;aaifciUiib^er 
you or he tell me Afaoutii^ citmat ^antdi 
ti^goify aflei^ all, my de^. So iyou amy jmt 
aay wbatfever you like» only mind Xask yilii 
no questions about it" . / '. 

Jeanie was a little embarrassedir She 
thoujght that (ihe/communiottion: she had 
to make was pei%pa. the only me^ilns sba 
might have in her power to< gcadfy htt 
iriendly and hospitable^ kinswomati. Bilt 
her prudence instantly suggested that hm 
secret interview witbQueen Caroline, wfatcA 
seemed to pass under a certain sort of myts^ 
tery» was not a proper subject. for thegost* 
jsip of a woman like Mrs Glass, of whos* 
heart she had a much better opinion than 
of her prudence She, therefore, answered 
in general, that the Duke had had the exr 
iraordinary kindness to niake very particular 
enquiries into her si'sterfs bad iaffair, and that 
he thought he had found the means 6f putr 
ting^it a' straight again, but that he propo- 
sed to tell all that he thought about the 
matter to Mrs Gl^ss herself. 



TBB^BEAftT OF XID^LOTHttS. 19 

: Tllt8:iBd hot quite Mtitff th« peirtt^^^ 
Miitrctt of tiie Thistle. Searching m her 
ami iwill nppeet ahet in spite of her pro* 
ause^ urged Jeanie with stiU further qiies*- 
tions. ^ Had she been a' that time at' Ar* 
gyle-house? Was the Duke with her the 
whole time ? and had she seen the Duchess ? 
and had she seen the young ladies — and 
specially Lady (Caroline Campbell T — To 
these questions Jeanie gave the general re-^ 
ply» that she knew so little of the town that 
she could not tell exactly where she had 
been ; that she had not seen the Duchess, 
to her knowledge ; that she had seea two 
ladies, one of whom she understood bore 
the name of Caroline ; and more, she said, 
she could not tell about the matter. 

** It would be the Duke's eldest daugh* 
ter, Lady Caroline Campbell— there is no 
doubt of that," said Mrs Glass ; '< but» 
doubtless, I shall know more particularly 
through his Grace. — And so, as the cloth 
is laid in the little parlour above stairs, and 
it is past three o'clock, for I have been wait- 
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ing this bcmr for yon^ zxid I have h^ a snack 
myself and, as they used to say in Scotland 
in my time — I do not ken if the word be 
used now — ^there is ill talking between a 
foil body and a fasting*'^ 



J 
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CHAPTER IL 

Heaven first sent letters to some wretch's aid^— 
Some banished lover, or some captive maid. 

Pops. 

a 

By dint of unwonted labour with the pefi, 
Jeanie Deans contrived to indite» and gi^ 
to the charge of the postman on the ensu^ 
ing dajt no less.than three letters, an exer- 
tion altogether strange to her habits ; inso- 
much so^ that/ if 9iilk had been plenty, she 
would rather have made thrice as many 
Dunlop cheeses. The first of them was 
very brief. It was addressed to George 
Stauntont Esq. at the Rectory, Willing- 
ham, by Grantham J the address being 
part of the infbripation which she h^d ex- 
tracted from the communicative peasant 
who rode before her to Stamford* Jt was 
in these words :~ 
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" To prevent farder mischieves, whereof 
there h^th been enough, comes these : Sir, 
I have my sister's pardon from the Queen's 
Majesty, whereof, I do not doubt, you will 
be glad, having had to say naut of matters 
whereof you know the purport. So, sir, I 
pray fiir your better welfare in bodie and 
soul, and that it will please the fisycian to 
visit you in His good timB. Alwaies, sir, I 
pray you will never come again to see isry 
sister, whereof there has been too much. 
And so, wishing you no evil, bat even your 
best good,^ that you may be turned from 
your iniquity* (for why suld ye die ?) I reM 
your humble servant to commaiid, Te ifow 

The nett letter was to ber fiitfaer. il h 
too long altogether for insertion, so we on^ 
ly give a few extracts. It commenced— 

'* Deareri and truhf hanonred Fa^eri^\ 

<^This comes with lAy duty to infocsiil 

9 
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yoUf that it has pleased God to redeem that 

cipllvitie of my poor sister, in respect the 

Qneeh^ blessed Majesty, for whom we are 

tver bouird to prajt* bath redeemed her soul 

ftom d&e slayer, gnmting the ransom of her, 

^Mk is ane pardon or reprieve* And' I 

spoke mrith the Queen fiice to face^ and yet 

live ) for she is not nlnckle differing from 

ptber grand leddies^ saving that she hath a 

ftatAj presenoey and een like a blue hant^ 

jft' Imwl^s, whtlk gaed throu' and throu' me 

iftejtHte^nd dlirk-^And all tMs good was, 

alwayiuider:th€. Great GKver, to whom ail 

ak^ tot Instruments, wrought forth for us 

IgKjtte. Dttk/of Arj^le^ wfaa is ane native 

Afift-heactfid .Sottsman,) and /not fhridrfu*, 

I9de other fdks we kea o£^«-and Bkemse 

^edy epoi^i in l^estSal^ whereof he' hasr pro- 

inwed tq<gi?e ine.^a.Defonihird kye, of 

ivH^ iM'iaieniim^iirM, ahhoij^h I do still 

ImuA.biyilhii teal vlasifl^il^Airshiihe breeds 

mA I ba/ve pfosmieesl.iiim achecisef'and I 

^pfidi wuaa ye, if.Gdwtaaiytbe hakkii cam, 

ilMicjt qUtytjkiait stekuldisqek ber M of 
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tailkp as I am givea to luiderstsnji heihu 
acne of that breed, and is not scornfii^, bat 
will take a thing frae a puir. body, thaiit w^y 
lighten their heart of .the loading of detrt 
that they awe him. Also his Honouc the 
Duke will accept aneof our Dut^<^ chees^, 
jond it €;$dl be tny &ut if ^/better was over 
yeani^ in LowdeiL''4--^[Here^foltow some 
observadeds respecting the breed df^oMlk^ 
^nd the produce of the dairy, whicb'ilt U 
our intension to forward to the Soflfid '<tf 
Agr]k^ture.]-m^^everthelesiBi:thb3^1iied^ 
inatters .(^'the a£ber^hariest dfti^espetelr' itf 
;tbe:gteat.good which Providenlceii^glfli* 
ted na with-^and,' in e^cidi, !p6or Bfflefk 
iifbs And O, asj dor ftftket, mtee ii iMtk 
^feasizkl Qpod4€ii>0!aifercifui>ti>liec^'{liftt4lUr 
^Dofcwaiiit yabcffciepjhdk>nt:w&i&>wiUcidA&« 
Jberta^t tblfaer «i6Ives8^liof gn«Qepliri^aig# 
ji' comf&rt to.ydarjaingraie >I«EnMl i!iM«t 
&ther,;wai yei1etiilie;I.aBd keH diist' 'H^ 
hixeibf^ASAMk steinilgrijrmqed*^ ioiUHi 
;md>tfaak did talei\twfaflldiidrlQnt.i»«wiII4ie 
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fore ; and the rest of it is not knotted up 
in ane purse or napkin, but in ane wee bit 
paper, as is the fashion heir, whifk I, am as- 
sured is gude for the siller. And, dear fa- 
ther, through Mr Butler's means I had gude 
iKendsHip with the Duke, for their had been 
kindness between their forbears in the auld 
troublesome time bye- past* And Mrs Glass 
has been kind like my very mother. She 
has a braw house here, and lives bien aiid 
warm^ wi' twa servant lasses, and a man and 
a 'Gallant in the shop. And she is to send 
you doun a pound of her hie-dried, and 
^ome other tobaka, and we maun th|pk of 
some propine for her, since her kindness 
hath been great. And the Duk is to send 
the pardun doun by an express messenger, 
in respect that I canna travel sae fast ; and 
I am to come doun wi' twa of his Honour's 
servants — that is^ jqhn Archibald, a decent 
elderly gentleman, that says he has seen you 
iang syne when ye were buying beasts in 
the west f^ae the Laird of Aughtermuggi- 
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tie— but maybe ye winna mind him-^ny 
way, he's a civil, man — and Mrs Dolly Dut- 
ton, that is to be dairy-maid at Inveraray 
and they bring me on as far as Glasgo', 
whilk will make it nae pinch to win bame, 
whilk I desire of all things. May the Giver 
of all good things keep ye in your outgauna 
and incomings, whereof devoutly prayetk 
your loving dauter, 

" Jean Deans.'* 

The third letter was to Butler, and its 
tenor as follows :— 

'* Master Butler. 
** Sir, — It will be pleasure to you to ken, 
that all I came for is, thanks be to God> 
weel dune and to the gude end, and' that 
your forbear's letter was right welcome to 
the Duke of Argile, and that he wrote your 
name down with a kylevine pen in a leathern 
book, whereby it seems like he will do for. 
ypu either wi* a scule or a kirk ; he has 
enow of baith, as I am assured. And I have 
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seen the QueeHi which gavfe me a hussy case 
out of her own hand* She had not her crown 
and ^keptre, but they are laid bye for her, 
like the bairns' beat claise, to be worn when 
she needs them. And they are keepit in a 
tour, whiik is not like the tour of Libber^ 
ton, nor yet Craigmillar, but raair like to the 
castell of Edinburgh) if the buildings were 
taen and set down in the midst of the Nor** 
Loch. Also the Queen was very bounteous^ 
giving me a paper worth fiftie pounds, as I 
ara assured, to pay my expences here and 
back agen— Sae, Master Builer, as we were 
aye neebours bairns, forbye ony thing dse 
that may hae been spoken between us, I 
trust you winna skrimp yqursell for what is. 
needfu' for your health, since it signifies not 
muckle whilk o' us has the siller, if the other 
wants it. And mind this is no meant to baud, 
ye to ony thing whilk ye wad rather forget, 
if ye sujd get a charge of a kirk or ai scule,' 
as above said. Only I hope it will be a scule, 
and not a kirk, because of these difficulliea 
anent aiths and patronages, whjlk might 
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gang ill ddun wi' my honest father. Only 
if ye could oompas a harmonious call frae 
the parish of Skreegh-me-dead, fts ye anes 
bad hope of, I trow it wad please him weel j 
since I hae heard him say, that the root ^f 
the matter was mair deeply hafted in that 
wild muirland parish than in the Canogate 
of Edinburgh. I wish I had whaten books 
ye wanted, Mr' Butler, for they hae haill 
houses of them here, and they are obliged 
to set sum out in the street, whilk are sauld 
cheap, doubtless, to get them out of the 
weather. It is a mudkle place, and I hae 
seen sae muckle of it, that my poor head 
turns round— And ye k^n langsyiie i am 
na&^eat pen-woiBan-— and it is near eleve^ 
O'Clock o' the night. I am cumming down 
in good company, and safe — and I had trou- 
btes in gaun up, whilk makes me biyther of 
traa^^elling wl' kend folk. My cousin, Mrs 
Qrlass, has a braw house here> but a* thing 
is sae poisoned wi' snuff, that I am Hke to 
be scomfished whiles. But what signifies 
these things, in comparison of the great de- 
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lirerance whilk has been vouchsafed to my 
father's houee, in whilk you, as our auld and 
dear well-wisher, will, I dout not, rejoice 
and be exceedingly glad. And I am, deaf 
Mr Butler, your sincere well-wisher in tem- 
poral and eternal things. 

After these labours of an unwonted kind, 
Jeanie retired to her bed, yet scafce could 
sleep a few minutes together, so often was 
she awakened by the heart- stirring consci- 
ousness of her sister's safety, and so power- 
fully urged to deposit her burthen of joy, 
where she had before l^id her doubts and 
sorrows, m the warm and sincere exercises 
ofdevotion* 

All the next, and all the succeeding day, 
Mrs Glass fidgetled about her shop in the 
agony of expectation, like a pea (to use a 
vulgar simile which her profession renders 
appropriate,) upon one of her own tobacco- 
pipes. With the third morning came the 
expected coach, with four servants clusteir- 
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ed behind on the foot-board, in dark-brown 
and yellow liveries j the Duke in person, 
ivith laced coat, gold- headed cane, star and 
garter, al], as the story-bobk says, very 
grand. 

He enquired for his littie countrywoman 
at Mrs Glass, but without requesting to 
see her, probably because he was unwilling 
to give an appearance of personal inter- 
course betwixt them, which scandal might 
have misinterpreted. *« The Queen," he said 
to Mrs Glass, *< had taken the case of her 
kinswoman into her gracious consideratioity. 
and being specially moved by the affbe* 
tionate and resolute character of the elder 
sister, had condescended to use her power- 
ful intercession with bis Majesty, in conse- 
quence of which a pardon bad been dis- 
patched to Scotland to Effie Deans, on con- 
dition of her banishing herself forth of Scot- 
land for fourteen years. The king's advo- 
-cate had insisted," he said, ** upon this qua- 
lification of the pardon, having pointed out 
tp bis Majesty 'is mini&teirs tbat.witbip the 
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course of only seven years, twenty-one in- 
stances of child murther had occurred in 
Scotland." 

" Weary on him !" said Mrs Glass, •• what 
for needed he to have telled that of his ain 
country, and to the English folk abune a* ? 
I used aye to think the advocate a douce 
decent man, but it is an ill bird — begging 
your Grace's pardon for speaking of such 
a coorse bye-word. And then what is the 
poor lassie to do in a foreign land ? — Why, 
waes roe, its just sending her to play the 
same pranks ower again, out of sight or 
guidance of her friends." 

« Pooh I pooh !'• said the Duke, «* that 
need not be anticipated. Why, she may 
come up to London, or she may go over to 
America, and marry welt for all that is come 
and gone/' 

** In troth, and so she may, as your 
Grace is pleased to intimate," replied Mrs 
Glass ; " and now 1 think upon it, there is 
my old correspondent in Virginia, Ei)hrairQ ^^ 
Buckskin, that has supplied the Thistle this 
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forty years with tobacco^ and it is not a lit-^ 
tie that serves our turn» and he has been 
writing to me this ten years ta send him 
out a wife. The carle is not above sixty, 
and hale and liearty, and well to pass in the 
world, and a line from my hand would Set- 
tie the matter,.ahd Effie Deans^s misfortune 
(forbye that there is no special occasion to 
speak about it) would be thought little of 
there.'* 

" Is she a pretty girl ?^' said the Duke, 
«• her sister does not- get beyond a good 
comely sonsy lass.** 

"Oh, far prettier is Effie than Jeanie,!* 
said Mrs Glass ; «* though it is long since 
I saw her my sell, but I hear of the Deanses 
by all my Lowden friends when they come — 
your Grace kens we Scots are clannish bo- 

dies.'^ 

^ So much the better for us,** said the 
Duk«, " and the worse for those who med- 
dle with 'us, as your good old-fashioned 
Scots sign says, Mrs Glass. And now I 
hope you will approve of the measure 
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I have taken-for restoring your kinswoman 
to her friends." These he detailed at length, 
and Mrs Glass gave her unqualified appro- 
bation! with a sfiiile a.nd a curtsey at every 
sentence. ** And now^ Mrs Glass* you 
must tell Jeanie, I hope she will not forget 
my cheese when^she get^down to Scotland. 
Archibald has my orders to arrange all her 
expenees^" 

"Begging your Grace's fumble pardon,'* 
said Mrs Glass, ^< it's a pity to trouble your* 
self about them y the Deanses are wealthy 
people in their way,^aiid the lass has money 
in her pocket.**^ 

** That -s all very true,** said the Dukfl ; 
** but you know where MacCallummQf-e 
travels he pays all ;. it is qqr highland pri- 
vily to take fram alt what we want, and 
to give to all what they want/* . ^ 

«* Your Grace's better at giving than 
taking," sdidMfS Glass. 

"To shew. you the; contrary,'' said the 

. Buke, "I will fill my box out of this canni^er 

without paying you a bawbee V' ^^^ again 

b2 
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desiring to be remembered to Jeanie, with 
'his good wishes for her safe journey, he de- 
parted, leaving Mrs Glass uplifted in heart 
and in countenance^ the proudest and hap-, 
piest of tobacco and snuff dealers. 

Reflectively, his Grace*d good humouF 

* and affability had a favourable effect upon 

' Jeanie's situation. Her kinswoman, though 
civil and kind to her, had acquired too 
miJch of London breeding to be perfectly 

' satisfied with her cousin's rustic and nation- 
al dress, and was, besides, something scan- 

' dalized at the cause of her journey to Lon- 
don. Mrs Glass might, therefore, have been 

V less sedulous in her attentions towards Jea* 
nie, but for the interest which the foremobt 
of tlie Scottish pobles ffor such, in ail meifs 
estimation, was the Duke of Argyle) seemed 
to take in her fate. Now, however, a»*a 
kinswoman whose virtues and domestic af- 
fections had attracted the notice and ^^ 
probation of rcry^aity itself^ Jeanie stood -to 
her relative in a light very different and 
much more favourable, aqd was n0t only. 
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treated with kindness, but with actual ob«^ 
servauce and respect. 

It depended upon herself alone to have 
made as many visits, and seen as many 
sights, as lay within Mrs Glass's power 
to compass. But, excepting that she dined 
abroad with one or two ** far-away kins- 
folk," and that she paid the same respect, 
on Mrs Glass's strong urgency, to Mrs De*- 
puty Dabby, wifie of the Worshipful Mr 
.Deputy Dabby, of Farringdon Without, 
she did not avail herself of the opportuni- 
ty^ As Mrs Dabby was the second lady of 
great rank whom Jeanie had seen in Lon- 
don, she used sometimes afterwards to draw 
z parallel betwixt her and the Queen, in 
which she observed, that '< Mrs Dabby 
was dressed twice as grand, and was twice 
as bigy and spoke twice as loud, and twice 
as muckle as tiie Queen did, but she hadna 
the same goss-hawk glance that makes the 
akin creep, and the knee bend ; and though 
she had vtry kindly gifted her with a loaf 
gf sugar and twa punds of tea, yet she had- 



S6 TALES OF MY JLANDLORXK 

na a'thegether the sweet look that the Queen 
had when she put the needle-book into her 
hand." ' 

Jeanie might have enjoyed the sights and 
novelties of this great city more, had it not 
been for the qualification added to her sis 
ter's pardon, which greatly grieved her af-^ 
fectionate disposition. On this subject, how- 
ever> her mind was somewhat relieved by a 
letter which she received in return of post, 
in answer to that whigh she had written to 
her father. With his affectionate blessing, 
it brought his full approbation of the step 
which she had taken, as ope inspired by 
the immediate dictates of Heaven, and 
which she had been thrust upon in order 
that she might become the means of 6af6 
ty to a perishing household. 

" If ever a deliverance was dear and pre^ 
cious, this,^' said the letter, ** is a dear and 
precious deliverance^ — and if life saved can 
be made more sweet and savoury, it is when 
it Cometh by the hands of those ivhocb we 
hold in the ties of affection. And do not 
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let your heart be disquieted within you, 
&at this victim, who is rescued from the 
hcnrns of the Itltar, wbereuntil she was fast 
bound by the chains of human law, is now 
to be driven beyond the bdunds of our 
land. Scotland. id a Wesscd land to those 
who love the ordimmcesof Cliristiahity, and 
it h a filer land to look upon; and dear to 
them whohave dwelt in it a' their days j and 
weel said that Judicious Ghristian, worthy 
«7obn Livingstone,^ a sailor in Borr6wstoun« 
ndsis, as the faiiious Patrick Walker f eporteth 
his words, that hdVt^b^rt he thought Scotland 
was a Gehennah of wickedness when he was 
at home, yet, when he was abroad, he ae* 
counted it ane paradise; for the evils of Scot- 
land he fbtind everywhere, and the good 
i^f Scotland he found no ^here. Bat we 
are to holditi rfeniembrance thkt Scotland, 
thougli it be otir native land; and the land 
of out fethers, is ftot like Goshen, in Egypt, 
on whilk the sUb ol* the heavens and of thfe 
gospel sliiti6th allenarfy, and Icaveth the rest 
: 4 
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of the world in utter darkntss. Therefore, 
and also because this increase of profit at 
SaintLeooard'sCragSs^niay be acauld wajSfof 
wind blawing from the frozen land of earthly 
self, where never plant of grace took root 
or grew, and because my concerns make 
ine take something ower muckle a grip of 
thegearof the warld inmine arms, J receive 
this dispensation anent Effie as a call to 
depart out of Haran, as righteous Abraham 
of old, and leave my father's kindred l^ld 
my mother's ho.Mse^ a<Qd the ashes a^d mpuld 
of them who have goue to sleep before m^^ 
and which wait to be mingled with these ^iJild 
crazed bones of mine own. And my he^tia 
lightened to do this, when I call to miud the 
decay of active and earnest rreligion tp ^his 
.land, and survey the height and. the d^t^ 
the length and the breadth of national de^^ 
tions, and how the love of maj:iy is waKiqg 
lukewarm and cold ; and I am strength^^p^ ^ 
in this resolution to change m^don^i^ildi^lik^- 
wise^as i bear that store*;fannjS^^t{^^jpj^j^ 
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an easy mail in Nortliumberland, where there 
are many precious souU that are of our true^ 
though suffering persuasion. And sic part of 
the kye or stock as I j«dge it fit to keep, may 
be driven thither without incomroodity — say 
about Wooler, or that gate— keeping aye 
a shouther to the hills, and the rest may be 
sauld to gude profit and advantage, if we 
had grace weelto use and guide these gifts 
of the warld» Hie Laird has been a true 
friend on our unhappy occasions, and I have 
paid him back the siller for Effie's misfor- 
tune, whereof Mr Nichel Novit returned 
him no balance^ as the Laird and I did ex- 
. pect he wad hae done. But law licks up a% 
as the common folks say.*— I have had the 
siller to borrow out of sax purses. Mr Sad- 
dletree advised to give the Laird of Louns- 
beck a charge on his band for a thousand 
marks. But I hae nae broo' of charges^ 
sinde that awfii' morning that a tout of a 
horn^ at the cross of Edinburgh^ blew half 
the Mthfu* ministers of Scotland out of 
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their pulpits. — However I sail raise an adjii* 
dication, whilk Mr Saddletree say^ comes 
: instead of the auld appristngs, and W'ill not 
, lose weel-won gear with the like of* hkn if 
it may be helped. As for the Queen, and 
the credit that she hatb done to a poor 
man's daughter, and the mercy and the 
griace ye found with ker, L can onl)^ p»y 
for her weel-being here and hereafter, for 
the establishment of her house now and for 
ever, upon the throne of these kingdoms; 
I doubt not but wliat you told her Majesty, 
that I waa the same David Deans of whom 
there was a sport at the Revolution when 
,1 noited.thegither the heads of twa false 
prophets^ these ungracious Graces the pre- 
lates^ as they stood on the Hxe-streeti after 
being expelled from the Cdnvention^^parlia- 
ment. The Duke of Argyle i3 a sable and 
, true-hearted nbbleman, w^o pleads the 
cause of the poor, and tho^e who have none 
to help them y verily .his reward sbaU not be 
lacking unto him.. I have he^ witting of 
many things, but not of that whilk 
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nesH^est mine heart. I have seen the mis- 
guided tbiBg; she wiU be. at freedom the 
morn, on enacted qatition that she shall 
leave Scoil^nd m . four weel^s. Her mind 
is in an evil frame» — casting her eye back* 
ward on £gypt>. I dpubt, as if the bitter 
waters of the wikleraess were harder to 
endure, than the brick fiirnaces^. by the 
side of whicix there were savoury flesh-potf* 
I need not bid you make haste down, for 
you are, ^excepting always my Great Mas- 
tej^, my , only, comfort in thes^ straightfi. 
, Jr d^aigo* ycju to withdraw your feet from 
tbe^.^elu/sion of that Vanity-fair in whilk. 
ye are a sojQurner, aqd not to go to their 
worsbjpt wlxilk^is'antilLmumbled mass, as it 
was weel termed by James the Sext, though 
. be aftef ward^, with his unhappy son, strove 
to briqg. it ower back and belly into his na- 
tive kingdom, wherethrough their race have 
been cut off as foam uponthe water^andshaU 
be as wanderers amoi^ the nations-^see 
the prophecies of Hosea, ninth and seven-^ 
teentb, and the same^t tenth and seventlu 
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But us and our house, let us say with the 
same prophet ; *• Let us return to the 
Lord, for he hath torn and he will heal 
us — He hath smitten, anfd he will bind us 
up/' * 

He proceeded to say, that he approved 
of her proposed mode of returning by Glas- 
gow, and entered into sundry minute par- 
ticulars not necessary to be quoted. A 
single line in the letter, but not the least 
frequently read by the party to whom it 
was addressed, intimatedi that ^* Reuben 
Butler had been as a son to him in his sor- 
rows." As David Deans scarce ever nietl- 
tioned Butler before, without some gibe, 
more or less direct, either at his carnal 
gifts and learning, or at his grandfather's 
heresy, Jeanie drew a good omen from no 
'such qualifying clau*^e being added to litis 
sentence respecting him. ' * 

A lover's hope resembles the bean in the 
nursery tale, — let it once take root, and it 
will grow so rapidly, that in the cour^ 6f 
a few hours the giant Imagination btoilda-a 



THE HEART OF MlD-LOTHIAN. 43 

castle an the top, and by and bye comes 
Disappointmertt with the •* curtal axe,*' and 
hews downboth the plant and the superstruc- 
ture. Jeanie's fancy, though not the most 
powerful of her faculties, was lively enough 
to transport her to a wild farm in Northum* 
berland, well stocked with milk-cows, yield 
beasts and sheep ; a meeting-house hard by, 
frequented by serious presbyterians, who 
had united in a harmonious call to Reuben 
Butler to be their spiritual guide ; — Effie 
restored, not to gaiety, but to cheerfulness 
at least ;-^their father, with his grey hairs 
smoothed down, and spectacles on his nose; 
— ^herself, with the maiden snood exchan- 
ged for a matron's curch— all arranged in 
a pew in the said meeting-house, listening 
to words of devotion, rendered sweeter and 
more powerful by the affectionate ties which 
combined them with the preacher. She 
cherished such visions from day to day, un« 
til her residence in London began to be- 
come unsupportable and tedious to her» 
and it was with no ordinary satisfaction 
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that she received a- siuhmoos^ from Argyle*- 
house, requiring, bet^ in two days to be pre- 
l>ared to join their northward party* 



* ' 9 I 
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CHAPTER in. 

I * 

■ r 

One was a female, who had grievous ill 
Wrought in revenge, and she enjoyed It sti)} ; 
Sullen she was, and threatening ; in her eye 
Glared the stern triumph that she dared to die. 

Crabbe. 

The summons of preparation arrived af- 
ter Jeanie Deans had resided in the metro- 
polis about three weeks. 

On the morning appointed she took a 
grateful fareweHof Mrs Glass, as that good 
woman's attention to Tier particularly re- 
quired, placed herself and her moveable 
goods, which purchases and presents had 
greatly increased, in a hackney-coach, a'tid 
joined her travelling cbmpanions in the 
housekeeper's ^partm^nt at Argyle house,^ 
Vhile the "carriage was getting ready, sHc 
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ivas informed that the Duke wished te 
speak with her ; and being ushered into a 
splendid saloon^ she was surprised to find 
that he wished to present her to his ladjr 
and daughters. 

" I bring you my little countrywoman. 
Duchess," these were the words of the in- 
troduction } " With an army of young fel- 
lows, as gallant and steady as she is, and a 
good cause, I would not fear two to one.** 

" Ah, papa !" said a lively young lady, 
about twelve years old, " remember you 
wpre full one to two at Sberiff^mair, and 
yet,'' (singing the well known ballad)*»- 



c» 



Same 9AJ that we wiin^ and soiiiie my that ihej ^tkb, 
And some say that naiie wan at bl, man ; 
But of ae thing I'm sure, that on Sheriff-muu: 
A Jbattle there was thiat I saw^ man«'' 



" What, little Mary turned Tory on my ( 

hands ?—-:This will be fine news for our^ 

countrywoman to cariy down to Scotland \^i 

,/' We may all turn.tpries for the thankM 
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we have gotteo fqr remainiDg whigs,*' said 
the second yoqng lady* 

" Well, hold your p^ace, you discontent- 
ed monkies, and go dress your babies ; and 
' as for the Bob of Dumblane, - « 

' "If it wasna weel bobbit, weel bobbit^ wecl bobbi4^ * 
Kit vasna weel hdbhit, we'll bobb it again." 

" Papa's wit is running low," said Lady 
Mary ; " the poor gentleman is relating 
bimselfi— he sang that on the field of battle 
when he was told the Highlanders had cut 
iw lejft wing, to pieces with their clay-' 
mores." 

A pull by the hair was the repartee to 
(hk sally. 

'^ Ah ! brave Highlanders and bright 
claymores," said the Duke, *• well do I 

wish them, V^^^ ^' ^^^ ^11 they hae done 
Bie yet,' as the song goes. — Bvit come, mad* 
saps, say a civil word to your countrywo- 
man — I wish you h^d half her canny hame- 
J sense ; I think you may be as leal and 
me-hearted.'* 

10 
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' The Ducbess^advancedj'aha, in few ^btas, 
in which there was afe much kindness as cu 
vflity, assured jeanie of th^ resjpect which 
she had for a character so aSectidnate, and 
yet so firm^ arid added^ *^ When you get 
home, you will perhaps hear from me.*^ 

«« And from me.** " And from me.** 
** And from me, Jeanie," added the young 
ladies one after the other, ^* for you are a 
credit to the land we lave so well/' * 

' Jeanie, overpowered with these unex- 
pected compliments^ and not aware that 
the Duke's investigation had made him ac- 
quainted with 'her behaviour on her sister's 
trial, could only answer by blushing, and 
curtseying round and around, and uttering 
at intervals, " Mony thanks! mony thanks!" 

* «* Jeanie," said the Duke, y you must 
have dock an' dorroch, or you will ,be un« 
abl^toHraveL" ' . V • 

There was a salver with <^ake and "Wim 
oil the table. He took up a gbss, d rani 
••'to all true hearts that lo'ed Scdtland/ 
and offered a glass to his guest 
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» ' • - • . , . . 

Jean1e,however, declined it, sayings 'Hbat 

• • • . 

she Had never tasted wine in her life." 

^ How comes that, Jeadie?** said the ' 
Duke,-— ^^ wine maketh glad the hearty you - 
know.** 

' ^ Ay, sir, but my father is like Jonadab 
the son of Rechab, who charged his chil* 
dren that they should drink no wine.** 

'^ I thought your father would have bad 
more sense,^ said the Duke, <* unless, in- 
deed, he prefers brandy. But, however, 
Jfeanie, if you will not drink, you must eat, 
to save the character of my house.'* • 

fie thrust upon her a large piece of dake, 
nor would he permit her to break off a irag-' 
nfent, and lay the rest on the salver. ^* Put 
it in your pouch, Jeanie,'* said he; ^ybu 
will be glad of it before you see St Gf test's 
steejple. I wish to heaven I i|vere to see H 
a^ sobn as you ! and io my b»t teTviee to 
afi my friends at and about Acdd Eeekie, 
and a blithe journey to you.** 

'And, mixing the frankness of a iioldier 

VOL. if. c 
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wjtb }m nfttural ad&bflityf he shook lum^s 
with Ms proteg^t ai^d ciNBmitted her ta . 
the chaxge of Archifoald» satisfied that he 
had provided sufficiently for her. being at^^ 
tended to by his domestics, from the up* 
usual attention with which he had himself 
treated her. 

Accordingly^ in the course of her jq^r*^ 
ney, she found both her companions dispo- 
sed to pay her every possible attention, so 
that her return, in point of ^se and safety, 
formed a strpog contrast to hef jaqrney to 
London. 

\ Her heart also was diiri)urthened of. the 

• ' * . ■ 

weight of grief, shame, apprehensipp,. and 
. fefu*^ Mfhich had loadjed her before; l^^r inter- 
view ,with the Queen ^t Richmond. But 
^ the tkuman mind is so strangely capricious^ 
/ that,^ when freed fi'om tiie.pressu|re of lejd 
n^aer)^ ,:i(t .becomes q^eo and sensitive to . 
the apppe^^nsion of ideal calamities. She 
was now much (disturbed in min4» thatshe 



6 
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whom the operatiob of writing was so much 
more familiar than it was to herself* 

^ It would have cost him sae little fash,^ 
she said to herself; ^^ for I hae seen his pen 
I gang as fast o^er the paper, as ever it did 
jOwer the water wheti it was in the grey 
goose's wing. Waes me ! maybe he may 
be badly*— but then my father wad likely 
hae said something about it-— Or maybe he 
I may hae ta'en the rue, and kens na how to 
let me wot ^of bis change of mind. He 
needna be at muekle fash about it,"-»she 
went on, drawirig herself up, though the 
tear of honest pride and injured affection 
I gathered in hieir eye, as she entertained the 
susf^cion,-^^* Jeanie Deans is ho the lass 
to pu* him by the sleeve, br put him fa 
mind of what he wishes to forget. I shall 
^h him weei and happy a' the same ; and 
if he has the luck to g^t a kirk in our couh«' 
tiy, I sail gaing imd faeur hitn just the very 
skme, to show that I bear nae malibe.'* 
And tt she im^^n^d the scene^ th6 tetf 
*)le0wrh*eye# 
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t^ - » • « ■ .' 

Id these melandholy reyerie»» Jeattie bftd 
full time to indulge herself; far her travel- 
liog companions^ servants in a distinguished 
and fashionable family, had/of course, tnany 
topics of conversation, in which it was ab^ 
solutely impossible she could have either 
pleasure or portion/ She had, dierefore, 
abundant leisure for reflection, and even 
for self- tormenting, during the several days 
ifehich, indulging* the young hprsea ijirhicii 
the Duke ivas sending do^ra to thd North 
with sufficient ease and short stages^ they 
occupied in reaching the vicinity of Car- 
lidei 

In approaching the vicinity of that an- 
cient city^ they discerned d constdllriible 
crowd upon an eminence at a little diSi^ 
tance from the high road^ and learned from 
some passengers who were gathering to» 
Vards that busy scene fiFom the southifrard, 
t^f t the cause of the concourse was,^ the 
laudable public^esire *^ to see a domned 
Sicotch witch and thtef get half of h« due 
tipo' Haribee-broo* yonder^ for i^e watonlf. 
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to be hanged ; she should hae been boom- 
ed aioive^ an' cheap on*t'' 

^ Dear Mr Archibald,'' said the dame 
of the dairy elect, ^ I never seed a woman 
hanged in a^ my life, and only four men, 
as made a goodly spectacle." 

Mr Archibald, however, was a Scotch- 
man, and promised himself no exuberant 
pleasure in seeing his countrywoman un- 
dergo ^ the terrible behests of law.** Morel 
over^ he was a man of sense and delicacy 
in his way, and the late circumstances of 
Jeanie's family, with the cause of her ex- 
pedition to London, were not unknown to 
to him ; so that he answered drily, it was im- 
possible to stop, as he must be early ait 
Carlisle on some business of the t)uke's,' 
and he accordingly bid the postillions get 
on. ^ ^ 

The road at that time passed at about 
a quarter of a mile's distance from the emi- 
nence, called Haribee or Harabee-brow, 
which, though it is very moderate in feize 
imd height, is nevertheless seen frdm a great 
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distance around^ owing, to the flatness .<£ 
the country through ^^ic|i; t)be EiU^ flpw«« 
Hene many an outlaiiiv ap^ bord$r-:[^ef of 
both kingdoms^ bad wavered. 4^^. the wind 
during, the war^sf, and scarce less^liostile 
truces between, the two countries. Upon 
HarabjeCi^ip latter days^ other ex^cu^ons had 
taken place with as little cerempny.as conci- 
passion ; for these fjrontier proviiiceis remain^ 
ed long unsettled, and even at the time of 
which we write, were ruder than these in 
the centre of England. . 

The postillions drove on, , wheeling, as 
the Penrith road led them, roupd ,th^ verge 
of the rising ground.. Yet still the eyes of 
Mrs Dolly Dutton, which, with the head 
and substantia person to which they be* 
longed, were all turned towards the scencf 
of action, could discern plainly the out^ 
line of the gallows*tree, relieved ag^nst 
the clear sky, the dark shade fSrmed by the 
persons of the executioner and the crimi- 
nal upon the light rounds of the tail aerii^^ 
ladder, untU one of the objects, launched 
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into the air» gave nneqaivocal signs of mor* 
tal agony^ though appearing in the distance 
•not larger than a spider dependant at the 
extremity of his inyiiiible thready while the 
* remaining foirm descended from its eleta- 
ted situation^ and regained witt^ all speed 
an nndistingnished place among the crowd. 
Tliis termination of the tAM^c scene drew 
fiMTth of coarse a sqiiali from Mrs Dutton^ 
and JeaniiCy with instinctive curiosity, turn- 
ed her head in the same direction* 

Hie sight of a female culprit in the aet 
of undergoing the fatal punishment from 
iriUeh her beloved sister had been so recent- 
ly rescued, was too much^ not perhaps for 
her nerves, but for her mind and^ feelidgs. 
She tinned her head to the other side of 
^e carriage, with a sensation (rf^sickness, of 
loathing, and of fainting. Her female com- 
panion overwhelmed her with questions, 
with proffers of assistance, with requests that 
the carriage might bestoppe<l--that a doctor 
sn^ht be f etched—- diat drops might be got- 
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. « teq-^that burnt feathers, and a88s&9^dft» 

. fair water, and hartshorn might be procun^ 

: aU at once, and without (uie in8tant*s> di@^« 

: Archibald^ more calm and con8^den^i,:P9- 

ly desired the carriage to push forward^ 

and it was not till they had got beyond 

. sight of the fatal spectacle^ that» peei^ tljke 

deadly paleness of Jeanie's count^iiaiio^ 

^he stppped the carriage, and jumping out 

.Jiimselfy went in search of the most oti* 

vious 4nd most easily procure4 of J^fs 

Dutton's pharmacopeia— a draught, samo* 

.ly» of fresh water. 

While Archibald was absent on this gcx>d- 
.natured piece of service^ damning. the 
ditches which produced nothing but mudi 
and thinking upon the thmisand bubbling 
springlets of his own mountains, the atteoi^ 
dants on the execution began to .pass the 
stationary vehicle in their way back to 
Carlisle. , 

From their half-heard and lialf-uadow 
stood words, Jeanie» whose atteiftiiaki y9» 
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involuntarily rivetted by them, as that of 
children is by ghost stories, though they 
know the pain With which they wiU after- 
wards remember them, Jeanie, I say, coutil 
discern that the present victim of the law 
had died gamej aiS it is termed by those uq- 
fortunates, that is, sullen, reckless, and im 
penitent, neither fearing God, nor regard- 
ing man, 

•^ A sture woife, and a dour,*' said one 
Cumbrian peasant, as he clattered by in 
his wooden brogues, with a noise like the 
trampling of a dray'^horse, 

•< She has gone to ho master, with ho^s 
name in her mouth," said another ; «< Shame 
the country should be harried wi* Scotch 
witches arid Scotch bitches this sate— but 
I say hang and drown.'* ' * ^ ' y [' 

«« Ay, ay, Gaffer Tramp^ ' tak;e awa' 
yealdon, take awa' Iqw-^bang the witch, 
and there will b^ jess scathe amang us; 
myne 6wseQ ^jic beeii reckan this two- 
flidnt* "^ " - 

I ; ■ r ^ t ^ •■■_ f 

c 2 
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<< And mine bairns hae been crining to^^ 
snon/' replied his neighboun 

•< Silence wi* yopr fule tongues* y^e 
churlesy'' said an old wcrnian^ who hobbled 
past them, as they stood talking near the 
carriage ; ^^ this was nae witch» but a 
bluidy fingered thief and murtbere$&'' 

" Ay ? was it e*en sae^ Danie Hincbup ?' 
said one in a civil tone, and stepping out of 
his f^ce to let the old woman pas& along 
the foot-path— "Nay, youknow bestjSure-— 
but at ony rate, we hae but tint a Scot of 
her, and that^s a thing better lost than 
fbund/^ ^ 

The old woman passed on without mak- 
ing any answer* 

^ Ay, ay, neighbour,^' s^d Gaflfer Tramp» 
<< seest thou how. one witch will spe^ 
for t'other?— Scoto or Enjjlish, the ump to / 
them." 

'His companion shopk his^head^^^and re* 
plied in the same subdued tone^ V Ay$ 
ay, when a Sark*foot wife gets am hor 
broomstick, the dames of .Ailonby are ready 
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icsommtt just as sure us the bye wwd gangs 
o' the hillsy 

If Skiddaw hath a cap, 
Criffd woto Ml wael of that* 

<* But»'' continued Gaffer Trampy ^* think 
e$t thott the d«]ghter o' yon hangit body 
isaa as i^nk a witch as ho ?* 

** I k^ina clearly 9'' retiyned the .fellow; 
^ but the folk are speakii^ o' swimming 
her i' the Eden/' And they passed on 
thar several roads^ after wishing ieac^ other 
good morning* 

Jiiat as the downs left the place, and is 
Mr Archibald returned witb some fail watery 
acrowd of boys aqd girlsi and some of the 
lower rabble of more mature agCf came up 
from the place of execution» groiiping 
themselves with many a. yell of delight- 
arowid a tall fcmaale fimtasticully dressed, 
:^o wi», dancing, leaping^ and boufldipg 
iQ the midst of them. A horrible recdJLec^ 
am ptttwed on Jeanw as flh« loofffi^.^ifi, 
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uofortunate. creature» aod the remmis^ 
cesce was mutual, for by a sudden exertios 
of great strength and agility, Madge Wild* 
fire broke out of the noisy circle of tor* 
mentors who surrounded her, and clinging 
fast to the door of the calash, uttered, in a 
sound ' betwixt laughter and screaming, 
^ Eh, dye ken, Jeanie Deans, they hae 
hangit our mother F' Then suddenly change 
ing her tone to that of th^ most j^teous en- 
treaty, she added, *^ O gar them let me 
gang to cut her down !— let me but cut her 
down !— she is my mother, if she was waiu: 
than the deil, and she'll be nae mBk ken# 
ispeckle than half*hangit Maggie Dickson, 
that Cf ied saut mony a day after she had been , 
hangit ; her voice was roupit and hoarse^ - 
and her neck was a wee agee^ or ye wad 
hae kend nae odds on heir frae ony oiker 
isaut-wife.'* 

M^ Archibald, embarrassed by the mad- . 
woman's clinging to the carriage,' iaiid de- 
Vtikiifig around them her noisy and misohie^ ^ 
attendants, was allthis while tookia^ 
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but fiir a constaUe or beadle^ to whom he 
nrightcommittheunfbrtuxiatecreitture. But 
seeing no such person 6f authority, he endea- 
voored to loosen her hold from the carriage^ 
that they might escape from her by driving 
on. Thit^howeveivcould hardljr be achieved 
mtbout some degree idi violence ; Madge 
hdd fast, and renewed her frantic entreaties 
to be permitted to cut down her mother. 
^It was but a tenpenny tow lost,'' she said, 
'* and what waa that to a woman's life ?^ 
There came up, however, a parcel of saVage 
looking fallows, butchers and graziers chief- 
ly, among whose cattle there had been of late 
a vety general and fatal distemper, which 
thdr jv^isdom imputed to witcheraft. They 
laid violent hands on Madge, and tore her 
from the carriage, exclaiming-«»><* What, 
doest stop folk o' king's highway? Hast no 
done mischief enow already, wi' thy mur-- 
dc*» and thy witcheringf^ ?*' 

** Oh Jeante Deans— -Jeanie Deans !^ ex* 
ffaomed the poor maniac^ <« save my mo- 
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ther, aod I will take ye to the Interpreter's 
house agaiRy-^and I will teach ye a* my 
bonnie sangs, — and I will tell ye what anne 
o* the-"— -^ The rest of her enti'eaties were 
drowned in the shouts oP the rabble.^ 

^ Save her, for God^ sakei-^save her 
from those people I"* exclaimed Jetaue to 
Archibalds 

^ She is mad, but quite innocent ; she 
iA mad, gentlemen,^ said Archibald; <^ do 
Hot use her ill, take her b^ore the Mayor.^ 

*• Ay, ' ay, we*9e hae care enow on her,* 
answeredrone of the fellows; ^ gai^.thMi 
thy gate, man, and mmd thine own niat^ 
tcrs.** 

«« He^s a Scot by his tongue,"" said an- 
other; <^ and an' he will co«ie cut o' hts 
whirligig there, Pse gie hin^ his tartim plsid 
fu* o* bn^eo banes^** 

It was clear nothing cpold be ddnft t6 
rescue Madge, and Archihaldf w^jbo wiKia 
man of bumanity^coiuld only bilft Abe pos- 
tillions bqrry on to Carlisle, that h^ v^t 
obtain some assistance to the unfortunate 
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WQBUui« Afi they drove off, they Jieard the 
hoarse roar with which, the mob preface 
acts of riot or cruelty, yet even above that 
de^p aod dire note, they could discern the 
screacos of the unfortunate victim. The^ 
were soon out of hearing of the criea^ but 
had np sooner entered the streets, of Car- 
lisle, than Archibald, at Jeanie'a earnest and 
qrgent entreatyii went to a magistrate, ta 
state the cruelty which.was likely to be ei6- 
ercised on this unhappy creature* 

In about an hour and a half be xetumed 
Sfid reported to Jeanie, that the m^istrate 
had very readily goiie in person, with some 
assistanto, to the rescue of the unfortqnatf 
\ponuui, and that he had hintself acconpa- 
sued him i that when th^y came to the mud- 
dy pool, in which the mob were, ducking 
her, according to their favourite mode of 
punishment, the magistrate succeeded in 
rescming her from their hands, but in a 
state of insei^^ity, owing, t$)t^ cwi^ 
treatment which, she had received* Hp 
added, that be . had seen hjer . c^nried ta Ihe 

5 
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work-house, and understood that she had 
been brought to herself, and was expected 
to do well. 

This last averment was a slight altera- 
tion in 'point of fact, for Madge Wildfire 
was not expected to survive the treatment 
she had received ; but Jeanie seemed so 
much agitated, that Mr Archibald did not 
think it prudent to tell her the worst at 
once* Indeed she appeared so fluttered and 
disordered by this alarming incident, that» 
although it had been thdr intention to pro- 
ceed to Longtown that evening,, her com- 
panions judged it most advisable to pass 
the night at Carlisle. 

'' This was particularly agreeable to Jeanie^ 
who resolved, if possible, to procure an in«* 
tervie w widi Madge Wildfire. Connectiog 
some of her wild iflights with the narrative 
of George Staunton^ she was unwilling to 
omh the opportunity of extracting from 
her, if po^ible, isome information conceiiiw 
ing the fate of that unfortunate in£Mfe 
which had cost her sister so dear. BJbrw^ 
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with the da9ordered state Cff 
pcxH* Madge's mind^ did not permit her to 
•ehmib much hope that she could acquire 
fiom jber any useful intdligence ; but then, 
;iiBce Madge's mother had sufiered her de- 
.lerts^ and was silent for ever, it was her 
^7 chance of olMiaining any kind of. in« 
Jbmiationi aod she was Iptb to Ime the op- 
;|ortUDity. 

She coloured her wish to Mr Archibald 
^saying, that she had seen Madge former^ 
fyf and wished to know, as a matter of ha- 
-ttKiitjy how she was attended to under her 
fttsent misfortunes. That ctmiplaisant per- 
iOD immediately went to the work- house, or 
i^pi^ in which lie had seen the sdBferer 
lodged, and brought back for reply, that 
^ medicai attendants positively forbade 
ber seeii^ any one* When the application 
fcf admittance was repeated next day, Mr 
Anshibald was informed that she had been 
voy quiet and composed, insomuch that 
thedergyman, who acted as ehaplain to the 
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establishment, thought it expe^ent tb xksA 
prayers beside hier bed, but that her vi^ 
dering fit of mind had returned soon afftf 
his departure ; however, her countrywoman 
might see her if she chose it She Wib 
not expected to live above an hour or two» 

Jeanie had no sboner received this infitf- 
fliation, than she hastened to the hospital 
her companions attending her. They foun^ 
the dying person in a large ward, wbefe^ 
there were ten beds, of which the patsentli 
was the only one occupied. 

Madge was stnging when they enteredw^ 
singing her own wild snatches of aongs an^ 
obsolete airs, with a voice no longer ov» 
strained by false spirits, but softened, sad^ 
dened,' and subdued by bodily exhaustknoL] 
She was still insane, but was no Ibngev abltl 
to express her wandering ideas in the wiii 
notes of her former state of exalted ma^ 
gination. There was death in the plaii^ 
live tones of her voice^ which yet,' m tbtt 
moderated and melancholy mood,faad 



^^ oi the luttti^/ aoimd mOi \ which a 
mother sings her Mkatfa^t^* Ail JeiM)ie 
ffitercdf she bcArd finfc the «ir» and: then 
Afiar t of the chorus and -words bf what had 
'been, petl^i^ the song^f a J(^y harvest 
lK)lBe* 

<^ Our work k orert^^Mrer noiTf 
Tlie goodaian wipes his vfeary brow. 
The last long wain wends slow awaji 
And we are free to sport and play. 

» 

** The night comes on when fete the suSa 
Aadlahour ends when day is done. 
When Autumn's gone and Winter^s con^t^ 
We hold our jovial harvett^home.'^ 

Jeanie ad^raxiced to the bed-side when the 
strain was finished, and addressed MadgjS 
by her name.: "^^ •But it produced no symp- 
toms of recollection^ On the contrary, the 
patient, like one |>rovoked by interruptipn, 
changed her postal^ and called out, with 
an impatient tone» *^ Nurse-~nurse, turn 
my face to the wa*, that I may, never aa« 



swer to that name ony mair, and never itn 
mair of a wicked worid.** n 

^ The attendant on the hospital arranged^' 
lier in her bed as. she desired, with her fi^et 
"to the wall» and her back to the light. • Si» 
soon as she was qoiet in this new poaitimiy 
she began again to sing in the same low 
and modulated stnuinsy as if she wasr reco^^ 
vering the state of abstraction whith thc^ 
interruption of her visitants had disturbed;'^ 
The strain, liowever, was different, and ra- 
ther resembled the music of the Methodist 
hymnst though the m^asnre^f (he smig was 
similar to that of the former* 

* When the Cght of grtce it fought,-* 
; When the marruige vest is wrought,*- . . 

When Faith hath chased c<rid Doubt awigr» «. ^ 

And Hope but sickens at delay«— 

When Charity, imprisoned here, 

Longs for a more expanded sphere^ 
^ Doffthy robes, of sin and clay; -* 

Chnstia&i rise» and come away*** . .. V* 

The strain was solemn and afiecting, sns- 



tiped as it was by t^ie pathetfc Garble of t 
voice which had naturally ^been a fine otke^ 
a&d which weakness^ if it diminished ito 
IK)wer,had improved in softness. Archibald^ 
though a follower of the court,and therefore 
a poco-curante by professiota^ wascrnifused, 
if not affected ; the dairy-maid blubbered : 
ind Jeanie felt the tears ^ise spontaneously 
to her eyes. Even the nurse^ accustomed 
to all modes in ; which the spirit can pass, 
teemed considerably affected. 

The patient was evidently growing weak- 
% as was intimated by an apparent difficul- 
ty of breathing, which seized her from time 
to time, and by the utterance of low listless 
noansy intimating that nature was succuou 
bing in the last cobfijct. But the spirit 
of melody, which must originally have so 
itrongly possessed this unfoi'tunate young 
woman, seemed, at every interya) of ease, 
to triumph over her pain and weakness. 
And it waa remarkable^ that there could 
^ways be traced in her songs something 

8 
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aipprofiiiiU^ though peiiiaps ofoiy ohUqvuAj 
or.coUfkUir^Uy so» to her present situation* 
H^r next seemed to be the £r^gmrat of 
SQjniie old ballad : 

^' Canid 18 ny bed^ Lord Archibald, 

And sad my sleep of sorrow ; 
But thine sail be as sad and cauldf 

My fause true-lore ! to-morrow. 

^f And weep ye not, my maidens free. 

Though death your mistress borrow^ 
For he fo^ whom I die to-dayi 
r Shall die for me to-mojrrow." 

Again she clianged the tune to one wild* 

• » ■ 

er, less monotonous, and less regular. But 
oF the words qply a 'fragment or tyro coutOi 
be collected t)y those who listened to " 
singular scene. 

^ ' ^ Proud Mauie is in tlie itooi^ 
ITaUtingsoWfy;' 
Sweet Robin «its on tlib bud^ < 
Sipgi^g^aravdjA i ! a . 
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>' Tell mes thou boiuiy. bird, . 
. When shall I marry me ?'•— 
^ When six braw gentllmen 
Kirkward shall carry je* 



^ * Who makes the bridal bed, 

Birdie^ say truly ?' 
'^ The gray-headed sexton 

That delves the grave du|y/ 



^ The glow-worm o*er grave and stone 

Shall light thee steady ; 
The owl from the steeple sing, 

^ Welcome» proud lady.' " 

. Her voice died away with the last notes, 

Imd she fell into a slumber, from which the 

ieiperienced attendant assured them, that 

pe would never awake at aU» or only in the 

jkath-agony. 

I Her first prophecy was true. The poor 

^ parted with existence, without again 
a sound of any kind. But our tra* 
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< • • • • • . . 

vellera did iidt' witness this catastropli( 
They left the hospital so soon as Jeai 
had satisfied herself that no elucidation 
her sister's misfortunes was to be hoi 
from the dyiQg person. 
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XJHAPTER IV. 

"Wilt tbou go on with me ? 
^fae moon h bright, the sea is ictim, 
And I know well the ocean-paths. . 

Thou wilt go on- with me. 

ThakUm, 

The fatigue and saltation of these vari- 
■ous scenes lisid agitated Jeanie so much, 
iiotwithstanding her robust strength of con- 
utitutien, that Archibald judged it neces- 
sary that she should have a day's repose at 
the village of Longtown. It was in vain 
fhat Jeanie herself protested against any 
delay. The I)uke of Argyle's man of con* 
fidence was df ciourse consequential } and 
M he haid been bred to the medical profes- 
«on in his youth, (at least he used this ex* 
vouiv. D 
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pression to describe his having, thirty years 
before, pounded for six months in the mor- 
tar of old Mungo Mangelman, the surgeon 
at Greenock), he was obstinate whenever a 
matter of health was in question. 

In this case he discovered febrile symp- 
toms, and having once made a happy ap- 
plication of that learned phrase to Jeanie's 
case, all farther resistance became in vain ; 
and she was glad to acquiesce, and even to 
go to bed, and drink water-gruel, in order 
that she might possess her soul in quiet, 
and without interruption. . ^ -/ 

Mr Archibald was equally atteijtiy^ in 
another particular. He obsery^ ths^^H^ 
execution of the old woman, and ^h$ q^ 
s^rable fate of her daqghter, se^^d tp 
have made a morepowe:^^ effect upf)^ 
Jeanie's mind, than the Msupd^^fg^^gi;.^ 
humanity might naturally have beef^ fstt 
peeled to occasion* Yet sh^wa^/ObyMttti- 
ly a strong-minded, sensible yoi|ngr:Woiiii2M^ 
and in no respect fi^^ject to nervjMiS! isff^ 

tions ; and therefore Archibald«^^in97ig"- 

3 
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I 

; Qorant of any special connection between: 
i his master's protegee and these unfortunate- 
I persoDS,.excepting that she had seen Madge 
fonnerly in Scotlandi naturally imputed the 
strong impression these events had made 
upon her, to her associating them with tht 
unhappy circumstances in which her sister 
bad so lately stood. He became anxious^ 
therefore, to prevent any thing occurring 
which might r€tral these associations to 
Jeanie^s mind« 

Archibald had speedily an opportunity of 
exercising this precaution* A pedlar brougfaif} 
toLongtown.tbat everting^ amongst otheci 
v^res^ a large broadside-sheet, giving a0 
account of the " Last Speech and Execu- 
tion of Margaret Murdoc&son; and of the 
barbarous Murder of her Daughter, MagdiM 
lene or Madge Murdockscm, called Madge 
Wildfire ; and of* her pious Cohveraatteii 
. with his Re verenee Arch-deacon Fleming j'' 
whidi auljfaentic publication had appai*eBt^ 
1y taken pfatce on the day they left Carlisle, 
and bemg^an article of a nature peculiarly 
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acceptable to such country-folks as were 
within hearing of the transaction, the iti. 
nerant bibliopolist had forthwith added 
them to his stock in trade, tie found a 
merchant sooner than he expected ; for 
Archibald, much applauding bis own pru- 
dence, purchased the whole lot for two 
shillings and ninepence ; and the pedlar, 
delighted with the profit of such, a whole- 
sale transaction, instantly returned to Car- 
lisle to supply himself with more* 

The considerate Mr Archibald was about 
to commit his whole purchase to the flames, 
but it was rescued by the yet more consi- 
derate dairy-damse), who said,Tery prudent- 
ly, it was a pity to waste so much paper, 
iRrhich might cr£pe hair, pin up; bonnets, 
and serve many other useful purposes ; and 
who promised to put the parcel into her 
own trunk, and keep it carefully out of the 
sight of Mrs Jeanie Deans : *• Though by 
the bye she bad no great notion of folks 
being so very nice. Mrs Deans might have 
had enough to tbiuk about the gaUow»all 
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this time to endure a sight of it, without all 
this to do about iV* 

Archibald reminded the dame of the 
dairy of the Duke's very particular charge, 
that they should be attentive and civil to 
Jeanie ; as also they were to part company 
loon^ and consequently would not be doom- 
ed to observing any one^s health or temper 
during the rest of the journey. With which 
answer Mrs Dolly Dutton was obliged to 
hold herself satisfied. 

On the morning they resumed their jour- 
nqr» and prosecuted it successfully, travel- 
Kng through Dumfries-shire and part of 
Lanarkshire, until they arrived at the small 
town' of Rutherglen, within about four 
miles of Glasgow. Here an express brought 
letters to Archibald from the principal agent 
of the Duke of Argyle in Edinburgh* 

He said nothing of their contents that 
evening ; but when they were seated in 
the carriage the next day, the faithful squire 
i&formed Jeanie, that he had received direc- 
tions from the Duke'a factor,^ to whom his 
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Grace had r ecomiriended hiin . to carry her, if 
she had no objection, for a stage or two be* 
ybnd Glasgow.' . Some temporary caufl^ of 
discontent had occasioned tumutts io/thst 
city and the tieighbourfaood, which would 
render it unadviseable for Mrs Jeanie Deans 
to travd itlone and unprotected betwixt that 
oity and Edinburgh ; whereas by going for* 
ward a little &rthw» they would meet one 
of his Grace's aub^factorsi who was comtijg 
down from the Highlands to :£dtnburgh 
with liis wife» and under whose charge die 
might journey with comfort and in safely. 
Jeanie remonstrated against this ar^ 
mngement; ** She had been lang," ^he 
said, ^^ frae hame--?her father and her 
rirter behoved to be very anxious :to&M» 
ber«— there were other friends ^e had (that 
werena wcel in health. She was witting to 
pay for man and horse at Glasgow* atid 
surely naebody wad middle wi* sae hiifja*. 
less and feckless a creature as she nvas.— • 
She was muckle obliged by the offer ; but 
never hunted deer laoged for its resting- 
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l^iice, as I do to fi&d mjiwlf at Saint Leo-^ 

The groom of the cbambers exchaDged a 
leolrwith his female com{)afiion, whidi seem 
ed so ftill of meanings 'thi^t Jeatiie scream^ 

; ed aIoud<^^^ O Mr Aix:hiba}d*-«Mrs Dut^ 

i too, if ye ken • of btiy thing that has l»p«^ 
pened at Saint lieonjarfi^s, fqr God's 8ak&-« 
for pity's sake, tell nle,. amiv diiina keep me 

\ in suspense !'' 

<< I readfy knowinothing^ Mcs Deans,** 
flaid the groom of the chamber.^ 

<^ And I-^E-^I am. sure, 1 knows as little/' 
laid the dameof the jdairy, 'while i^me com«» 

I munication seemed to tremble on her lip^^ 

I whioh, at a glance of Archibald's eye, she 
speared to^wallow down, and compressed 

' W lips thereafter into a state of extreme 

and vigilant firmness, as if she had been 

sfiraid of ite bolting oat before she was 

aware. ' . 

Jeanie saw that there was to be some« 

: ftk)g concealed from her, and it was oiily 
the repejkted assurances of Archibald that 
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her fathef-^her sister-^aB her ftiendis wer^ 
so far as he knew, well and happy, that a|i 
all pacified her alarm. From such re9pect- 
able people as those with whom she travd- 
led, she could apprehend no harm, an4 y^t 
his distress was so obvious, that Archibald* 
as a last resource, pulled out, aiid put into 
her hand, a slip of paper, on which these 
words were written :.— ^ 

* A 

*• Jeanib D£AN^t~¥Qu wiH do me A favour 
by going with Archibald and my |iQi94lf 
domestic a day's journey beyond Glasgow, 
and asking them no question9». which will 
greatly oblige your frieodt 

« Aa^iu &. GMaBNwica." 

Although this laconic epiade, frotn^ » 
nobleman to whom she was bound by sijcl^ 
inestimable obligaticma, siltocedall Jeaoie^ 
objections to the proposed route^ it ratb^r. 
added to than diminished the eagerness of 
her curiosity. The proceeding to Gla^o# 
seemed now no longer to be an otg^ct witi;^ 
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herfellow travellers. On the contrary, they 
kept the left; hand side of the river. Clyde, 
and travelled through a thousand beautiful 
and changing views down the side of that 
noble streanii till ceasing to hold its inland 
character, it began to assume, that of a na- 
vigable river. 

•'You are not for gaun intill Glasgow 
then ?" said Jeanie, as she observed that 
the drivers made no motion for inclining 
their horses heads towards the ancient 
bridge which was then the only mode of ac- 
cess to St Mungo^s capital* 

*^ No/* replied Archibald j " there is some 
popular commotion, and as our Duke is in 
opposition to the court, perhaps we might 
be too well received j ot they might take it 
in their heads to reraembfer that the captain 
of Carrick came down upon them with his 
highlandmen in the time of Shawfield's 
mob in 1725, and then we would be too ill 
received. And at any rate, it is best for 
us, and for me in particular, who may be 
supposed to possess his Grace's mind upoa 

B 2 
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many particulars, to lea^e the good people 
of the Gorbals to act accorditig to their 
own imaginationsi without either provoking^ 
or encouraging them by my presence;" 

To re^oning of such tone and cause, 
querice, Jisanie had nothing to reply, al- 
though it seemed to her to eontain fully as 
much self-importance as truth. 

The carriage meantime^ rolled on ; the 
river expanded itself^ land gradually assum* 
ed the dignity of an oestualry, or arm^of the 
sea. The influence of the advancing and 
retiring tides, became more and more evi- 
dent, and in the beautiful words of him of 
the laurel wreath, the river waxed 

^' A broader and a broader stream. . 

« • • * « 

Xbe Cormorant stands upon its shoab, 
His black and dripping wings 
Half opened to the wind." 

«« Wliich way lies Inverary ?" said JeariiiSt 
gazing on the dusky ocean of Highliaiid 
hills, which now, piled above each other/ 
and intersected by many a lake^ stretched 
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2my on the opposite ^de aof the river ta 
Ae northward.' «^ la yon high castle the 
Duke's hoose ?*' 

" That, Mrs Deans ?-^Lud help thee/' 
replied Archibald, ^^ that's the old Castle 
of Duqibarton^ the strongest place in Eu- 
rope, be the other what it may. Sir Wil* 
liam Wallace was governor of it in the old 
wars with thQ English, and his Grace is 
governor just now. :It is always entrusted 
to the best man. in Scotland/' 

^ And does the i Duke live oa that high 
rock, then ?" demanded Jeanie. 

^* No, no, he has his deputy-governor 
who commands in hisjabsence ;. be lives it^ 
the white house you see at the bottom of 
the rock — His Grace does joat.livQ there 
himself." 

'^ I think not indeed,'* said the dairy- wo* 
man, upon whose mind the road, since they 
had left Dumfries, had made no vfcry fa- 
curable impieasiim.; *^ for if he did, he 
night go whistle for a dairy*wpman, an' he 
Were the only duke in England. I did not 
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hive my place and my frienda to omm 
down ta see 'cows starve to death upoiir 
hills as they be at that pig-stye of J^Ifinfbot^ 
as yoii call it^ Mr Archibald, m jb be perch* 
ed up on the top of a rock, like, st s^uirrcA 
in his eager hung out of a thike pair dfi 
stair's window.*' / ^ 

Inwardly chadtling that these symptom|l 
of recalcitration had not taken place until 
the fair malcontent was, as he mentally 
termed it, under his thundl>, Archibald 
dooUy replied, << That the hiUs were none 
of his making, nor did he know bow to* 
mend them } but as to lodging,, they would 
soon be in a house of the Duke's in a very 
pleasant island called Roseneath, where 
they went to wait for shipping to take theitt 
to Inverary, and would meet the company 
With whom Jeanie was to return to Edin- 
burgh.** 

<< An island ?" said Jeanie, wlio in the^ 
course of her various and adventuroiis tf a-r 
vels had never quitted terra firnia, ** th«n I; 
am doubting' we maun gang in ane of these 
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boit&$ tfa^ look unco sdaa*, and the wavw 
are soioaethiog roughs and''-— 

<' Mr Arehibald/^ said Mrs Dutton, << I 
will not ieonsent to it j I was never engaged 
to leave the country^ and I desire you wiU 
bid the boys' drive round by the other way 
to the Duke's bouse/' 

*' There is a safe pinnace belonging to 
his Graee, ma'am, close by ," replied Archi« 
bald, << and you need be under no appre- 
hensions whatSioev^/' 

^ But I am under apprehensions/' said 
the damsel ; ^' and I insist upon going round 
by land, Mr Archibald, were it ten milea 
about/' 

'< I am sorry I cannot oblige you, ma-; 
dam, as Roseneath happens to be an 
island." 

^* If it were ten islands," said the incen* 
sed dame, ^* that's no reaspn why I should 
be drowned ip going over the seas to it»" 

^ No reason why you should be drown* 
edi certainly ma'am," answered the unmo- 
ved groom of the chambers, ^ but an admi<^ 
table godd one why you cannot proceed to it 
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by land." And^ fixed his^ laiaster^ maQdliteg 
to perform, he pointed tr^h tiiB^bttud, and 
the drivers, turning ^tfie high-road, pro* 
eeeded towards a small hamlet of^fidiing 
huts, where a shallop, somewhat more gaily 
decorated than any which thoy had yet seen, 
having a flag which display^ a fooarVliead, 
crested with a ducal coronet, waited with 
two or three seamen, and as many Hi^- 
landers. 

The carriage stopped, and the men be^ 
gan to unyoke their horses, while Mr Ar- 

- - ^ 

chihald gravely superintended the reitH>Vil' 
of the baggage from the carriage to the Ut*- 
tie vessel. " Has the Caroline been long- 
arrived ?'' said Archibald to pne of Uie sea* 
man. - . ^ - j ^ ' 

<' She has been here in five days fmm* 
Liverpool, and she'is lying down at' Green- 
ock," answered the fellow. . t 

^^ Let the horses and carxii^e gd' down* 
to Greenock then," said Archibald, m and 
be embarked there for Inverary when I 
send notice — they may stand in my consinls, 
Duncan Archibald the sifaibler^s.^-— LadieS)V; 
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he added, *^ I hope jrou will get yourselves 
ready, we must not lose the tide." 

*« Mrs Deans,*' isaid the Cowslip of Inve- 
rary, « you may do as you please — but I 
will sit here all night, rather than go into 
that there painted egg-shdl— t'ell'ow— fel-* 
low'* (this was addressed to a Highlander 
who was lifting a travelling trunk) " that 
trunk is minej and that there band-box, 
and that pillion mail, and those seven bun« 
dies, and the paper bag, and if you venture 
to touch one of them, it shall be at your 
peril." 

The Celt kept his eye fixed on the speak- 
er, then turned his head towards Archi- 
bald, and receiving no countervailitig sig- 
nal, he shouldered the portmanteau, and 
without farther notice of the distressed 
damsel, or paying any attention to remon- 
strances, which probably he did not under- 
stand, and would certainly have equally 
disregarded whether he understood theni 
or not, moved off with Mrs Dutton*« wear- 
ables, and deposited the trunk containing 
thein safely in the boat. 
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The baggage being stowed in safety, 
Mr Archibald handed Jeanie out of the 
carriage, and, not without some tremor on 
her part, she was transported through the 
surf and placed in the boat. He then tier- 
ed the same civility to his fellow servanti 
but she was resolute in her refusal to quit 
the carriage, in which she now remained ia 
SQlitary state,threatening all concerned or un- 
concerned with actions for wages and board- 
wages, damages and expences, and num- 
bering on her fingers the gowns and other 
habiliments, from which she seemed in the 
act of being separated for ever* Mr Archi- 
bald did not give himself the trouble of 
making many remonstrances, which, in- 
deed, seemed only to aggravate the dam- 
sel's indignation, but spoke two or three 
words to the Highlanders in Gaelic ; and 
the wily mountaineers, approaching the car- 
riage cautiously, aod without giving the 
slightest intimation of their intention, at 
once seized the recusant so effectually fitst 
that she could neither resist nor struggle. 
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and hoisting ber <nx tfadr shovidtn in near- 
ly an horizontal posture^ rushed down with 
her to the beach, and through the surf, and; 
with no other inconvenience than rufflmg 
her garments a little, depoated her in the 
boat; but in a state of surprise, mor* 
ttfication, and terror at her sudden transi* 
portatioo, which rendered her absolutely 
mute for two or three minutes. The men 
jmnped in themselves ; one tall fellow re- 
otaiaed till he bad pushed off the boat, and 
then tumbled in upon his companions. 
They took their oars and began to pull from 
the shore, then spread their sail, and drove 
merrily across the firth. 

*^ You Scotch villain,'' said the infuriated 
damsel to Archibald, '^ how dare you use 
a person like me in this way ?" 

^' Madam," said Archibald, with infinity 
composure, ^^ it's high time you should know 
you are in the Duke's country, and that 
there is not one of these fellows, but would 
throw you out of the boat as readily as in- 
to it, if such were his Grace's pleasure," 
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*^13naen the Liord have imevcjrah tneP said 
Mra DtittoiL ^' If J had h^d any :ob myselfi 
J ivx>uhi never have enigagcd witlx^yoo/' 

^< It's somedimg of the latest to think of 
that Qow, Mrs Dutton^" said Arcbih^dd} 
^^ but I assace you, you wUl ftid::the High- 
la&ds have their pleasures*^ i Yoa mil have 
u dozen of covr-miUoers under your omn 
authority at ImexMytumd^yaamaythtom 
any of them into the |ake# if yoahave^anriiiid^ 
£&r the Duke's head *pj^opie are almoat as 
great as himself.^' 

^< This is a strange business^ to be enre, 
Mr Archibald/' said theljuiy ; ^* but I sup- 
pose I must make the belt oi^U-^Ape you. 
sure the boat will not sink? it leaas^terribly 
to one $ide, in ^my poor mind.**- - ' 

" Fear nothiog,*' said Mr Ar<jhibftld, ta- 
king a most important pinch of -siioff;. 
t^ this same forty on Clyde knows us .very 
^ell, or we' k^ow itj which is all^^dsao^^ 
no fear of i^ny of our people meeting -with 
any accidenti We should havte Crossed 
from the opposite iihore, but folr the. dis- 
turbances at Glasgow^ which made it im- 
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proper for bis Grace's people to pass through 
the city.'* 

"Are you not aifeard,Mr^ Deans," said the 
dairy-vestal,- addressing Jeanie, who sat, not 
in the toost eomfortable state of mind,^)y the 
side of Archibald, who himself managed the 
helm J— ^* Are you not afeard of these wild 
men with their naked knees, and of this 
M^ell of a thing, that seems bobbing up 
and down like a skimming dish in a milk 
pail?" 

« No — ^no-— madam," answered Jeanie^ 
with some hesitation, '< I am not feared ; 
for I hae seen Hielandmen before, though I 
never was sae near them ; and for the dan* 
ger of the deep waters, I trust there is a 
Providence by sea as well as by land." 

" Well," said Mrs Dutton, " it is a beau- 
tiful thing to have learned to write and 
read, for one can always say such fine words 
whatever should befall them." 

Archibald, rejoicing in the impi^ession 
which his vigorous measure had made upon 
the intractable dairy-maid, now applied him- 
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self, as a sensible and good-natured man, to 
secure by fair means the ascendancy which 
he had obtained by some wholesome vio- 
lence i and he succeeded so well in repre« 
senting to her the idle nature of her fears, 
and the impc^sibility of leaving her upoa 
the beach, enthroned in an empty carriage, 
that the good understanding of the party 
was completely revived ere they landed at 
Roseneath*. 



\ 
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CHAPTER V. 

Did' Fortune gulden 

Or rather Destiny; our bark, to which 

'We could appoint no port>'to -this blest place ? 

Fl/BTCHktt« 

The islands in the Firth of XiJIyde, l^rhich 
the daily passage of so many smoke-pen- 
Doned steam-boats now renders so easily ac- 
cessible, were, in our fathers' time^, seclu- 
ded spots, frequented by no travellers, and 
few visitants of any kind. They are of ex« 
quisite, yet varied beauty. ArraOi amoun- 
taiDous region, or Alpine island, abounds 
with the grandest and most romantic see- 
nery, Bute is of a softer and more wood- 
land character. The Cumrays, as if to exhi^ 
bit a contrast to both, are green, level, and 
bare, forming the links of a sort of nMural 



94 TALES 0¥MY LAHBLOBD. 

bar^ which is drawn along the mouth of the 
Firtby leaving large intervals^ however, of 
ocean. Roseneath, a smaller isle, lies much 
higher up the firth, and towards its western 
shore, near the opening of the lake called 
the Gare-Loch, and not far from Loch 
Long and Loch Scant, or the Holy*Locb, 
which wind from the mountains of the west- 
ern Highlands to join the oestuary of the 
Cljde. 

In these isles the severe frost winds, which 
tyrannize over the vegetable creation du- 
ring: a. Scottish spring, . are comparatively 
little felt ; nor, excepting , the gigantic 
stre;ngth pf Arrsm, are they much exposed 
to the Atlantic storms, lying land-locked 
and protected to the westward by the shores 
of Ayrst)ire« Accordingly, the weeping-^ 
iH^illow, the w66ptvig-bjrch» and other trees 
of early aad pendulous shoots, iflourisb in 
these favoui'ed recesses in a degree uo- 
Ijinown in our eastern districts ; and the air 
is also said to possess that mildness which 
is favourable to conwiniptive teases,- 
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The picturesque beauty pf the island of 
Eoseneathy in particular, . had such recom-; 
mendationst that the Earls aixd; Duk^ of 
Argyle^ from an early period, made it their 
oecasiooal residence, and had their tempo- 
rary accommodation in a fishing or hunting- 

I lo^e, which succeedingimprovemen ts have 
since transformed into a palade. It was in 
its brigiiial simplicity, when the little bark, 
Tvhich we left traversing the Firth at the 
end of last chapteri was approaching the 
shores of -the Jsle^- 

Whfen- they toux^hed the JandingrplacQ, 
wbijcb was partly sbr^i^ded by so^e old 
low bmt lyi^rS^feauiiiig palutree%^ 
mixed ,with hazel-bushes,' two or three fi-* 
gisres were.seev as iif awaiting; tb^ir arrival* 
To.Uiese JpaEd^p]ud<lit1;le[ajtt^]^^^ that 

it;was wi^h ^.^ock, of surpdsf^ rS^lnu^t elec^ 

: tricalj^^h^upoaJbei^g^c^ 
trsout^f the boatlO;the shore, $he was re- 
ceivedJn.tlje arms of h?r father ! 

, . It .iras toP; Y^ondei^l to-, be belkved— 

j |ijo,«iinfi»,like.:^!J^eppy^4p?W» ^jkm^ tH? 
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stable feeling of reality — She extricated 
herself from his close and affectionate em- 
brace, and held him at arm's length to sa- 
tisfy her mind tbat it was no illusion. But 
the form was indisputable — ^Douqe David 
Deans himself, in his best light-blue Sun- 
day's coat, with broad metal-buttons, and 
waist-coat and breeches of the same, his 
strong gram ashes or kggins of thick gray 
* cloth— the very copper-buckles— tbe broad 
Lowland blue bonnet, thrown back as he 
lifted his eyes to Heaven in spefechless gra- 
titude — the grey locks that straggled fVom 
beneath it down his weather-beaten «* haf- 
fets" — the bald and furrowed forehead— 
the clear blue eye, that, undimmed by y6ars» 
gleamed bright and pale from under itt 
shaggy grey pent house— thefeatures,mual- 
ly so stern and stoical, tiow melted 'ifetb the 
unwonted expression of rapturous jof^^if' 
fbction, and gratitude—- were all thos^'ofi 
David Deans ; and so happily did they' a! 
sort together, thatj should I ever agiiia 
my ftiends Wilftie or Allan, I yMil'^j 
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borraw or steal from them a sketch of this 
very scene* 

^' Jeanie— my ain Jeanie— -my best-*my 
iQaist dutiful bairn— the Lord of Israel be 
thy father, for I am hardly worthy of thee ! 
Thou hast redeemed our captivity— brought 
back the honour of our house — Bless thee, . 
my bairn, with mercies promised and pur- 
chased ! — But He has blessed thee in the 
good of which He has made thee the instru- 
ment/*« 

These words broke from him not with 
out tears, though David was of no melting 
mood. Archibald had, with delicate atten- 
tion, withdrawn the spectators from the in- 
terview, so that the wood and setting sun 
alone were witnesses of the expansion of 
their feelings. 

« And Effie ?— and Effie, dear father ]r 
was an interjectional question which Jeanie 
repeatedly threw in among her expressions 
of joyful thankfulness. 

•' Ye will hear — ^ye will hear,*' said Da- 

VOL. IV. E 
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vid hastily, and ever and anon renewed his 
grateful acknowledgments to Heaven for 
adding Jeanie safe down from the land of 
prelatic deadnesa and schismatic heresy; 
and had delivered her from the dangers of 
the way» and the Uons that were in the 
p^th. 

*^ And Effie 7^ repeated her affectionate 
sister again and again. ** And-*-and-— (fain 
would she have said Butler, but she mo- 
dified the direct enquiry) — and Mr and 
Mrs Saddletree-*-*and Dumbiedikes--^and 
a* friends*?'* 

** A' weel— a' wcel, praise to His name.^ 
^ And— and Mr Butier--4ie wasna wed 
when I gaed awa' ?" 
^* He is quite mended— quite weel." 
<< Thank .God— but O, dear father^ £f« 
fie?— Effie?*' 

<< You will never see her mair, my bairi^" 
answered Deans in a solemn tone — ^ You 
are the ae and only leaf left now on the auld 
tree— heal be your portion^" 
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«She is dead!— She is slain!— It has 
come ower late T exclaimed Jeanie, wriag« 
ijig her hands. 

"No, Jeanie/' returned Deans, in the 
same grave melancholy tone. *^ She lives 
in the flesh, and is at freedom from earthly 
restraint, if she were as much alive in faithj 
tod as free from the bonds of Satan." 

^ The Lord protect us V said Jeanie. — 
^' Can the unhappy bairn hae left you for 
(hat villain ?" 

« It is ower truly spoken,'* said Deans — 
^ She has left her auld father, that has wept 
and prayed for her — She has left her sister, 
th^t travailed and toiled for her like a mo- 
ther—She has lefl the bones of her mother, 
and the land of her people, and she is ower 
the march wi' that son of Belial — She has 
inade a moonlight flitting of it.'' He pau- 
sed, for a feeling betwixt sorrow and strong 
resentment choked his utterance. 

** And wi' that man ? — that fearfu* man ?" 
said Jeanie. '* And she has left us to gang 
^wi' him ?~0 £ffie, Eflie, wha could hae 
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thought it, after sic a deliverance as yoa 
had been gifted wi* !" 

^» She went out from us, my bairn, be- 
cause she was not of us,'* replied David. 
•• She is a withered branch will never bear 
fruit of grace — a scape-goat gone forth in- 
to the wilderness of the world, to carry wi* 
her, as I trust, the sins of our little congre- 
gation. The peace of the warld gang wi' 
her, and a better peace when she has the 
grace to turn to it. If she is of His elect- 
ed. His ain hour will come. What would 
her mother have said, that famous and me- 
morable matron, Rebecca M'Naught, whose 
memory is like a flower of sweet savour in 
Newbattle, and a pot of frankincense in 
Lugton ? — But be it sae — ^let her part— -let 
her gang her gate — let her bite on her ain 
bridle — The Lord kens his time— She was 
the bairn of prayers, and may not prove an , 
utter cast-away. But never, Jean ie— never 
more let her name be spoken between you 
and me — She hath passed from us like the 
brook which vanisheth when the summer 
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vaxeth warm, as patient Job saith — ^let her 
pass, and be forgotten.'' 

There was a melancholy pause which 
followed these expressions. Jeanie would 
fiun have asked more circumstances rela- 
ting to her sister's departure, but the tone 
of her father's prohibition was positive. 
She was about to mention her interview 
with Staunton at his father's rectory ; but, 
on hastily running over the particulars in 
her memory, she thought that, on the whole, 
they were more likely to aggravate than 
diipinish his distress of mind. She turned, 
therefore, the discourse from this painful 
subject, resolving to suspend farther enqui- 
17 until she should see Butler, from whom 
ihe expected to learn the particulars of her 
sister's elopement. 

But when was she to see Butler? was a 
question she could not forbear asking her- 
self, especially while her father, as if eager 
to escape from the subject of his youngest 
daughter, pointed to the opposite shore of 
Dumbarton- shire, and asking Jeanie <* if it 
Serena a pleasant abode ? declared to her 
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his intention of removing his earthiy taber^ 
nacle to that country, in respect he was so^ 
licited by his Grace the Duke of Argyle, 
as one well skilled in country.labour, and 
a' that appertained to flocks and herds, to 
superintend a store-farm, whilk his Grace 
bad ta'en into his ain hand for the improve* 
ment of stock." 

Jeanie's heart sunk within her at this de-^ 
claration. ^< She allowed it was a goodly 
and pleasant land, and sloped bonnity to 
the western sun f and she doobtedna that 
the pasture might be very gi^e, for the 
grass looked green, for as drouthy as tb^ 
weather had been. But it was far fras 
hame, and she thought she wad be often 
thinking on the bonny spots of turi; sae fif 
of gowans and yellow king-cups,, among 
the Craigs at St Leonard's.** 

«< Dinna speak on't, Jeanie,'* said her fa- 
ther i ^ I wish never to hear it named 
mair — that is, after the rouping is ower, and 
the bills paid. But I brought a' the beasto 
ower bye that 1 thought ye Wad like best. 
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Hiere is Gowans, and there's your tin 
brodut cow, and the wee hawkit ana, that 
ye ca'd— I Bcedoa tell ye how ye ca*d it— 
but I eouldmi hid them sell the creature, 
thoagh the sight o*t oaay sometimes gie us 
a 8sir heart — it's no the poor dumb crea^ 
lure's fault*— And ane or twa beasts mair I 
hae reserved, and' I caused them to be 
driven * before the other beasts, that men 
might say,. as when the son of Jesse letum- 
ed fiom battle> ' This is David's spoil' " 

Upon more particular enquiry, Jeanie 
£Mmd new occasion to admire the active 
beneficence of her friend the Duke of Ar« 
gjle. While establishing a sort of experi- 
meotal farm on the skirts of hia immense 
Highland estates, he had been somewhat at 
s loss to find a proper person in whom to 
vest the charge of it. The conversation 
his Grace had upon country matters with 
fcanie Deans during their return from 
(Uchmond, had impressed him with a be* 
lief that the father, whose experience and 
Access she so frequently quoted, must be 
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exactly the sort of person whom he wanted. 
When the condition annexed to Effie's par* 
don rendered it highly probable that David 
Deans would chuse to change his place of 
residence, this idea again occurred to the 
Duke more strongly, and as he was an en- 
thusiast equally in agriculture and in bene- 
. volence, he imagined he was serving the 
-purposes of both, when he wrote- to the 
gentleman in Edinburgh entrusted with his 
ai&irs, to enquire into the character of 
^- David Deans, cow-feeder, and so forth, at 
St Leonard's Crags; an^>if he foimd him 
such as he had been represented, to engage 
him without delay, and on the most liberal 
terms, to superintend his fancy-farm in 
Dumbartonshire, 

The proposal was made to old David l^ 
the gentleman so commissioned, on the se- 
cond day after his daughter's pardon had 
reached Edinburgh. His resolution to leave 
St Leonard's had been already formed; 
the honour of an express invitation from 
the £>uke of Argyle to superintend a de* 
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partment where so miich skill and diligence 
Mras required, was in itself extremely flatter- 
ing ; and the more so, because honest Da- 
vid, who was not without an excellent opi- 
nion of his own talents, persuaded himself 
that, by accepting this charge, he would in 
some sort repay the great favour he had re- 
ceived at the hands of the Argyle family. 
The appointments, including the right of 
sufficient grazing for a small stock of his 
own,Vere amply liberal ; and David's keen 
eye saw that the situation was convenient 
for trafficking to advantage in Highland 
cattle. There was risk of " her'ship'* from 
the neighbouring mountains, indeed ; but 
the awful name of the Duke of Argyle 
would be a great security, and a trifle of 
hlack mail would, David wa^ aware, assure 
his safety*, 

Still, however, there were two points on 
which he haggled. . The first was the cha- 
racter of the clergyman with whose worship 
he was to join ; and on this delicate point 
he received, as we will presently show the 

E 2 
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reader, perfect satisfaction* The next ob- 
stacle was the condition of his youngest 
daughter, obbged as she was to leave Scot- 
land for so no any years. 

The gentleman of the law smiled, and said, 
** There was no occasion to interpret that 
elause very strictly— that if the young wo- 
man left Scotland for a few months, or eveik 
weeks, and came to her father's newresidence 
by sea from the western side of Bngland, no- 
body would know of her arrival, or at least 
nobody who had either the right or inclinfk- 
tion to give her disturbance. The exten- 
sive heritable jurisdictions of his Grace ex- 
cluded the interference of other magis* 
trates with those living on his estates, and 
they who were in immediate dependence 
09 him would receive orders to give the 
young woman no disturbance. Living on 
the verge of the Highlands, she might, in- 
deed, be said to be out of Scotland, that is^ 
beyond the bounds of ordinary law and ci- 
vilization." • 

Old Deans was not quite satisfied with 
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Hm reasoning ; but the elopement of EflSe^ 
which took place on the third night after 
her liberation^ rendered his residence at St 
LeoBard's so detestable to hifn, that he 
closed at once with the proposal which had 
been made him» and entered with pleasure 
into the idea of surprising Jeanie, as had^ 
been proposed by the Duke, to render the - 
change of residence more striking to hen 
The Duke had apprized Archibald of thiese 
ctrcumstancesy with orders^^to act according 
to the instructions he should receive from 
Edinburgh, and by which accordingly he^ 
was directed to bring Jeanie to Roseneath# 

The father and daughter communicated - 
these matters to each other, now stopping, 
now walking slowly towards the Lodge>. 
which showed itself among the trees, at 
about half a mile's distance from the little :^ 
bay in which they had landed. ^ 

As they approached the housei David' 
Beans informed bis daughter, with some- 
whatlike a grim smile, which was the utmost 
advance he^ ever . made towards a mirthful 
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* 

expression of visage, that ** there was batth 
a worshipful gentleman, and ane reverend 
gentlemanyresiding therein. The worshipful 
gentleman was his honour the Laird of 
Knocktarlitie, who was baillie of the lord- 
ship under theDuke of Argyle, ane Hieland 
gentleman, tarr'd wi' the same stick,^ Da- 
vid doubted, ** as mony of them, namely, 
a hasty and choleric temper, and a neglect 
of the higher things that belong to salva- 
tion, and also a gripping unto the things of 
this world, without muckle distinction o£ 
property-— but, however, ane gude hospi- 
table gentleman, with whom it would be a 
part of wisdom to live On a good under- 
standing — (for Hielandmen wereh{isty,ower 
hasty.)— As for the reverend person of whom 
he had spoken, he was candidate by favour 
of the Duke of Argyle (for David would not 
for the universe have called him presen- 
tee) to the kirk of the parish in which their 
farm was situated, and he was likely to be 
highly acceptable unto the Christian souls 
of the parish, who were hungering for spi- 
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ritual tnanna^ having been fed but upon 
sour Hieland sowens by Mr Duncan Mac 
DoDought, the last minister, who began the 
morning duly» Sunday and Saturday, with 
a mutcbkin of usquebaugh. But I need 
say the less about the present lad,** said 
David, again grimly grimacing, ** as I 
think ye may hae seen him afore ; and here 
he is come to meet us." 

She had indeed seen him before, for it 
was no other than Reuben Butler himself. 



110 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 



CHAPTER VI. 

?f more slialt thou behold thy sister's &or; : 
Thou bast abeady badlier last embrace* 

« 

Elegy on Mr9 J^ne KiUigretf. 

This second surprise had been accom- 
|>lished fOT Jeanie Deans by the rod <rf the 
same benevolent enchanter, whoise power 
had transplanted her father from the crags of 
St Leonard's to the banks of theGare-Lodi. 
The Duke of Argyle was not a person ta^ 
forget the hereditary debt of gratitude, 
which had been bequeathed to him by his 
grandfather, in favour of the grandson of old 
Bible Butler. He had internally resolved 
to provide for Reuben Butler in this kirk of 
Knocktarlitie, of which the incumbent had 
just departed this life. Accordingly, his 
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agent received the necessary instructicms 
fcH* that purpose^ under the quatifpng cbn« 
dition always that the leamhig and cha» 
racter of Mr Butler should be found pro* 
per for the charge. Upon enquiry, these 
were fimnd as highly satisfactory as had 
been reported in the case of David Deans 
Imnself. 

By this preferment, the Duke of Argyle 
more essentially benefited his friend and 
protegee, Jeanie, than he himself was aware 
of, smce he contributed to remove objec- 
tions in her father's mind to the match, 
which he had no idea had been in exist-, 
ence.' 

We have already noticed that Deans 
had something of a prej udice against Butler, 
which was, perhaps, in some degree owing 
to his possessing a sort of ccHisciousness 
that the poor usher looked with eyes o£ 
affection upon his elder daughter. This^ 
in David's eyes, was a sin of presumption^ 
even although it should not be followed by I 

4ny overt act, or actual proposal. But the 

2 
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lively interest which Butler had displayed^ 
in his distresses, since Jeanie set forth on har 
London expedition, and which, therefore^ 
he ascribed to personal respect for himsdf 
individually, had greatly softened the feeU 
ings of irritability with which David had 
sometimes regarded him. And, while he 
was in this good disposition towards Butler, 
another incident took place which had great 
influence on the old man's mind. 

So soon as the shock of Effie's second 
elopement was over, it was Demis's early 
care to collect and refund to the Laird of 
Dumbiedikes the money which he had 
lent for EfSe's trial, and for Jeanie's travel- 
ling expences. The Laird, the pon^, the 
cocked hat, and ^e tobacco-pipe, had not 
been seen at Saint Leonard's Crags for 
many a day ; so that, in order to pay this 
debt, David was under the necessity of re- 
pairing in person to the mansion of Dum- 
biedikes. * 

He found it in a state of unexpected 
bustle. There were workmen pulling down 
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some of the old hangings, and replacmg 
them with others, altering, repairing, scrub- 
bing painting, and white-washing. There 
was no knowing the old house, which had 
been so long the mansion of sloth and si- 
l^ce. The Laird himself seemed in $ome 
confiision, and his reception, though kind^ 
lacked something of the reverential eordial- 
itjr with which he used to greet David 
Deans. There was a change also, David 
did not very well know what, about the ex- 
taior. of this landed proprietor — an im- 
provement in the shape of his garments, a 
spraceness in the air with which they were 
put on, that were both novelties. Even 
the old hat looked smarter ; the cock had 
been newly pointed, the lace had been re- 
freshed, and instead of slouching backward 
or forward on the Laird's head, as it hap- 
pened to be thrown on, it was adjusted 
with a knowing inclination over one eye. 

David Deans opened his business, and 
tdd down the cash. Dumbiedikes incU- 
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ned his ear to the one^ and ckmnted tk 
other with great accuracy, kitermptiog 
David, while he was talking t>fi3ie redemp- 
tion of the captivity of Judah, to adLUm 
whether he did not think one or two of tiie 
guineas looked rather light. When he iim 
satisfied on this point, had pocketted Ik 
money, and had signed a receipt, he addrett* 
ed David with some little hesitatioD,--^ 
^ Jeanie wad be writing ye somethini^ 
gudeman ?" 

** About the siller?'* replied Davie-^ 
** Nae doubt, die did.^ : 

'^ And did she say nae mair abauJtBie ?? 
asked the Laird. 

*^ Nae mair but kind and Christian m^ 
~-what suld she hae said," r^jdied Davii^ 
fiiUy expecting that the Lidrd's k>ng coiflifr 
ship (if his dangling after Jeanie. desonrei 
so active a name,) was no w coming to » 
point. And so indeed it was, but not 
to that point which he wished or ex- 
pectei 
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*" Aweel, she kens her ain mind best, 
Gudeman.' I hae made a clean house o* 
Jennie Balchristie and her niece. They 
were a bad pack — steai'd meat and mault, 
and loot the carters magg the coals — Tm 
to be married the mom, and kirkit on Sun- 
day * * 

Whatever David felt, he was too proud 

and too steady-minded to show atiy un* 

plea^nt surprise in his countenance and 

manners. 
** I wuss ye happy, sir, through Him that 

gies ha|>piness*~marriage is an honoiurahle. 

state.*' 

" And I am wedding into an honourable 
house, David— the Laird of Lickpelfs 
youngest daughter — ^she sits next us in 
the kirk, and that's the way I eame to 
think on*t." 

There was no more to be said, but againi^ 
to wish the Laird joy, to taste a cup of his 
Hquor, and to walkl^ack again to St Leo- 
sard's, musing on the mutability of huniaQ 
affairs aud human resolutions. The expec- 
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tation that, one day or other, Jeanie would 
be Lady Dumbiedikes, had, in spite of 
himself, kept a more absohite possession of 
David's mind than he himself was aware o£ 
At least, it had hitherto seemed an union at 
all times within his daughter's reach, when- 
ever she might chuse to give her silent lo- 
ver any degree of encouragement, and now 
it was vanished for ever. David returned, 
therefore, in no very gracious humour for 
so good a man. He was angry with Jeanie 
for not having encouraged the Laird— he 
was angry with the Laird for requiring en* 
couragement— and he was angry with him- 
self for being angry at aU on the occasion. 
On his return he found the gentleman 
,who managed the Duke of Argyle's affiiirs 
was desirous of seeing him, with a view to 
completing the arrangement between them. 
Thus, after a brief repose, he was obliged 
to set off anew for Edinburgh, so that dd 
May Hettly declared, « That a* this waste 
end with the master just walking himsd 
aff his feet." 



'J 
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'When the business respecting the farm 
had been talked over and arranged, the 
professional gentleman acquainted David 
Deans^ in answer to his enquiries concern- 
ing the state of public worship, that it waa 
tbe }deasure of the Duke to put an exceU 
lent young clergyman, caUed Reuben But- 
ler, into the parish, which was to be his 
fiiture residence. 

** Reuben Butler !** exclaimed David—- 
"^ Reub^i Butler, the usher at Libber* 
ton?" 

" The very same," said the Duke's com- 
missioner; '' his Grace has heard an excellent 
character of him, and has some hereditary 
obligations to him besides — ^few ministers 
will be so comfortable as I am directed to 
make Mr Butler " 

" Obligations ? — The Duke ? — ^Reuben 
Butler {—^Reuben Butler a placed minister 
of the Kirk of Scotland r exclaimed Da- 
^d, in interminable astonishment, for some- 
how he had been led by the bad success 
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wbicji Butler had Mthertb n&et with in all 
his undertakings, to consider him as one of 
those step*$ons o£ Fortune, whom she treater 
with unceasing rigour, and ends with dis^ 
inheriting altogether. 

There is, perhaps, no time at whidi w^:^ 
are disposed to think so hi^dy of a MeoAr* 
as when we find faim stan^ng higher than ' 
we expected in the esteem of others. Wheaf* 
assured of the reality of Butler's cdiaDge^ 
id proi^ects, David expressed his great 
satisfaction at his success in life, which, h^-^ 
observed, was entirely owing to himself.^ 
^' I advised his puir gran&aiother, who vr9$^ 
but a silly woman, to breed him up t0 At^i 
ministry ; and I prophesied that. With s ' 
blessing on his endeavours, he would he^^ 
<x>Tae a polished shaft in the temple. He'^ 
was something ower proud o' his carnal ^ 
learning, but a gude lad, and has the root I 
of the matter — as ministers gang now,^' 
where yell find ane better, ye'll fcid tea j 
waur than Reuben Butler." ' 

i 
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He took leave of the man of bili^eis;s, 
«Bd walked tomeward, fi)rgetting his w^a* 
^amsi in tiie iwioiis i^aeulations to wbieh 
Uns wond^ul poiece of Hitdli^nce gave 
[luft Honert David liad now» like other 
I^Beat mi^ to go to work fo reconcile his 
I ^«ealati ve principles vnth existmg cireum* 
fstflSic^s:; and, like other great men, when 
tlK^ 9^ senousty about that task, he wfti 
^AaMy saccessfuL 

I ^ Ought Keuben Butler in ocmsdence to 
|lo6ept of "^this prefermsEit in the Kirk of 
Sttdand,. sttb^ as David .t present 
jllm^t thftt eitablishiiien^ was to the lE,rs^ 
jboi encroadBnents df the eivil power ?^ 
iBm was the leadii^ question, and he con- 
ndered it careftiEy. *^ The Kirk of Scot- 
bad was shorn of its beams, and deprived 
bf its full artillery and banners of authori- 
ty ; but still it contained zealous and fruc- 
fifying . pastors, attentive congregations!, 
iBd, With all her spots and blemishes, the 
toe of this Kirk was no where else to be 
^uponesrth." 
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David^^ doubts had beai too many and 

too critical to permit him ever unequiTo- 

oally to unite himself with any of the dijs- 

senters, who, upon various accounts^ abso* 

solutely seceded from the national chuidi. 

He had often joined in communion widi 

such of the established clergy as approadied. 

nearest to the old presbyterian modd,abd 

principles of 1640. And although there w^aei 

many things to be amended in that system, i 

yet he remembered that he, David Deans^ . 

had himself ever been a humble pleader £» 2 

the good old cause in a legal way, buti 

without rushmg into right-hand excesae^ 

divisions, and separations. But, as an ex^e- 

my to separation, he might join the ji^tl 

hand of fellowship with, a minister of t}i< 

Kirk of Scotland in its present mod< 

Ergo, Reuben Butler might take 

sion of the parish of Knocktarlitie, withoui 

forfeiting his friendship or favour — Q. £. 

But, secondly, came the trying point, 

lay-patronage, which David Deans h 

ever maintained to be a coming in by 
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window, and over the wall, a cheating and 
starvmg the souls of a whole parish, for the 
, purpose of clething the back and filling the 
belly of the incumbent. 

This presentation, therefore, from the 
Duke of Argyle, whatever was the worth 
and high character of that nobleman, was 
a limb of the brazen image, a portion of 
the evil thing, and with no kind of con-^ 
astency could David bend his mind to fe- 
vour such a transaction. But if the pa- 
mhioners themsdives joihed in a general 
eall to Reuben Butler to be their pajstor, it 
did not ^eem quite so evident that the ex- 
istence of this unhappy presentation was 
a reason fdr his refusing them the comforti^ 
of his doctrine. If the presbytery admitted 
him to the kirk, in virtue rather of that 
act of patronage, thairof the general call of 
fhe congregation, that might be their er- 
TOT, and David allowed it was a heavy one. 
But if Retiben Butler, accepted of the care 
*8 tendered to him by those whom he was 
cdtetf fe>^t;elicfi, ixH who had expressed 
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themselves desirous to lear$^ppavid» afln 
considering and reconsidenng the matt^,, 
came, through the great ffjurtue of if, to be 
of opinion that he mi^i^ safely sp^^ct in 
that matter. 

There remained a third stumhling-Uock 
«^the oaths to government exacted from 
the established plergymen,in which they ac* 
knowledged an Erastian king and parlia- 
ment, and homologated the incorporating 
Union between England and Scotland, 
through which the latter kingdom had 
become part and portion of the former, 
wherein prelacy, the sistw of popery, had 
made faist her throne, and elevat^ tlie 
horns of her mitra These were symptoms 
of defection which had often made X)aTid 
cry out, " My bowels — ipy bow^! — I a^ft. 
paiiied at the vay, heart!" And h^ r^, 
membered tbftt a godly !Bow4iead matron 
bad be^i carried out of theTcdbooth ChuK& 
in a swoon, beyond the leach of \mm^ 
and burnt feaUiers, menely on hoK^^bm 
fearful wordi^ '* {t is enacte^ ^f)^^ \filf^' 
^pkrUmA and temppxal," prcmoiia^i^m 
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a Scottish pulpit^ in the proem to the Porte- 
aus Proclamation. These oaths were, there- 
fore, a deep compliance and dire abomina* 
tion— a sin and a snare, and a danger and a 
defection. But this Shibboleth was not al- 
ways exacted. Ministers had respect to their 
own tender consciences, and those of their 
brethren ; and it was not till a later period 
that the reins were taken up tight by the 
General Assemblies and Presbyteries. The 
peace-making particle came again to Da- 
vid's assistance. If an incumbent waiSi not 
called upon to make such compliances, and 
j/^be got a right entry into the church with- 
out intrusion, arid by orderly appointment, 
why, upon the whofe, David Deai^' came 
to-be of opinion, that he might lawfully eii« 
joy the i^irituality and t^fmporality of the 
eiH^of soids at Knodctarfitie, with stipenct 
manc^, glebe, and all' ther^rito appertain- 
fflg. 

!Eiie best arid most uprigfat-^mtnded men 
are so sttongly influenced b^ ^^isdsting cir« 
cansstatM^, thit it weuld be knioeWiiat 
mid tc^ ^iqikik^ ioqri^wly nvihat weigtt 
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paternal affection gave to titeiie/.'ii^^uous 
t]:ains of reasoning. Let iDdvid D^ipi^ 
situation Tje considered^ j He was just de- 
prived of one daughter, ^and his eldest, to 
whom he owed so much, was cut off, by the 
sudden resolution of Dumbiedikes, from the 
high hope which David had entertamedi 
that she might one day be mistress of that 
fair lordship. Just while this disappoint- 
ment w:as bearing heavy on his spirits, 
^Butler comes before his imagination — no 
longer the half-starved thread-bare udier, 
but fat and Aeek aaid fair, the beneficed ml* 
nister of Knocktarlitie, bdoved by faia <s(g^ 
gregs^tipn»*~exemplary in his life,«^pawiEaN 
fui in his doctrmer-^doiDg Ute duty of tii^ 
lark as neva*. ICghlaiid minister did it be- 
foise^T— turning sinners as ^a coUey^ dog turns 
shpep,— a finrourite ^f the Duke of Ax^ 
gyle, and drawing a stipend of «ight hun** 
dred punds Scots, and four cfaalders of vie- 
tuai. Here was a match, making up, itt 
David's mind, in a: tenfold, degree the dis^ 
* appointeient in tibe ease.of DuralHedikes> 
in ji6 ftTf as. tibe goodman bf St Leonard/a 
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hdd a powewMl minister in much greater 
admiraiioh thUi a mere landed proprietor. 
B; did not occdi to him, as an additional 
reasoil in favour ^ of the match, that Jeanie 
might herself have some choice in the mati- 
ter ; for the idea of consulting her feelings 
never once entered into the honest man's 
head, any more than the possibility that 
tier indhmtion might perhaps differ from 
'Ksown. 

The result of his meditations was, that 
lie was caUed' upon to take the manage- 
meiit of Hie whole alRur into his own hand, 
and give, if it should be found possible 
without sinful oompliaiK^, or backsliding, 
or defection of any kind, a w(^hy pastor to 
the kirk of Ejiocktarlitie. Acci>rdingly, by 
the intervention of the honest dealer in but- 
ter-milk who dwelt in Libberton, David 
summoned to his presence Reuben Butler. 
Even from this wcMrthy messenger he was 
uiiaMe to conceal certain swelling emotions 
of dignity, in so much, thati^^when the car* 
ter had communicated hi« message to the 
usher, he added> that ** Certdnly the gude- 



198 TALEfi^ OF If Y LAK&LOBD. 

man of St Lieonard's had some grand news 
to tell Mm, for he was as uplifted as a mid- 
den-cock upon pattens." 

Butler, it may readily be conceived, im- 
mediatdy obeyed the summons. His was 
ii plain character, in whidi worth and good 
sense and simplicity were the principal in* 
gredients ; but love, on tins occasion, gave 
him a certain de^gree of address. He had 
received an intimation of the favour de- 
signed him by the Duke ci Argyle^ with 
VKhat feelings those only can conceive, whe 
liave experieSC§d a sudden prospest^ of be: 
ing raised to iiidependence and respeeti 
£x)m penury and toiL He resolved, how- 
ever, that the old man should retain all the 
coiisequence of b^g, in his own ojmiioii, 
the first to communicate the important in- 
telligenoe. At the same time, he also de- 
termined that in the expected conferesoce 
he would permit David Deans to expatiate 
at loigth upon die pr(qM>sal, in all its bear^ 
ings, without irritating him either by inter* 
ruptdon or contradiction* This kst ]datt W43 
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thetiioi* ppmhnt he could have adopted ; 
faeeause, ahikn^gh there were many doubla 
whiek David Deaha could fahnself deer up 
ix> Ms own ^si^i&dtion, yet he might have 
been by no means disposed to accept the 
addition of any other person ; and to ea* 
gage him in an argument would have been 
certain to confirm jtim at oAce and for ever 
in thie opinion which Butler chanced to 
impi:^^ 

He xemved lis firi^id with an appear* 
anee of importatat gravity, which real mis* 
forbme Imd long compelled him to lay 
iade/and which belmiged to those days of 
awful authority in whidi he predomina* 
ted over Widow Butler, tfid dictated the 
mode of cultivating the crofts at Beerdbe* 
ba. He acquainted Beubafi at great pro* 
Bxity with the prospect erf his dianging 
his present residence for the charge of the 
Buke of Argyle's stods:*farm in Dumbar* 
toQshire, ^un^ated the various advan- 
tages of the situation with obvious self* 
eongratulation ; but assured the patient 
hearar^ that ncything had so much moved? 
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him to acoeptdnoe, as the sense that^ b]f hit 
ddll in bestiid, he oauld vender the most 
important services to his Grace the Duke 
9f Argyle, to whom, ^^ in the jate tmhap« 
py circmnstance," (here a tew dimmed tte 
sparkle. of pride in the (dd man's eye,) he 
had been sae muckle Obliged. 
; *\ To put a rude Hidandman into m a 
charge, what could be expected but tfadi 
he suld be sic a cfaiefest herdsman, as wiefe 
ed Do^ the Edomite ; whereas, while this 
grey head is to the fore, not a duteb' Hum 
but sail be. as weel cared £br as if ibfff. 
were the fatted kine of Fharoah.— -And 
viQvr, ReuiKB, lad, seeing we maun remove 
our tent to a strange country, ye will ht 
casting a dolefu' look after us, and thinki 
ing with whom ye are to h^id counefl 
anent your ^vernment in thae slippay and 
backsliding times ; ^ and nae doubt remaH'* 
bering, that the auld man, David Deand^ 
Was made the instrument to bring you out 
of the mire of schism and heresy, wh^dn 
your father^s house ddiighted to wallow; 
afteu also, nae doubt, when ye ^^peess* 
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fd wi- insnaring trials and tentaiions and 
lieart-plaguess^ you, that are like a recruit 
liiat is marching for the first time to the 
took of drum, will miss the auld bauld and 
experienced reteran soldier, that has felt 
tlie brunt of mony a foul day, and heard^ 
the bullets whistle as alien as he iias hairs 
left on his auld pow.** 

It is very possible that Butler might in- 
ternally be of opinion, that the reflection 
on his ancestor's peculiar tenets might have 
been spared, or that he ihight be presuihp- 
tnous enough even to think, that, at lus 
years and with his own lights, he might 
be able to hold his course without the pi- 
lotage of honest David. But he only re- 
plied, by exjpressing his regret, that any 
tMng should separate him from an anci- 
ent, tried, and afibctionate friend. 

"But how can it be helped, inan V said 
David, twisting his features into a sort of 
smilfr-^" How can we help it ?* — I trow 
ye canna tell me that — ^Ye maun leave that 
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to itber folk— to the Duke of Argyle and 
me, Reuben. It's a gude thing to hae 
friends in this warld — how muckle better 
to hae an interest beyond it !" 

. And David, whose piety, though not 
always quite rational, was as sincere as it 
was habitual and fervait, looked reverea- 
tidly upward, and paused. Mr Butler iuti* 
mated the pleasure with which he would 
receive his fneod's advice on a subject so 
important, and David resumed. 

" What think ye now, Heuben, of a 
kirk*-a regular kirk under the present ^^ 
tablishmeiit ? — ^Were sic offered to ye, wad 
ye be free to accept it, and under whilk 
provisions ?—*I am speaking but by way of 
query." 

. Butler rej^edt f^ That if such a prospeot 
were held out to hip, he would probid^ 
first consult whether he was likely tp^be 
Ireful to the parish he should be caUed t»i 
and if there appear^ a fair prospect iif Im 
proving sojf jbis &iei|d must be awais^ tlmt, 
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in every other point of view, it would be 
MgUy advtotageous for him." 

" Right, Reuben, very i^ht, hd — ^your 
ain consd^nce is the fiinsit thing to be sati»- 
fied--for how i^aH he teach others that has 
himsel sae iQ learned the Scriptures, as to 
iprip for the lucre of foul earthly i^ferment^ 
lie as geiur and maiise, money and victual, 
that which is not his in a spiritual sense—* 
er wha makes his kirk a stalking-horse to 
tak aim at his stipend ? But I look fbr bet» 
ter things ^you--^and specially ye maun be 
aonded not to act altogether on your ain: 
judgment, £»* therethrough comes sah; mis- 
takes, backslidihgs, and defections,, on the 
fefit and on the r%ht. if tibere were sic a 
day of trial put to you,, Reub^i, you, who* 
aipea young hid^ alliiough it maybe ye are 
gifted wi' the carnal^ tongues, and those^ 
whilk were spoken at Rome, whUk is now 
Ae sesrf; of the scarlet abomination,, and by 
tiie Greeks, to whom the gospel was as focd- 
&lm^5s,;yet nae-the4ess ye may be entreated' 
by your weeL-wishers to take the counsel 
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of those prudent mid resolved and weatiier- 
withstanding professors, wha hae kenned 
what it was to lurl^ on h&nks and in mouses, 
in bogs and in caverns, and to ri& the^eil 
of the head against the honesty of Ite 
heart/' 

Butler replied, ^ That certainly, possess^ 
ing such a friend as he hoped and trusted 
he had in the goodman himself, who had 
seen so many changesln tSie preceding cen^ 
tury, he should be much to Uame if he ^ 
not avail himself of his experienoe and 
friendly counsel." 

" Eneugh said — eneugh said, Reuben," 
said David Deans, with internal exulta- 
tion ; " and say that ye were in the predi- ' 
cament whereof I hae spoken, of a surety^I 
would deem it my duty to gaiigto tJie rate 
o' the matter, and lay bare the ulcers and 
imposthumes, and the sores and the lepro 
sies, of this our time to ydu, crying aloud 
and sparing not." '^ 

Day id Deans was now in His elemettt.- 
He commenced his examination of the doc* 
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trines and belief of the Christian Church 
mOk the very Culdees, from whom he pass- 
e4 to John Knox^ — from John Knox to 
the i^usants in James the Sixth's time,— 
firuce. Black, Blair, Livingstone, — ^frbm 
them to the brief, and at length triumphant ^ 
period of the presbyteriian church's splen« 
dmir, until it was over-run by the English 
independents! Then followed the dismal 
times of prela^, the indulgences, sevien in ' 
number, with all their shades and bearings, 
until he arrived at the reign of King James, 
in which he himself had been, in his own 
mind, neither an obscure actor rior an ob^ 
scure sufferer. Then was Butlar doomed ^ 
to hear the most detailed - and annotated 
ecBtion of what he had so often heard be-* 
fore— David Deans's otofinement, namely, 
ittthe iron cage in the Canongate Tolbooth, 
and the cause thereof. 

We should be very unjust to our friend 
David Deans, if we should " pretermit," to 
use im own expression, a narrative which 
he l^d essential to his fame. A drunken 
trooper t)f the Royal Guards, Francis Gor»- 
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dcofi by name, had diased five or six of lie 
skulking whig8» 9xnong whom was our 
friend David ; and after he had compiled 
them to staad^and was in ibe act <^I»rawt 
ing with them, one of their number fireda 
podcet-pistol, and sh^t him dead. Davkt 
used to sneer and shake his head when mj 
one asked him whether he had been the 
instnunent of removing this wicked peme^ 
cutor from the face of the earth. In fact,. 
the merit of the deed lay between him and 
his friend Patrick Walker, the pedhu*, whose 
works he was so fond of quoting. Neithtf 
Df them cared directly to daim the m^ 
of silencing Mr Frands Gordon of the Ufi 
Guards, there being some wild cousins of 
Ids about Edinburgh who might have been 
even yet addicted to revenge, but yet nei* 
ther of them chose to disown or yidd t0 
the other the merit of this active defence a£ 
their religious rites. David said, that if he 
lud fired a piistol th^, it was what he never 
^d after or before. And as for Mr Paixifft; 
Walk^,. he has left it upon record^ tibatiw 
great surprise was, that so small a pistd 
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could kill SO big a man. These are the 
wcnxU of that venerable biographer, whos^ 
trade had npt taught him by experience, 
that ant inch was as good as aa elL ^ He,^' 
(Francis Gordon,) '^ got a shot in his head 
out of a pocket-]Hstol, radieriit fw divert* 
ing a boy than killing such a furious, mad» 
Inisk man, which notwithstanding killed 
him dead T 

Upon the extensive foundation which 
the history of the kirk afforded, during its 
shiMrt^lived triumph and long tribulation,, 
David, with length of la*eath and of nar» 
ration, wMdi would have astounded any 
<me but a lover of his daught^, proceeded 
to lay down his own rules fcx guiding the 
^nsdence of his friend, as stgk aspirant to 
serve in the ministry. Upon tljiis subjects 
the good, man went through such a va^ 
riety of nice and casuistical problems, sup^ 
posed so va&ny extreme cases, made the 
distincticms so critical and nioe betwixt the^ 
lj|gbt hand and the left hasid — betwixt 
mmpliaiw^ and defection— holding ba(& 
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and (Stepping asdde-^slipping and Bttimlv 
Hng — snares^ and errors — ^that at lengtli; 
after having limited the path of troth far 
a mathematical line, he was brought to 
1)ie broad admission, that eadb man's oon^ 
sdence, after he had gained a certain view 
of the difficult navigation which he was to 
encounter, woidd be the best gaide for Mr 
pilotage. He stated the examples and ar- 
guments for and against the acceptance of 
a kirk on the present revolution models 
with much more impartidity to Butler 
than he had been able to place tiiem be* 
fore his own view. And he concluded;' 
that he ought to think upon these things' 
and be guided by the voice of his own codk 
science, whether he could take such an aw- 
ful trust as the charge of souls, without dd*'- 
ing injury to his own internal convfctiafl 
of what is right or wrong. ' 

When David had concluded his vdy 
long harangue, which was only mterruptel 
by monosyllables, or Utde more, nn the;pii^ 
of Butier, the orator hiibself wutt gif^s^ ' 
astonished to find that the conclusion, at * 
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wUeh he very naturally wished to arrive, 
seemed mudi kss decisively attained than 
when, he had argued the case in his own 

In this particular, David's current of 
tlunking imd speaking only illustrated the 
iFery important and general proposition 
(xmoeming the ^ccdUehc^ of the publicity 
of debate. For, under the influence of any 
partial feeling, it is certain, that most men 
can mudi n(K>re easily reconcile themselvea 
to any fitvourite measure when agitating 
it in their own mind, than when obliged to 
expose its merits to a third party, wheii 
the necesisdty of seedling impartial procures 
f(Hr. the opposite arguments a much more 
fior statement than that which he affords it 
in tadt meditetion. Having finished what 
he had to say, David thought himself ob- 
liged to be more explicit, and to exj^n 
that this was no hypothetical case, but one 
on which, (by his own influence and that of 
the Duke of Argyle,) Reuben Butler would 
soon be called to decide. 
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. It was even with sraiething like apj»e* 
hension that David Deans hea»i Butler 
announce, in return to this eommnnica* 
tion, that he would take that night to con- 
sider an what he had said with such kind 
intentions, and return him an answer the 
next morning. The feelings o£ the fatfaa^ 
mastered David on this occasion. He press* 
ed Butl^ to spend the evening with him 
«ii»He produced, mbst unusual at his meals^ 
one, nay, two hotdes of aged strong ale.-—* 
He spoke of his daughter— of her merits 
•—har housewifery-^her tibnfl-~her affec^ 
tion. He led Butler so decidedly up to a 
declaration of his feelings towards Jeani^ 
that, hefore night»&ll, it was distinctly mK 
derstood she was to be the bride of B;eubesi 
Butler ; and if they thought it indelicate 
to abridge tte period of deliberatioin whidi 
Reuben had stipulated^ it seemed to be 
sufficiently understood betwixt them, that 
there was a strong probability of his beco- 
ming minister of Enocktarlitie, providiBg 
the congregation were as willing to acoq^ 



(yflum, as the Duke to grant him the pre* 
seatation. The matter of the oaths, thej 
agreed, it was time enough to dispute ahoutj 
whenever the Shibboleth should be ten- 
dered. 

Many arrangements were adopted that 
evening, which were afterwards ripened by 
correspondence with the Duke of Argyle'g 
man of business, who intrusted Deans and 
Butler with the benevolent wish of his prin- 
dpal, that they should all meet with Jeanie, 
on her return from [England, at the Duke's 
hunting-lodge in Roseneath. 

This retrospect, so far as the placid loves 
0f Jeanie Deans and Reuben Butler are 
ooncamed, forms a full explanation of the 
{receding narrative up to their meeting 
m the inland as already mentioned. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

'* I come/' lie iaid^ '' my lore, my life;, . 
And^-nature's dearest name— my wife : ' 
miy fiither's hoiuse and fiiends resign^ 
Hy luyme^ my friends^ my eiie aie thine.'* 

The meeting of Jeanie and.Biitler^ un- 
der ch'cumjstances promijsing tor crown lar. 
affection so long delayed^, was rs^her alN^ 
ing from its simjde sincerity than from itS'^i 
uncommon vehemaice of feeling, I>ai4|.t 
Deans^ whose practice was sometimea %^ 
little different from his theory, appaU?^:, 
them at first, by giving them the opmioji 
of sundry of the suffering preachers m4.. 
champions of his younger days, that ma|> 
riage, though honourable by the laws ql.j 
Scripture, was yet a state over-rasbly CQ-^ 
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^eted by professors, and specially by young 
ministers, whose desire, he said, was at 
whiles too inordinate for kirks, ' stipends, 
and wives, which had frequently occasioned 
over-teady compliance with the general de- 
fections of the times. He made them aware 
«bo, that hasty wedlock had been the bane 
of many a savoury professor— that the un- 
Wievilig wife had too often revenged the 
text, and perverted the believing husband 
—that when the famous Donald Cargill, be* 
ing then hiding in Lee- Wood, in Lanark- 
Aire, it beiiig killing-time, did, upon im- 
portunity, marry Robert Marshal of Starry 
Shaw,hehadthusexpressedhimself: "What 
haih induced Robert to marry this woman ? 
her ill will overcome his good-^he will not 
keep the way long-^is tluiving days are 
dcme," To the sad accbmjplishn>erit of which 
prophecy David said he was himself it living 
witness, for Robert Marshal havuig fallen 
itoibalt^mpHances with the 6Bfemy, went 
^me sod heard the curates, declined into 
ler steps of defection, and became lightly 

9 
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esteemed. Indeed he observed, that tfa<^' 
great upholders of the standard, Cargill, 
Peden, Cameron, and Kenwick, had less 
delight in tying the bonds of matrimony 
than in any other piece of their ministerial 
work ; and although they woidd neither 
dissuade nor refuse their office, they consi- 
dered the being called to it as an evidence 
of indifference on the part of those between 
Ayhom it was solemnized to the many gne- 
vous things of the day. Notwithstanding, 
however, that marriage was a snare unto 
many, David was of opinion (as, indeed, 
he had showed in his practice,) that it was 
in itself honourable, espebially. if tinges were ■ 
siK*h that honest men could be secure against 
being shot, hanged, or banished, and had 
ane competent livelihood to maintain Arn^ 
selves, and those that might come after'- 
them. *' And iik&c^foteJ' as he concluded'^ 
something abruptly, addressing Jeanie zai^ 
^tlar, wh^ with facias higb^olouied aif:' 
crimgoQ, had been listening te his len^theih^ 
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ed argament fer and i^ainst the holy state 
of matrimony, " I will leave ye to your. 
ain eracks." 

As thdr private conversation, however 
interesting to themselves, might probably 
be very little so to the reader, so far as it 
respected their present feelings and future 
prospects, we shall pass it over, and only^ 
mention the information which Jeanie re* 
ceived firom Butler concerning her sister's 
elopement, wludi contained many particu* 
lars that she had been unable to extract 
from her father. 

Jeanie learned, therefore, that, for three 
days ofter herpardon had arrived, £lfBe had 
been the inmate of her father's house at St 
Lecmard's— that the interviews betwixt Da» 
vid and his erring child, whi^h had taken 
place before she was liberated from prison, 
bad been touching in the extreme; but 
Bttti^^ could not suppress his opinion, that, 
when he was freed from the apprehemncn;^ 
of lo^ii^ her in a manner so horrible, her 
&dier had tigh^fgpj^the baa^ of discipline 
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so as, iin some degree, to gall the feelfngs 
and 4ggrav^te the irritalklity of a spirit na- 
turally impatient and petulant, and now 
doubly so from the sense of merited dis- 
grace. 

On the third night, Effle disappeared 
from St Leonard's^ leaving no traces what- 
ever of the route she had taken. Butleii 
however, set out in pursuit of her, and 
with much trouble traced her towards a 
little landing-place, formed^by a small brook 
which enters the sea betwixt Dalkeith aJid 
Edinburgh. This place,whidi has been since 
liaade into a small harbour, and suironnded 
.by many smaH villas and lodging houses, 
is now termed PortobeHo. At this Hxm it 
was surrounded by a waste cdmmon, covffl:- 
ed with furze, and unfrequented, sa# hj 
fishing-boats, and now aild then h sxMg^ 
glirig lugg*r. A vessel of this QiiiierqrflcHS^ 
had been hovering in the T'rith at tlie !fene 
of Effle's*«lopement, and, ^ Butler ascer- 
tained, ^ boWt hid eome kshcMie'in flije c^efi- 
ing oii wlii^h ^4x^We mAi^^^i^^ 
land had carried on board a female. As the 
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^essd made sail immediately, and landed 
no part of their cargo, there seemed little 
doubt that they were accomplices of the 
notorious Robertson, and that that vessel 
had only came into the Frith to carry off 
his paramour. 

This was made clear by a letter which 

« 

Butler himself soon afterwards received. by 
po8t» signed £. D.^ but without bearing any 
date of place or time. It was miserably 
ill written and spelt ; sea-sickness having 
apparently aided the derangement of Effie's 
very irregular oifthography and mode of ex- 
pression. In this epistle, however, as in all 
that that unfortunate girl said or did, there 
was something to praise as well as to 
hhme. She said, in her letter, " That she 
^uld not endure that her fatha* and her 
^tershould go into banishment, or be par- 
takers of her shame — that if her burthen 
Was a heavy one, it was of her own bind- 
ing, and she h^ the more right to beau* it 
-alone, — that in future they could not be a 
•comfort to her, or she to -them, «ince every 
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look and word of her &ther put her in mind 
of her transgression^ and was like to drive 
h^ mad,— that she had nearly k>st her judg< 
ment during the three days she was at Sk 
Leonard's— her father meant weel by her, 
and all men, but he did not know the dread* 
Ad pain he gave her in casting up her sins. 
If Jeanie had been at hame, H might hae 
dune better — Jeanie was ane, like the aa- 
gels in Heaven, that rather weep for sint 
ners, as reckon their transgressions. Bot 
she should never see Jeanie imy nudr, and 
that was the thought that gave her tfo 
sairest heart of a' that had come and gaiw 
yet. On her bended knees would she pmy 
foi* Jeanie, night and day, baith for what 
she had done, and what she had sopcned to 
do, in her behalf; for what a thoij^it 
would it have been to her at that momeit 
o' time, if that upright creature had ma^ 
a fault to save her. She desired her fiitbcr 
would give Jeanie a' the gear — heac «in 
(i. e. Effie's) mother's and a' — ^le had 
made a deed, giving up her right, and it 
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was in Mr Novitt'a hand— Waifld's gear 
ivas faencdoFward the least of b^ cai^, 
xx>r was it likely to be muckle her misu 
ter— *Sbe hoped this would make it easy 
for her i»sler to settle ; and iminediatdj 
after this exjnression^ she wished Butler 
Umself all good things, in return for his 
kindness to her. For herself/' she ss^idv 
'' she kenn'd her lot would be a waesome 
ane, but it was of her own framing, sae she 
desired the less pily. But, for her fiiends* 
satisfaction, she wished them to know thsU; 
she was gaun nae ill gate — ^that they wh6 
bad done her maist wrong w^e now will- 
ing to do her what justice was in thdr 
^wer ; and she would, in some respeetsr, 
be &^ letter off thsoi she deserved. But 
she desired her family to remain satisfied 
wi(h thifs assurance, and give themselves 
no trouble in making further oiquiiies after 
her.'' 

To David Deans and to Butler this let- 
ter gave very little comfort ; for what was 
t(^ be expected from this unfortunate girl^ 



148 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

uniting her fate to that of a character ^ 
notorious as Robertson, who they readily 
guessed was alluded to in the last sentence 
excepting that she should become the part- 
ner and victim of his future crimes. Jeianie, 
who knew George Staunton's character, 
and real rank^ saw har sister's situation im- 
der a ray of better hope, ^e augured wdi 
of the haste he had shewn to reclaim his in- 
terest in Effie, and she trusted he had made 
her his wife. If so, it seemed improbaUe 
that, with his expected fortune, and high 
connections, lie should again resume the 
life of mminal adventure which he hadled, 
espedally since, as matters stood, bis hfi; 
depended upon his keeping bis own seei^ 
which could only be done by an eptir^ 
change of his habits, and particularly by 
avoiding all those who had known thehejyr 
of WiUingham under the character c^ the 
audacious, criminal, and condemned J^ 
bertson. . 

She Aought it most likdy tl^t itey 
would go abroiaid for a few years, and not 
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return to England until the affair of Por- 
teous was totally forgotten. Jeanie, there- 
fore, saw more hopes for her sister than But- 
ht or her father had been able to perceive ; 
but she was not at liberty to impart the 
comfort which she felt in believing that she 
would be secure from the pressure of pover- 
ty, and in little risk of being seduced into 
the paths of guilt. She could not have ex^ 
plained this without making public what it 
was essentially necessary for Efiie's chance 
of comfort to copceal, the identity namely 
of George Staninton and George Robert- 
8<ai. After all, it was dreadful to think that 
fiffie had united herself to a man condemn- 
ed for felony, and liable to trial for murder, 
whatever were his rank in life, arid the de- 
gree of his r«norse. Besides, it was me- 
lancholy to reflect, that, she herself being 
ni possession of the- whole dreadful secret, 
It Was most probable he would, out of re- 
g^ to his own feelings, and fear for his 
safety, never again permit her to see poor 
£^e. After perusing and re-perusing her 
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aister's vale^ctOTy letter, she gave ease fay 
her feelings in a flood of tears, which But- 
ler in vain endeavoured to check by ^veiy 
soothing attention in his power. She was 
obliged, however, at length, to look up and 
wipe her eyes, for her fiither, thinking he 
had allowed the lovers time enough for con- 
ference, was now advancmg towards them 
from the Lodge, accompanied by*the Cap- 
tain of Knoekdunder, or, as hi^ friends celt- 
ed him for brevity's sake, Dun<»n Kbo^, 
a title ivhich some youthful exploits ^bA 
rendered peculiartjr appropriate^ 

This Dancaen of Knoekdunder liv^as ^ p#- 
son of iSrst-rate imporfenee in the i«law4^ 
Koseneatti, and the continental parish^ fS 
Knoektatlitie, Kilmun,and so finiEh; nay, fais 
influence extended as far as Cowal, where, 
however^ it was obscured by -that of ano- 
ther fector. The ToM^er of Knockdtihflfer 
still occupies, with $ts remains, a diflr over- 
h^ging the Hdy-Lodi, EKmcan sw<*e 
It had been a royal castle ; if so, it was ofic 
ei the ^rnallest, the space within cfniy form- 
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ingasquarec^sixteenfe^andbearingthere- 
fore a ridiculous proportion to the thickness 
of the walls, whiclr was ten feet at least. 
Sodi as it was» however, it had long given 
the title of Captain, equivalent to that of 
ChateUain, to the ancestors of Duncan, 
who were retainers of the house of Argyle, 
and heM a hereditary jurisdiction under 
tbem, €i littie extent inc ?ed, but which 
bad great e^R^uenee in tl^ir eyes, and 
tm tisually administered with a vigour 
somewhat beyond the law. 

The present rej^sentative of that an- 
ient fan^y was a stout ishort man about 
fifty, whose pleasure it was to unite in his 
own person the dress of the Highlands and 
Lowlands, wearing on his head a Uack tie- 
w^, surmounted by a fierce cocked-hat, 
deeply guarded with gold lace, while the 
t€St of his dress consisted of the plaid and 
l^ihibeg. Duncan superintended a district 
which was pardy Highland, partly Low* 
knd, and therefore might be supposed to 
dpftnbine thdr nationd habits,, in order to 
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show his impartiality to Trojan or Tyriam 
The incongruity, howeyer, had a whimsical 
and ludicrous effect,, as it made his head 
and body look as if belonging to different 
individuals ; or^ as some one said who had 
seen the executions of the insurgent pri- 
soners in 1715, it seemed as if some Jaco- 
bite enchanter, having recalled the sufferers 
to life, had clapped, in his haste, an Eng-^ 
lishman's head on a Highlander's body;. 
To finish the portrait,, the bearing of the 
gracious Duncan was brief,, bluff,, and con* 
sequential, and the npwardtum of his sh(Ht 
Copper-coloured nose indicated that he was 
somewhat addicted to wrath and usque- 
baugh. 

Wh^i this dignitary had advanced up ta 
Butler and to Jeanie, " I take the free- 
dom, Mr Deans," he satd, "to salute youB 
daughter, whilk I ]M*esume this young lass 
to be — ^I kiss every pretty girl th^t come* 
to Roseneath, in virtue of my office-" Hj^ 
ving made this' gallant speech, he took out 
his quid, saluted Jeame with a heart]^ 
smack, and bade ha: welc(Mne io Argyle's 
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coimtry. Th^i addressing Butler, he said, 
^ Ye maun gang ower and meet the carle 
Bunistera yonder the mom, for they wiU 
want to do your job, and synd it down 
with usquebaugh doubtless — ^they seldom 
mAe dry wark in this kintra."^ ^ 

'^ And the Laird"— ^aid David Deans. 

^ The Captain, man," interrupted Dun- 
can; '^ folk winna ken wha ye are speaking 
aboot, unless ye gie shentlemena theit pro- 
ber titkr 

•^ The Captain, then," daid David, " as- 
sures me that the caU is unanimous on the 
part of the parishioners^a real harmonious 
caD,Beuben," 

"I pelieve," said Duncan, "it was as 
kurmonious as could pe expected, when the 
tae half o* the bodies were clavering Sasse^ 
nach, and the t'other skirling Gaelic, like 
sea-maws and clack-geese before a storm. 
Ahe-wad hae needed the ^ft of tongues 
to ken preCeesely what they sidd~-but I 
pdieve the best end of it was, * Long live 
MaeC&Uummore andKnockdunder.' — ^And 
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as to ite being sd^ unatiiteous call, I wndiie 
gkd to ken &t ibusisiess tke caries hare to 
€all 0nj thing or ony body but mhst Aft 
Duke and mysett likes/' 

^' Nevertkdess/' smd Mr Sutler^ ^ if anjr 
of the parishioi»ei«ha'?e any scitifdeS) v^4k 
somethnes happen in the mind of mcere 
professors,. I leiiottld be happy of an (Oppor- 
tunity of trying to venBos^^* 
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" Nerer fash your peaid aboot ilt, mm 
interrupted Duncan Knock* — ** Lesr^ it ^ 
to itiar^^Scmple! de'ii o' them bas been bted 
up to ficrapleony tlnng tb^ tl^y're hiiilm 
to diK^ And if sk a Hmg suld happen as y^ 
speak o', ye sail see the sincere fxtdS^iser, ^ 
ye m' Imn, towed at tbe stem cf my Hofit 
ibtafrw iBrlongs.-^Ili try M^^e ^vratercf 
4^ Haiy*Loch wisna wash oilP scraplesis. 
weel as Seas^^-^ot dat»n !—*-'* 

The nest of Dimoan'^ tb^a% was lost m 
a growling, gurglhig sort of sound, whidi 
he made in his throat, and whidi tMismd 
recusants with no gimtle means <^ conv«^ 
sran^ Da^ Deans would certainly luife 
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given battle in ddSsnce of the right of the 
Cteistian congregation to be consulted in 
t6e ehoice of their own pasted", whidi, inr 
his estimation, was one of the choicest and 
most inalienable of their privil^es ; but 
ke had again engaged in dose conversa- 
tioh wift Jeanie, and, with more mterefit 
than he was m use to take in a^rs ^ 
reign alike to his occupatH>n and to his re- 
ligious tenets, was inquiring into the pair- 
ticulars of her London journey. This was, 
perhaps, fortunate for tilie new formed 
fiiendship betwixt him and the Captain of 
Snodcdunder, which rested, in David's es«> 
tixnation, upon the proofs he had giv^n of 
his ikiH in managing stock, byt, in reality, 
upon the j^eexed charge transmitted to Dun- 
tan from the Duke and his agent, to be- 
have Willi the utmost attention to Deems 
and hk family/ 

** And^now, sirs,** said Duncan, in a com- 
manding tone, ** I am to pray ye a* to come 
b to your supper, for yonder is Mir Ardii*- 
iteld half iami^ed, and a SaatoSft woiaiai,. 
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tliat looks as if her een were jQeeing;qiit c!^ 
her head wi* fear and wonder, as if she had 
never i^een a shentleman ia a philabeg pe-^ 
foreJ' 

'' And Reuben Butler,"* said David, *^ will 
doubtless desire instantly to retire, that he 
may prepare his mind for the exerciseof 
to-naorrow,, that his. work may suit the day, 
and be an offering of a sweet savour iu the 
nostrils of the reverend presbytetyi** 

. ** Hout tout, maxi^ it's but little ye ken 
about them>'' interrupted the Captain. 
** Tett a ane o' them wad gie the sayoui: of 
the hoi; vesiison pasty whic)i I smeU (tun> 
ing his squab nose up in the air,) a' the way 
frae tbQ lodge, for a* that Mr Putl», or 
you. either, can say to them." 

X)avid groaned, but judging he had* to do 
with a Gallio, as he said,, did not think it 
worth his while to give battle. They fol- 
lowed the Captmn to the house, and arran« 
<ged themselves with great ceremony round 
A well-loaded supper-table. The only other 
droupoustance of the evening worthy to b^ 
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recorded is, that Butler pronounced the 
blessing, that Knock^under found it too 
long, and David Deans censured it as too 
short, from which the charitable reader may 
c^sdude it was exactly the proper length«^ 
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CHAPTER Vlfl. 

Now turn the Psalms of David ow^r. 
And lilt wi' holy clangor; 
Of douMe verse come gle us four. 
And skirl up the Bangor. 

BtjRN». 

Th£ next was the importaDt day, when, 
according to the forms and ritual of the 
Scottish Kirk, Reuben Butler was to be 
ordained minister of KnocktaTlitie by the 
Presbytery of ■ ■ > And so eager werfr 
the whole party, that all, excepting Mrs 
Ikiiton, the destined Cowslip of Inverar^v 
were stirring at an early hour. 

Their host, whose appetite was as ^mck 
and keen as his tempei^ waa not long ia 
aumcQoning Utiem ta a substanfeiaL hreak> 
&3ti^ where there wer^ at least a doaeft tt 



AffireDt prepsraiicns of milk, plentj of 
coU meat^ scores boiled Md roasted eggs» 
a huge cag of totter, half a firkui herriags 
boited aad tiKoiJed» fresh and 0alt, and tea 
Hid ccrffes ibr them that liked it, wfekAi, as 
their landlord aBsirred tbeai^ With a nod 
ifid a \ifiiik» ptnisting^ at tbe sakne tkne, 
to a liette cutter which seetted dadgi^ 
wder the lee of th^ isbttd, bMt them little 
beside the filching ashore. 

*< Id the eamtrabafBd trad« i^ermitt^ 
here so 0]^nly>' said Butler* «« I should 
tbink it very unfivburabte to the people's 
motais**' 

<^ The Duke, Mr Pntler, hte gi^en »m 
iMders co^cef4iillg the pufttang of it dirwd,^ 
mi the magktrate^ and seemed to tkliiit 
that he had said all that Was tHscessaiy to 
juMtfy Jiis conniviriice.. . 

Butler was a man of prudence, atid a^a^ 
tliat real good cao only be Obtained by re« 
iDGDArftnce when remonstrance » welU 
tkned ; so for the |)Ksent be i»aid^ notbiBS: 
teote oti the m^etit* 
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When breakfast was half over, in flounced 
Mrs. Dolly asi fine, as a blue sacque and 
cherryrcolouried ribb'ands could make her.o 

^ Good morrow to yoH^ oQadam," said 
the* ma^cbe^ of ceremonies ; <^ I trust your 
eariyrinng will not skaith yi*** . ? 

. The daoae apokgized ta Captaii>'Kiiocb 
ttOjAec^ as she was pleased ta term their em 
tertainer ; ^* buU as we says in Cbeshk^" 
she, added, <* I wb& like the Mayor of Ak 
tringham^ who lies in b^ while Jiis breeohes^ 
ar« mefdingi foi? the gk*! did not bring up 
the dght bundle to my room^ till shet^ 
brought up all the others by mbtake ona 
after t'other.. — ^Well^ I mippose we are all 
for. chufcb to*di^t^ as I understand-— 'Ftsjr 
may I be so bold, as to ask^ if it is the^fa^ 
shion for you ^)k)fth; country: gieatlomen to^ 
go to church in your petticoat&i) Captain 
Knockunder?^ 

^< C^ptaio of Knockdunder, m^bdam^/if 
yonplease, for I knock under to namanf 
and in respect of my garb, I shall go ta 
church as I am» at your service^ madam ^ 
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for if! were to lie in bed, like your Major 
What d'ye- callum, till my preecbe^ were 
mended^ I might be there aH my life^ see- 
ing I never had st pair of them on my per- 
son but twice in my Hfe, which I am poand 
to remember, it peing when the Duke 
brought his Duchess here, whei» her Grace 
pehoved to be pleasured^ so I e'en porroww ' 
ed the minister's trews for the twa days hia 
Grace was pleased to stay—but I will put 
myself under sic confinement again farxuh 
man on earthy, or woman either, but hec 
Grace being always excepted^ as in duty 
pound.** 

The mistress of the milking-pail stared; 
but, making no answer to this round de- 
claration, immediately proceeded to sliow^ 
that the alarm of the preceding eirening 
bad in no degree injured her appetite. 

When the meal was finished, the CaptaiO' 
proposed to them to take boat, in ordec 
that Mistress Jeanie might see her new 
place of residence, and that he himself 
might enquire whether the necessary pse* 

2 
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parationa had been made^ there and at the 
Manse, for receiving the future inmates of 
these, mansions. 

The morning wasdel%htful, and the huge 
mountain«shadow8 slept upon the mirror'd 
wave of die Firtb> almost as little disturbed 
as if it had been mn inland lake. £«ea ' 
Mrs Dntton's fears no longer annoyed her« 
She had been informod by Archibcdd, that 
there was toboaom^ aott of jcmkettiog si* 
ter the sermon, aod tiluut was wh«t she lo^ 
Ted dedrly ; and as for the water^ it was so 
stiil that it would look quite like a party <m 
the Thames* 

The whole party being embarked, tfa^* 
fore, in a large boat» which the captaia 
called his coach and six* aUd attended by a 
smaller one termed his gig, the gallant Dun« 
can steered strait upon the little tower of tlic 
old*fashioned church of Knocktarlitie» and 
the exertions of si^ stont roWers sped them 
rapidly on their voyage. As they neared 
the land, die hills ^appeared to recede irom 
them» and a lictle vaUejr, formed by the de» 
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scent of a small river from the mountaiMy 
evolved itself as it were upon their ap- 
proach. The style of the country on each 
side was simply pastoral, and resembled, in 
appearance and character, the description 
of a forgotten Scottish poet, which runs 
nearly thus :— 

*' The water gently down a level slid. 
With little din^ but couthy what it made ; 
On ilka sidid the trees grew thick and Iang> 
And wi' the wild birds' notes were a' in sang ; 
On either side^ a ftill boWi^shot and mair^ 
T%e green was even, gow^y, and ftir ; 
With easy ^ope on every hand the bmes 
To the hills' feet widi scattered bushes raise ; 
With goats imd sheep aboon> and kye heiow. 
The bonnie banks all in a swarm did go/' * 

They landed in this Highland Arcadia, 
at the mouth of the small stream which 
watered the delightful and peaceable val- 
ley. Inhabitants of several descriptioni 
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came to pay their respects to the Captain 
of Knockdunder, an homage which he 
was very peremptory in exacting, and tQ 
see the new settlers. Some of these were 
men after David Deans's own heart, elders 
of the kirk* session, zealous {»rofessorsj from 
the Lennox^ Lanarkshire, and Ayrshire, to 
whom the preceding Duke of Argyle had 
given rooms in this corner of his estate, be- 
cause they had suifered for joining hisfether 
the unfortunate Earl during hia ill-fated 
attempt in 1686. These were cakes of the 
right leaven for David regaling himself 
with J and had it not been for this cir- 
cumstance, he has been heard to say, " that 
the Captain of Knockdunder would havip 
swore him oiit of the country in twenty.- 
four hours, sae awsome it was to ony think- 
ing soul to hear his imprecations, upon the 
slightest temptation that crossed his hu^ 
mour." 

Besides these, there were a wilder set of 
parishioners, mountaineers from the upper 
glen and adjacent hill,^ who spoke Gpaeli0» 
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irent about armed, and wore the High* 
land dress. But the strict commands of 
the Duke had establislied such good or- 
der in this part of his territories, that the 
Gael and Saxons lived upon the best possi- 
ble taiBS of good neighbourhood. 

They first visited the Manse, as the par^ 
sonage is termed m Scotland. It was old, 
but in good repair, and stood snugly embo* 
sooied in a grove of sycamore, with a weU* 
stocked garden in front, bounded by the 
small river, which was partly visible from 
the windows, partly concealed by the bushes^ 
trees, and bounding hedge. Within, the 
house looked less comfortable than it might 
have been, for it had been neglected by 
the late incumbent^ but workmen had 
been labouring under the directions of 
the Captain of Knockdunder, and at the 
expeoce of the Duke of Argyle, to put it 
into sf>me order. The old " plenishing" 
had been removed, and neat, but plain 
household furniture had been sent down 
by the iDuke in a brig of his own, called 
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the Caroliiie» and was now ready to be 
placed in order in the apartments. 

The gracious Duncan, finding matters 
were at a stand among the workmen^ sum^ 
mooed before him the delioqaents, and im^ 
pressed all who heard him with a sende of 
bis autliority, by the penalties with which 
he threatened them for their dday. Mulcts 
ing Chem in half their cha];ge> he assuivd 
them, would be the least ofit ; for, if they 
were to neglect his pleasure and the Dukc!^ 
** he would be tamnUl if be paid them the 
t'other half either, and they might seek lai^ 
for it where they could get it.'* The worfc 
people humbled themselves before the of^ 
fended dignitary, and spake him soft aad 
fair ; and at length, upon Mr Butter recall 
ling to his mind, that it was the <Mrdination«- 
day, and that the workmen were probably 
thinking of going to church, Knockdun^ 
der agreed to forgive thetn out of respect 
to their new minister. 

<< But an I catch them neglecking mj 
duty again, Mr Putler, the teil pe in me iif 
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the kirk shall be an excuse ; for what has 
the like o' them rapparees to do at the l^irk 
ODv day put Sundays, or then either, if the 
Duke and I has the necessitous uses for 

thcmP 

It may be guessed with what feelings of 
quiet satisfaction and delight Butler look* 
ed forward to spending his days^ honoured 
and useful as he trussed to be in this sei- 
t^uesteTed valley, and how often an intelli* 
gent glance was exchanged betwixt him 
and Jeanie, whose good-humoured face 
looked positively handsome, frotn the exr 
pression of modesty, and, at the same timet, 
^ satisfaction, which she wore when visit- 
ing the apartments of which she was soou 
to call herself mistress. She was left at lir 
fcerty to give more open indulgence to her 
feelings of delight and admiration^ when, 
leaving the Manse, the company proceeded 
to examine the destined habitation of Da« 
vid Deans. 

Jeanie found with pleasure that it was 
'lot abo\^ a musketshot from the Manse ; 



168 tai.es of mi landlord. ; 

'for it liad been a ban* to her happiness to 
-think she fliight be obliged to reside at a 
distance from her father, and she was aware 
that there were strong objections to his ac- ; 
tu^lly living in the same house with Buder«1 
But this brief distance was the very , thing ; 
whicli she conld have wished. 

The farm>house was on the plan of aa 
improved cottage, and contrived with great 
regard to convenience; an excellent little 
garden, an orchard, and a set of offices com* 
p]ete, according to the best ideas of thetioae^ 
combined to render it a most desirable ha* 
bitation for the practical farmer, aiid far sn 
perior to the hovel at Woodend, and the 
small house at'Saint Leonard's Cn^s. Ibi. 
situation was considerably higher than thai' 
of the Manse, and fronted to the west. Tbt 
windows commanded an enchanting vkw 
of the little vale over which the man^pi 
seemed to preside, the windings of tfef 
stream, and the Firth, with its associal^ 
kikes and romantic islands. The hiH^ o* 
Dumbartonshire, once possessed b^ ^ 
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fierce cian of MacFarlanes, formed a cres^ 
cent behind the valley^ and far to the right 
were seen the dusky and more gigantic 
mountains of Argyieshire, with a seaward 
yiew of the shattered and thunder- splitten 
peaks of Arran, 

But to Jeanie, whose taste for the pic- 
turesque, if she had any by nature, had ne- 
ver been awakened or cultivated, the sight 
of the faithful old Muy Hettley, as she 
opened the door to receive them in her 
clean toy, Skinday*s russetgown, and blue 
apron, tiicely smoothed down before her, 
was worth the whole varied landscape. 
The raptures of the faithful old creature 
at seeing Jeanie were equal to her own, 
as she hastened to -assure her *' that baith 
the gudeman and the beasts had been as 
wcel seen after as she possibly could con- 
trive." Separating her from the rest qf the 
company, May then hurried her young mis- 
tress to the offices, that she might receive 
the compliments she expected for her care 

TOL. IV. H 



170 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

of the COWS. Jeanie rejoiced^ in the an- 
plicity of her heart, to see her charge onci 
more ; and the mute favourites of out hs- 
roinCt Gowans, and the others, acknow- 
ledged her presence by lowing, turniog 
round their broad and decent brows whea 
they heard her weU-known ** Pruh, mj 
leddy — pruh, my woman/' and, by variom 
indications, known only to those who hzH 
studied the animals' habits, shewing seoitft 
ble pleasure as she approached to caren 
them in their turn. 

^ The very brute beasts, are glad to see 
ye again,'' said May ; ^ but nae wdndei^ 
Jeanie, for ye were aye kind to beast and 
body. And I maun learn to ca' ye mutrek 
now, Jeanie, since ye hae been up to Lun^ 
non, and seen the Duke, and the King, aad 
a' the braw folk. But wha kens," added the 
old dame slily, <^ what Fll hae to ca' ye for* 
bye mistress, for lam thinking itwunna laif 
be Deans." 

<< Ca' me your ain Jeanie, May, and tbea 
ye can never gang wrang.*' 
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; In the cow-house which they examined^ 
Ihere was one animal,' which Jeanie looked 
tt tiU the tears gushed into her eyes. May, 
who had watched her with a sympathizing 
expression, immediately observed, in am 
tmder tone, '* The gudeman aye sorts that 
beast himsel, and is kinder to it than ony 
heast in the byre; and I noticed he was 
(hat way e^6n when he was angriest, and 
had maist cause to be angry .^-^Eh sirs I s 
parent's hearths a queer thing ! — Mony a 
warstle he has had for that puir lassie — I 
am thinking he petitions mair for her than 
for yoursel, hinny ; for what can he plead 
for you but just to wish you the blessing ye 
deserve f And when I sleepit ayont the hal- 
fan^ when we came first here, he was often 
earnest a* night, and I could hear him 
eome ower and ower again wi', ^ Effie— »puir 
blinded misguided thing P it was aye * Effie ! 
Sffie V — If that puir wandering lamb come- 
na into the sheepfi&uld in the Shepherd^s ain 
fime, it will be an unco wonder, for I wot 
ihe haa been a child of prayers. O, if tht 
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piiir prodigal wad return^ 'sae bUthd}^ ai 
the good man wad kill the fatted calf !^ 
though Brockie's calf will no be fit for kilt 
ing this three weeks yet.** 

And thea, with the discurisive talent of 
persons of her description, she got once 
moje afloat in her accouot of domestic af*^ 
fairs, and Jeft this delicate and a&ctiog 
topic. 

Having looked at every thing in the 0^ 
£ces and the dairy, .and expressed her siu 
tisfaction with the noanncir in which malf- 
ters had been managed in her abstenee, 
Jeanie rejoined the rest of this party, nvhd 
were surveying the interior of the housf, 
^U excepting David Deans and Butler, ^o 
had gone down to the church to m6et the 
kirk-session and the clergymen of the pt» 
bytery, and arrange matters for the duty 
of the day. . . 

In the interior of the cottage all was 
cl^an, neat, and suitable to the exterior. 
It had been originally built and fui'Biahed 
by the Duke, as a retreat for a favourile 
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domestic of the higher class, who did not 
long enjoy k, and bad been dfead only a 
few months^ so that every thing was in ex- 
cdlent taste and good order. But in 
Jeaaie's bed-room was a neat trunk, which 
had greatly excited Mrs Button's curiosity, 
for she was sure that the direction, <« For 
Mrs Jean Jteans, at Auchingower, parish 
of Knocktarlitie," was^ the writing of Mrs- 
Sfmple, the Duchess's own woraani. May- 
lletdey produced the key in a sealed- par-* 
eAf which bore the same address, and at-' 
inched to the key was a label, intimating^ 
t^ the trunk and its contents were '^ a to» 
ken of remembrance to Jeanie Dean^ from 
her friends the Duchess of Argyle and the 

young ladies." The trunk, hastily opened' 

IP 

as the reader will not doubt, wa^ found to- 
be full of wearing apparel of the best qua- 
lity, suited to Jeanie'srank in life ; and to 
most of the articles the names of the parti-* 
colac donors were attached, as if to make 
Jeanie sensible not only of the general, but 
«f the individual interest she had ejLcited ' 
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in the noble family. To name the varioog 
articles by their^appropnate name6» would 
be to attempt things unattempted yet ia 
prose or rhyme; besides^ that tbe old^ 
shioned terms of manteaus, sacks^ knsing-. 
strings* and so /ortb» would convey but : 
little information eved to the milliners ^ 
the present day« I shall deposit* however, 
an accurate inventory of the contrats oi 
the trunk with my kind friend* Miss Msr^ 
^ Buskbody* who has promised* '^ould 
the public curiosity seem interested on the 
Sttl:gect* to supply me with, a professimul 
glossary and commentaiy. Suffice it to ai^ 
thi^t the gift was such as became the do* 
nors» and wim suited to the situation of the 
receiver s that every thing was handsome 
and appropriate* and nothing forgottei 
which belonged to the wardrobe of a young 
p^*son in Jeanie*s situation in life* the dss^ 
lined Inside of a respectable clergyman. 

Article after article was displayed* cott<i 
flioqted upon*, and adniiredt to the wonder 
of Mav. who declared* ^ she didna think 
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the Queen had mair or better claise/' and 
somewhat to the envy of the northern Cow» 
dip. This unamiabley but not very unna* 
turaly disposition of mind, broke forth in 
sundry unfounded criticisms to the dispa^ 
lagement of the articlesi as they were aeye- 
nHy exhibited* But it assumed a more di^ 
itct character, when, at the bottom of all. 
was found a dress of white silk, very plain* 
ly made, but still of white silk, and Frencil 
itik to boot, with a paper pinned to it, bear<» 
ingj that it was a present from the Duke of 
Argyle to his travelling companion, to be 
worn on the day whep she should changf 
hcf name, 

Mrs Button could forbear no longer, but 
whispered into Mr Archibald's ear, that it 
was a clever thing to be a Scotchwoman $ 
^* She supposed al] A^r sisters, and she had 
half a dozen, might have been hanged, within 
oat any one sending her a present of « 
pocket handkerchief.*' 

^ Or without your making any exertimi 
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to gave them, Mrs Dolly," answered Archi- 
bald drily. — ♦* But I am surprised we do 
not hear the bell yet," said he, looking at 
his watch, 

' «• Fat ta teil, Mr Archibald," answered 
the Captain of Knockdunder, " wad ye 
hae them ring the bell before I am ready 
to gang to kirk ? — 1 wad gar the bedral eat 
the bell- rope, if he took ony sic freedom. 
But if ye want to hear the bell, I will just 
shew mysell on the knowe-head, and it will 
begin jowing forthwith." 

Accordingly, so soon as they sallied out, 
and that the gold-laced hat of the Captain 
was seen rising like Hesper above the dewy 
verge of the rising ground, the clash (for 
it was rather a clash than a clang) of the 
bell was heard from the old moss-^grown 
tower, and the clappier continued to thump 
its cracked sides all the while they advan- 
ced towards the kirk, Duncan exhorting 
them to take their own time, " for teil ony 
«port wad be till he came." 



XI 
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• Accordingty, the beir only cKanp:ed to 
the final and' impatient chime when they 
crossed the stile ; and ^' rang in/' that is, 
concluded its mistuned summons, when 
they had entered the Duke's seat in the 
little kirk, where the whole party arranged 
themselves with Duncan at their head, ex- 
cepting David Deans, who already occu- 
pied a seat among the elders. 
, The' business of the day, with a particu- 
lar detail of which it is unnecessary to. trou- 
ble the reader, was gone through according 
to the established form, and the sermon 
pronounced upon the occasion had the 
good fortune to please even the critical 
David Deans, though it was only an hour 
and a quarter long, which David termed a 
idiort allowance of spiritual provender. 

The preacher, who W2|,s a divine that held 
many of David's opinions, privately apolo- 
gized for his brevity by saying, « That he' 
observed the Captain was gaunting grie-* 
vously, and that if he had detained him 

Ha 
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Irager, there was no knowing how long he 
might be in paying the next term's victud 
stipend.** 

David groaned to find that such camsl 
motives could have influence upon tbQ 
mind of a powerful preacher. He had| 
indeed, been scandalized by another cir* 
cumstance during the service. 

So soon as the congregation were seated 
after prayers, and the clergyman had read 
his text, the gracious Duncan, after rum*^ 
maging the 1eathem«purse which hung iQ 
front of his petticoat, produced a riiort te* 
bacco*pipe made of iron, and observed, al* 
most aloud, *< 1 hae forgotten my spleuchsQ 
— Lachlan, gang down to the Clachan, an^ 
bring me up a pennyworth of twist.*" Six 
arms, the nearest within reach, presented, 
with an obedient start, as many tobacco- 
pouches to the man of office. He made 
choice of one with a nod. of acknowledge 
ment, filled his pipe, lighted it with the as* 
sistance of his pistoLfltnt, and smoked with, 
infinite composure during the whole time* 
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of the sermon. At the end of the discouisQ 
be knocked the ashes out of his pipe^ ret 
placed it in his spon^n, returned the to^ 
bacco-pouch or spleuchan to its owner» and 
^ined in the prayer with decency and at* 
tention. 

r 

At the end of the service, when Butler 
had been admitted minister of the kirk, of 
Knocktarlitie, with all its spiritual immuni« 
ties and privileges^ David, who had frowned^ 
gi:oaned» and murmured at Knockdundef a 
inreverent demeanour, communicated hia 
piain thoughts of the matter to Isaac Mei- 
klehose, one of the elders, with whom a ric- 
verential aspect and huge grizzle wig bad es* 
pecially disposed him to seek fraternization* 
^it didna become a wild Indian," David said». 
<< much less a Christian,, and a gentleman^ 
to sit in the kirk puffing tobacco reek, as if. 
lie were in a change^house." 

Meiklehose shook hjs head, and allowed 
it was *< far frae beseeming — But what will 
ye say ? The Captain's a queer hand, and 
te speak to him about that or oiiy thii^ 
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else that crosses the maggot, wad be to set 
the kiln a-Iow. He keeps a high band 
ower the country, and we couldna deal wi* 
the Hielandmen without his protection , sin^ 
a* the keys o* the kintray hings at his belt;^ 
and he's no an ill body in the main, and maisk 
try, ye ken, maws the meadows doun/' 

«* That may be very true, neighbour,* 
said David ; << but Reuben Butler isna the 
man I take him to be, if he disna learn the. 
Captain to fuff his pipe some other gate 
than in God's house, or the quarter be 
ower." 

** Fair and softly gangs far," said Meikte- 
hose ; ^* and if a fule may gie a wise man ^ 
counsel, I wad hae him think twice or he 
mells wi' Knockd under— He suld bae a 
lang-shankit spune that wad sup kail wi^ 
the de'ii. But they are a* away to their 
dinn'er tathe change- house, and if we dinna 
mend our pace, we'll come short at meal- 
time.** 

David accompanied his. friend without, 
answer } imt began to feel from experiencei 
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that the glen of Knock tarlitie, like the rest 
of the world, was haunted by its own spe- 
dal sutgects of regret and discontent. His 
mind was so much occupied by considering 
tfafe best means of converting Duncan of 
Knock to a sense of reverential decency 
during public worships that he altogether 
forgot to enquire, whether Butler was calU 
ed upon to subscribe the oaths to govern- 
ment 

Some have insinuated, that his neglect 
on this head was, in some degree, intention- 
al 'y but I think this explanation inconsistent 
with the simplicity of my friend David's 
character. Neither have 1 evcfr been able 
by the most minute enquiries to know, whe- 
ther the Jbrmulay at which he so much scru- 
pled, had been exacted from Butler, aye or 
no. The books of the kirk>session might 
have thrown some light on this matter ; but 
unfortunately they were destroyed in the 
year 1746, by one Donacha Dhu na Du- 
naigb, at the instance, it was said, or at 



least by the connivance^ of the gracious 
Duncan of Knock, who had a desire to ob- 
literate the records of the foibles of a c^r^ 
t»in lUte f^inlaysoiu 
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CHAPTER 13L 

Wow bmt and bea the chaqi^-IioiiM lib 

Wi* yili-cMip commentaton^— 

Here's oyiiig out for bakes and gOli^ 

And tkere the |MQt<«toiip clatten. 

Wi' tiack and duraog^ and loud aad haa§fm 

Wi* l<^'c and wf scriptoif^ 

lliey raise a din that in the end 

III like to bffed a nipture^ 

0* wnth that dqp. 

A PLENTIFUL entertainment, at the 
Duke of Argyle*8 coajt, regaled the revc-, 
rend gentlemen who had assisted at the or- 
dination of Reuben Butler, and almost all 
the respectable part of the parish. The 
feast waat indeed, such as the country itself 

furnished ; for plenty of all the requisites. 
&r « a rough and round" din qer, were al- 
ways at Duncan of Knock's commandt 
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There was the beef and mutton on the 
braes, the fbesh and salt-water fish in the 
lochs, th6 brooks, and firth ; game c^ 
every kind, from the deer to the leveret, 
were to be had for the' killing, in the 
Duke's forests, moors, heaths,. and mosses; 
and for liguor,^ home-brewed ale flowed 
as freely as water; brandy and usque- 
baugh both were had in jthese hapi^.times 
without duty ; even white wine and claret 
were got for nothing, since the Duke's 
extensive rights of admiralty gave him a 
title to all the wine in cask, which is drifts 
, ed ashore on the western coast and isles of 
Scotland, when shipping have suffered by. 
severe weather. In short, as Duncan boast- 
ed, tbe entertainment did not cost Mac- 
Callummore a plapk-out of his sporran, 

• « * * * * 

and was nevertheless not only liberal, but 
Overflowing. 

The Duke's health was solemnizied in a 
hcna fide bumper, and David D^ans him*' 
flielf added perhaps the first huzza that bb 
lungs had ever uttered, to swell the shoiit 
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wiA which the pledge was received. Nay, 
80 exalted in heart was he upon this memo- 
r^le occasion, and so much disposed to be 
indulgent, that he expressed no dissastisfac- 
tion when three bag-pipers struck up, ^< The 
Campbi^Us are coming." The health of the 
reverend minister of Knocktarlitie was re- 
ceived with similar honours ; and there was 
a roar of laughter, when one of his brethren 
alyly subjoined the addition oli "A good 
wife to our brother, to keep the Manse in 
order.'' On this occasion David Deans was 
delivered of his first- bom joke ; apparent* 
ly the parturition was accompanied with 
many throes, for sm^ely did he twist about 
his physiognomy, and much did he stumble 
in his speech, before he could express his 
idea, " That the lad being new wedded to 
his spiritual bride, it was hard to threaten 
him with ane temporal spouse in the saam 
day." He then laughed a hoarse and Hbrief 
laugh, and was suddenly grave and silent, 
as if abashed at his own vivacious effort. 
After another toast or two, Jeaitici Mn» 
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Dollyt and such of the female natives as had 
honoured the feast with their presence^ i«* 
tired to David's new dwelling at Auc^^ 
gower, and left the gentlemen to their, pot 
tations. 

The feast proceeded with great g^ 
The conversation^ where Duncan had . k 
under his direction, was n(A indeed alwa;i 
strictly craonical, but David Deans escape4 
any risk of })eing scandalia^d^ by eqgagiiig 
with one of his neighbours in a recajpituhb 
tion of the sufiering^ of Ayrshw^ and l4» 
liarkshire» during what was called the ito 
vasiun of the Highland Hoat i the prudMl 
JAx I^^^Klebos? ea|ii«0niiig tbem from tlsMI 
to tiine to lower their voices, for *^ thai 
puncajD Knock's father had been at tii4 
onslaught, md brought back inuckle gu^ 
plenishing, and thi^ Duncan was no uor 
likely to bae been there himseli, for wfaal 
he kenned.** 

Meanwhile, as the mirth grew fiwi and 
furious^ the graver members of the psrt^ 
began to ncape as well as they QOoMk 
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Bbrid Dean» accomplished his retxeat* and 
Butter anxiously watched an opportunity to 
foihm turn. Knockdunder, however, desi. 
lous, he ssady of knowing what stuff was in 
the new minister, had no intention to part 
With him so easily, but kept him pinned te 
Us side, watching him sedulously, and witk 
obliging violence iHling his glass to the 
l»:im, so often as he could seize an oppor- 
tune of dcang so. At length, as the even* 
11^ was wearing late, a veneraUe brother 
diinced to ask Mr Archibald when they. 
Wght hope to see the Duke, tarn carum 
MfiOt at he would venture to term him, at 
fltt Lodge of Roseneath. Duncan o^Knock, 
whose ideas were somewhat conglomerated, 
sad who, it may be believed, was no great 
lebolar, catching up some imperfect sound^ 
of the words, conceived the speaker was 
tewiog a parallel between the Duke and 
&r Donald Gorme of Sleat ; and being of 
opinion that such comparison was odious, 
flUHTted thrice, and prepsured himself to be 
la a passion. 



'- To the explanation of the veneral]ie dM 
vine, the Captain answwivd, << I heatd tim 
word Gorme myself sir, with my ain ean. 
D*ye think I do not know Gaelic from 
Latin f^ 

V ** Apparently noik, sir;*^ — so the eletgy* 
man, offended ia his turp, and taking -t ' 
pinch, of snufl^ anaweted with greiU cod* 
ness^ . j 

Thecoppernoseof thegracnmsDanctfi j 
now became heated like the ball^«)f Phi^ ; 
ris, and whife Mr Archibald mediated be^ ; 
twixt the offended parties, and the attea* 
tion x>f the company was engi^ed by that 
dispute, Butlei: toi^ ao opportunity to e(» 
£ect his retreat*. 

He found tbfe females at Auchingowo^ 
very anxious for the breaking iip of* the coflk 
vivial party; &ur it was a. p^t o£. the ;V« 
rangement, tbatalthougtiiDavid Deaniwsi 
to remain at Auefaingower, and Buiilee mm 
that night to take possession of ibe' Maaa% 
yet Jeanie, for wibom ccAofilete aecommo* 
dations were not yet provided in Jb^ falhef& 
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houses was to return for a day or two to 
fte Lodge at Rosenea1li» and the boats had 
been hdd io readiness accordingly. They 
mited, thereforct for Knockdunder's re* 
turn, but twilight came, and they still wait^ 
ed in vain. At vlength Mr Archibdd,' who, 
n a txfata of decorum, had taken care not to 
eiceed in his conviviality, made his a(^ear« 
«Bce, and advised the females strongly to 
Mmn to the island under bis escort ; ob* 
mvingy that from the humour in which he 
Ud teft the: Captain, it was a great chance 
frtiether be budged out of the public-house 
&tA ni^t, and it was absolutely certain 
that he wooid not be very fit company for 
ladies. The gig was at their disposal, he 
fiiM, and there was still pleasant twilight 
ftra party on the water. 

J^nie, who had considerable confidence 
is 'Archibald's prudence, immediately ac« 
qatesced in this proposal ; butvMrs Dolly 
positively' objected to the small boat. If 
the big boat could be gotten, she screed to 
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•et out, otherwise she ^ouid ^leep oo die 
floor, rather than stir a step* ReasonnviA 
Doliy was out of tiie questioD, ai^ AsnM^ 
bald did not think the difficulty so pre^^irif 
as to require compulsion. He observed. It 
was not using the Captain v^ry .politely (i 
deprive hira of his coadi and six ; ** but si 
it was in the ladies^ service," he gallant^ 
aaid, ^* he would use so much fireedom^ 
besides the g% would serve the CaptaiifV 
purpose b^ter, as it could come off at any 
bour of the tide j the large boat sborii( 
theretbrey be at Mrs DoUy^s service.^ 

They walked to the Beach aocordii^jii 
accompanied by Butler. It was some ttfflt 
before the boatmen could be assemble^ 
and ere diey were well embarked, and res^ 
dy to depart, the pale moon was come ovtf 
the hill, and flinging a tremlding reieetioi 
Qik the broad and glittering waves. But 9$ 
soft and pleasant was the n%ht, tliat Ba^ 
ler, in bidding farewell to Jeanie, bad M 
a^prebensioii fyr k&t saftky f aad iribat it 
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fit iDore extraordinary, Mrs Dolly felt na 
iltfm for her own. The air was soft, and 
came over the cooling wave with something 
tf summer fragrance. , The beautiful scene 
of headlakids, and capes, and bays, around 
tbem, with the bioad blue chain of moun- 
bins, were dimly visible in the moonlight; 
•faile eveiy dash of the oars made trie wa- 
ters glanoe and sparkle with the brilliant 
j^enomenon called the sea-fire. 

This last cirbumstance filled Jeanie witH 
Wdiider, and seirved to amuse the mind of 
her companroti, until they approached the 
little bay^ which seemed to stretch its dark 
lad wooded arms into the sea as if to wel- 
come- them*. 

The usual landing-place was at a quarter 
tf a mile^ distance from the Lodge, and 
although the tide did not admit of the large 
boat coming quite close to the jetty of loose 
Honeswhich served as a pier, Jeanie, who waft 
both bold and active, easily sprung ashore ; 
bat Mrs Dolly positively refusing to com- 
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mit herself to the same risk, the complai- 
sant Mr Archibald ordered the boat round 
to a more regular landing- place, at a consi- 
derable distance along the shore* He then 
prepared to land himself, that he might, in 
the meanwhile, Accompany Jeanie to the 
Lodge. But as there was no mistaking 
the woodland lane, which led from thence 
to the shore, and as the moonlight shewed 
her one of the white chimneys rising out of 
the wood which embosomed the building, 
Jeanie declined this favour with thanks, 
and requested him to proceed with Mrs 
Dolly, who being " in a country where ihe 
ways were strange to her, had mair need of 

countenance/* 

> 

This, indeed, was a fortunate circtfm- 
stance, and might even be said to save poor 
Cowslip's life, if it was true, as she heriielf 
used solemnly to aver, that she must poat* 
tively have expired for fear, if she had 
been left alone in the boat with six wild 
Highlanders in kilti^« 
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, The night was so exquisitely I)^iitifu], 
that Jeanie^ instead of fin mediately direct- 
ing h^r course towards the Lodge, stood 
looking after the boat as it again put off 
from the 6ide» and rowed out into the little 
b.y. the dark figure, of her compaaioo. 
growing less and less distinct as they dimi«» 
nished in the distance, and the jorram, or 
melancholy boat-song of the rowers, co« 
ming on the ear with softened and sweeter 
sound, until the boat rounded the headland, 
and was lost to her observation^ 
. StiU Jeai^ie remained in the same pos* 
iure, looking out upon the sea. It would^ 
she was aw^re, be some time ere her com- 
panions could reach the Lodge, as the diai^ ' 
.tat^ce by the more convenient landing place 
.was considerablygreater than from the point 
where she stood, and she was not sorry to 
have an opportunity to G^nd the interval 
by hersetf. 

. The woride^ul change which a few weeks 
hid wrought in her situation, from shame 
and grief^ and almost despair, to honour, 

VOL. iV. I 
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joyy and u fair projKpect of future happiness^ 
pat^sed before her eyes with a sensation 
ifehieh brought the tears into them, y^ 
they flowed at the same tkoe from another 
source. As human happiness is never per- 
fect, and as wel( constructed minds are ne- 
ver more isensible of the distresses of those 
whom they lovci than when their own situa^ 
tion forms a contrast with them, Jeanie'4 
affectionate regrets turned to the fate of her 
poor 8tster*--the child of so many fa<^>es»* 
the fondled nuMling of so many yearA — ^ 
n6W an exile, ^nd, what was worse, depend- 
ent on the wiHof a man, of whose hebiU 
she had every teason to entertain the worst 
opinion, ind who, even in his strongest pa- 
roxysms of remorse, bad appeared too mvieh 
a stpan^er to the feelings of real penitence. 
^ While her thoughts ware occupied witfi 
'these melancholy reflectionsi a shadowy fi- 
gure seemed to detach itself from the-copae- 
'wobd on her riglit hand. Jeknie started^ 
^and '' the stories of apparitidns and wifatt^ 
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ft. 

sefB^:)}/ sditaiy travellers ia wild situations, 
at: such times, and in suph an hour, sud< 
dwif ca^^e full upon her imagination. 
Tl|e*fi^re glided on^ and a? it. came be- 
twixt her and the moon, she was aware 
that it. had the appearance of a woman, 
A soft voice twice repeated, ^< Jeanie— 

Jeame !"-*-^Was it indeed— could it be the 

- * '. 

voipe of her ^ist^t ?---Was she still among 
the living, or had the grave given up its 
tenant ^r--Ere ^he could state these ques- 
tions, ip her own mind, Effie, alive, and in 
the body, had clasped her in her arms, and 
w#s straining her to her bosom^ and devour* 
iogiher with kisses* *< I have wandered 
hese^" she £!aid, ** like a ghaist, to see you, 
and nae wonder you take me for ane — { 
thought but to see you gang by, or to hear 
the soujid of your voice ; but to speak to 
yoonell a^^, Jeanie, was piair than.I de- 
served, and mair than I durst pray for.'' 

/f Q Effie 1 how came ye here alone, ^nd 
at this hour, and on the wild sea*beach ?«r 
Are you sure it's your ain living sell ?" 

6 
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There wafs somethiifg of Effie's tdrmet 
humour in her practically answering the 
question by a gentle pinch, more beseetiv* 
ing the fingers of a fairy than of a ghost. 
And again the sisters embraced, and laugh- 
ed and wept by turns. 

<< But ye maun gang up wi* the to the 
Lodge, Effie,'^ said Jeanie, ^* and tell me a* 
your story — I hae gude folk there that will 
make ye welcome fot my sake." 
' *• Na, na, Jeanie,** replied her sister sHr- 
rowfufly, — " ye hae forgotten what I am«-^ 
a banished outlawed body, scafce escafied 
the gallows by your being the bauldest and 
the best sister that ever lived-^ril g^e near 
liane o' your grand friends, if Uiere was nae 
danger to me.** 

** There is nae danger-^there shall be nae 
danger," said Jeanie eagerly. ** O Effie, 
dinna be wilfu' — ^be guided for ane&-^we 
will be sae happy athegither I" 

<• I have a' the happiness t deserve on 
this side of the grave, now that I hae seeb 
you," answered Eflte j ^^ and whetht^ihe te 
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were danger to mysdi or no, naebody shall 
ei^er say tfaat I come with my cheat-the- 
gallows face to shame my sister amaog her 
grand friends/' 

*^ I hae nae grand friends,'' said Jeanie ; 
V nae friends i)ut what are friends of yours 
•—Reuben Butler and my father.--^0, un» 
happy lassie, dinna be dour, and turn your 
kack on your happiness again ! We wunna 
see another acquaintance«<i^C!oroe hame to 
t)8k your ain dearest friends--«-it's better shel 
taring under an auld hedge than under a 
new planted wood,** 

! ^< iVs in vain speaking, Jeanie-— I maim 
drink as I hae brewed—*! am married, and 
I maun follow my husband, for better for 
worae.** 

«« Married, Effie !-' exclaimed Jeanie~ 

<^ Misfortunate creature ! and to that aw- 
ftt' "^ 

«< Hush> hush," said Effie, claf^kig one 
hand on her mouth; and pointing to the 
thicket with the other, ^* h6 is yonder/' : 

She said this in a tone which shewed that 
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her husband had found misans'tcr inspire her 
with awe^ as wdl as aflbctidn/ At this mo* 
ment a man issued frotft the ^ood. 

It was young Staunton. 'Even by the 
imperfect light of the moon, Jeanie edtild 
observe that he was handsomely dressed, 
and had the air oif a person ' of rank. 

^ iE^e^" he said, << our tilxie is well n%h 
spent-^the skiff will be agrmind in the 
creek, and I dare not stay longer — ^I hope 
your sister will allow me to salute her." 
But Jeanie shtunk-bkck from* him with a 
feeling of internal abhorrence. «♦ WeH,*' 
said he^ ^ it does not mutih signify ; if you 
keep up the feeling of ill-will, at least yoa 
do not act upon it, aiid I thank you for 
your respect to my secret, when k word 
(which in your place 1 would have spoken 
at once) would have cost me my 1^- Peo^ 
pie say, you should keep from the ^i^fe of 
your bosom the secret that concemB your 
neck-«-my wife and her sister bol^ kno# 
mine, and I shall not deep <a wiiik less 
sound/* 
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^ But are you reaB j married tb my sis- 
ter, sir !^ asked Jeanie» in great doubt ^ad 
anxiety j for the. haughty carelesa toi^ in 
which he spoke s^med to justly her wwat 
apprehensions. 

. ^* I really am legally. married» abd by 
my own name,' replied StauntCM^ more 
gravdy. 
*^ And your £Either*-^aiid your friends, f;^'' 

<^ And my father and my frieods must 
just reconcile themselves to that, which is 
done and cannot be undone,'' replied Staun- 
ton« ^< Howeyer> it is nty iittentioi}, in or« 
der to break off dangero^ oonnectioi^?, 
and to let my frieoda come to their temper^ 
to conccial tey>marriage for the pfesent, a^4 
stay abroad for some years. So that you 
will not hear of us for somfir time, if eyer 
you hear of us again at all. It wQi^d bo 
^ngerous, you must be ^ware; %q ke^piup 
the Qorresponden^e^ % all : wopld' , gi^sf^ 
that the hwband of £fBe was ther-w^Pit 
shall I call myself ?--4he slayer of Pqr* 
teous*'' 
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Hard*hearted light man ! tiiought Jeaaie 
—4a what a oharacter shehaaiatrusted jier 
hai^tness !— She has sown the wciodi and 
maun reap the lyhirlwind. 

<VDinna think iU.o' him»" said Eflie^ 
breaking, away from her husband, and lead- 
ing Jeanie a step or two out of hewnng^^ 
** dinna think very ill o' him-*he's gude to 
tne, Jeanie— ^as gude as X deserve—^And be 
is determined to gie up his bad ccmises.—- 
Sae, after a\ dinna greet for Effie } she ii 
better off than she has wrought forv—^But 
you-^O yott!-~how oan you be hafqpy 
eneugh ^— never till ye get to HeareB* 
where a' body is as gude as ^youiseL-^ 
Jeanie, if I live and thrivet ye shall hear of 
me— if not» just forget sic a creature wex 
lived to veic ye — isjte ye weeU-fiu » " Ax e 
yeweel!** 

She tore herself from het sistefs armsb 
rcyoined her husband-— they plunged into 
the copsewood, and she saw them no most. 
Hie^ whole scene had the effect of a visieo. 
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sod she could almost have believed it sucbt 
but that, very soon after they qiiitted her« 
the heard the sound of oars, and a $kiff 
was seen on the Firth, pulling swiftly to» 
wards the small smu^ling sloop which lay 
in the offing. It was on board of such a 
vessel that Effie had embariced at Porto* 
hello, and Jeanie had no dcmbt that the 
same ' conveyance was destined, as Staun* 
ton bad hinted, to transport them to a ib* 
reign country. 

Although it was impossible to determine 
whether this interview, while it was pass* 
^g> g^ve more pain or pleasure to Jeanie 
Ikteins, yet the ultimate impression which 
remain^ on her mind was decidedly fit* 
vourable. Effie was married*^made, ac» 
cording to the common phrase, an hoi^st 
woman — ^that was one main point i it seem* 
I ed also as if her husband were about to 
abandon the path of gross vice, in which he 
imd^run so long and so desperately«-»that 
«Ms another j^^or his final l^nd effi3Ctu«l 

12 



iM TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

* 

i*bliversion, he did oot wa&C uDdersUtidiiig^ 
and God knew bis owfi boun 

i Such were tbe >tlKyught8 witli wbidi 
Jeianie endeavoured tO: congdle her. anxiet;f 
respecting ber isister's future fortune. Oh 
her arrival at the Lodge^^be immd Archie 
bald ill some anxiety at her stay^^aiid aboot 
to walk ' oat/ in quest of ber. \A headache 
served as aa apology for retiring to realty 
in order to conceal her visible dotation <^ 
mind from ber companions. 

By this secession also, ^ke escaped ano- 
ther scene of a different sort. For as if there 
were danger in all gigs, wbether by sea ot 
land,, that of Knockdunder had been run 
down by another boat, an accidwt Owing 
chiefly to the drunkenness of the i^ptitia^ 
his qriew, md passengers. Knockdunder^ 
and two or three guests, whom be wasbr4ng-> 
ing along with him to finish the convivialftjf 
of the evening at the[ Lodge, gtit a sound 
ducking, buU being re$^cued by tbe Qr^^oi 
^e boat whtt^U/endangered thm% tbeie was 
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1)0 idttmi^te jlowt excepting that of tN cap- 
taio'ft laced hat;, wbieh^ greatly to ibe totiSf 
faction of the Highlmd part of the district^ 
as well as to the ioipwvemcAt ef the/OOAr 
fonnity of hb own peitKmal 9pf€mwc»^ hf 
replaced by a smart Highland bonnet next 
day. Many were the vehement threats of 
vengeance which, on the. succeeding mom- 
iag» the gracious Duncan threw out against 
the boat which bad upset him ; but as nei- 
ther she, nor the small smuggling vessel to 
which she belonged, was any longer to be 
seen in the Firth^ he was compelled to sit 
down with the affront This was the more 
bard, he said, as he was assured the mischief 
was done on purpose, these scoundrels ha- 
ving lurked about after they had landed 
every drop of brandy, and every bag ot tea 
they had on board ; and he understood the 
coxswain had been on shore, making parti- 
cular enquiries concerning the time when 
his boat was to cross over, and to return, 
and so forth. 



i»4 
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' «• Put the oeist time they vm^et me on 
liie Firtli,'* said Doscant witb great majes* 
ty, << I will teadi the moonligjit rapsctliions 
and vagabonds to keep their ain side of th^ 
rofid, and be tamn'd to th^m/- 



I \ 
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CHAPTER X. 

Lord ! who tvonld live tmtaioikd in t cofurt^ 
And maj eigoy aach quiet walks as these ? 

Within « reasonable time after Butler 
was safely and comfortably settled in his li- 
ving, and Jeanie had taken up her abode at 
Audbingower with her &ther» the precise 
extent of whic^ interval we request each 
leader to settle according to his own sense 
of what is decent and proper upon the oc* 
easion ; and after due prodamadon of banns, 
and all other formaiitieSi the long wooing 
of this worthy pair was ended by their 
union in the holy bands of matrimony. On 
tins occasion, David Deans stoutly with- 
stood the iniquities of pipes, fiddles, and 
promiscuous dandng, to the greait wratiti 
o£tbe Captain of Knoekdunder^ wbo said. 
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if he ^' had guessed it was to be sic a tamn^ 
ed Quakers' meeting, he wad hae seen th^n 
peyont the cairn before he wad hae darken^ 
ed thdr doors/' 

And so much raneour remained on the 
sjHrits of the gracious Duncan upon this 
occasion, that yarions *^ pieqiiedrings,'' as 
David called them, took place upon the 
same and similar topics ; and it was only 
m consequence of an acddental -visit of the 
Duke to his Lodge at Rosoieath, thut tbojF 
were put a ntQp to. But uppn that oQcaskjQL 
his Grace shewed sueh particular resp^etrto 
]kfr and Mrs Butler, and suoh &you)p evwk to 
old David, tha;t Knockdunderiheldiit.prih 
dent to diange Ui^ course toward^ th^ lnU 
tar. He, in future^ vtse^ ]^^xpi69ft hjmBetf 
amoc^ friends, ooncerjiing the nuiiustca: «ad 
his wife, as ** very wprthy. dM?Bt fotjk:,. just 
a little over strict in their notions ;; put it 
WM pest for thae pJack cattle, to ^rr <^ tjbi^ 
safe side." And jpespeqtinjg^ J^itivi^s j l^e f^, 
lowed that ** he w^ an exeeU^nt ^^^|ge ,if£ 
^awte and sheep, .ajod a ^nsiUe^jta^^ 
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telle, aB' it werena for his tamiied Came- 
fonigm nonsense,' whilk it is not worth while 
o£ a ^hentlemaii to knock out of an auM 
fiilly head, either by force c^reason, or other- 
wise.'' So that, by avoiding topics of dis- 
pute, the personages of our tale, lived in 
great good habits with the gracious Dum 
£aii, only that he still grieved David'i soul^ 
and set a periloiis ekample to the congre» 
gaticm, by soimtimes Mnging hi» pqpe to 
the church during^ o^d wiiiter-day, and 
alntost^a^ays jsleeping duiiog seiyn^m im 
llie.silDai»el>tHQe. 

> Mrs Butier, wIkhb ^i^m^ust no hun^i if 
jrecan help it^ term >y the fiHniliar'nMneof 
Jeanie, brou^t into the mwried stid;e the 
same firm mind and^afieqtionate disposition^ 
r-t^e iwne nafcuxiBA and hooiely ig^ood saiae, 
imd^spkit c^ useful eKertioQ,— iu a w<»d, att 
Hie domestic good quaMt^^s of which d)e 
bad givai proof during her maiden life 
She: did not indeed rival Butler in l^amr 
)i^; bi|t then -no woman iD^orc^ devoutly 
1ii»»?a^ «ihe extent of .li9r hju^^iwd's eruij 
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dition. She did not pretend to understand 
kis expositiom of divinity ; bat no mii^ter 
of the presbytery had'his^'buinble dinner so 
wdl arranged, his^ clothes and linen in equal 
good order, his ftre-side so ntotly swep^ 
his parlour so olean, and his bopks so w^ 
dusted. 

/ if he talked to Jeanie of what. she did 
not understand,-^--and (for the mltii wm 
mortal, and had been a sdioohnasta*,) ht 
sometimes did harangue more sdiolai^y $atA 

wisely than wa& neoessi^iy ^-^H^ l^^i^^*^ ^ 
pladd silence ; and whenever tlie poittt MS- 
felted tocbtntnoti life, and was sudr sffi ettne 
under the grasp of a strong natural 1laSde^- 
stjuiding, her views were more forcible, aMl 
her observations tnore aeute, than his oti^ 
In acquired politeness of mannars, when it 
happened that she mingled a little in so^ 
idety, Mrs Butler was, of course, judged de^ 
ficient. ^ But then she had that obvious 
wish to' oblige, tlmt real and nattfral goei^ 
lareeding which depends ^on good sense And 
good hiunour;^ to which she joined aeensi^ 
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dwaUe degree of archness and tiveliness of 
naanaery so tibat her b^aviour was accept- 

< 

aUe to all with whom she was called upon 
to associate. Notwithstanding ha strict 
irftoation to att domestic affairs, she klwaya 
a]^peared the real dean well-dressed mis« 
tress of the hoUse, never the sorcUd house* 
hold drudge. Whoi complimented on this 
eceasion by Dun^^n Knodc, who swore 
'^^that he thpui^t the fiories iQust help her^ 
imce lier house was always dean, a|id no* 
body ever saw any body sweepii^ it," die 
modestly replied^ ** That much might be 
^hme by timmg ane^s tuiais.'* 
. Duncan replied, *^ He heartily wished 
die could teadi that art to the huzades at 
ikeJjod^ for he could i^ver discora that 
the house was washed at a', except now and 
then by t^rei^ing his shins over the pail- 
Cot tamp the jauds T 

Of lesser matters there is not occasion to 

jf^eak mudi. It may easily be bdieved 

that Uie Duke's dieese was carefuUyinade, 

nuad so gcadofisly accepted, that the cffm^ 
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lag beciame dnmial ' Bemembnone^ WBfdi 
iicknowledgmeiits ci t>8at'&ydiinr Mrere sent 
to Mrs Biekectcm'ajaul Mrs Qkss^ and an 
fabiealte Int^tourse mamUined ftraci time 
l;o tim^ with theae two respectable and fae^ 
seyolent p^r^sl^s. 

^ It is espedflUy^ noomsaiy to^ih^tita, that 
iti the course cH&ve yeu^^ Mrs Butler had 
Ikvee children, two boys and . a giil^ all 
^tit healthy babes <tf gtaoe^ fair-lmred^ 
Uue^ed,! and stfongJimfaed. Tfai bogrs 
9rere joaned David «nfd Beiiben> aa oidar 
1^ nometidatiire whldir ^itas mucb to Hie 
satisfaction of the. old hero of tibeCoifemnf, 
Md the ^1, bjf h^^xnoth^s ^^eml 4i$Ak, 
w>as diri^teped £iiphei9A», ;t«theif eoQtraiy 
to tfai^. wish 1^^ of htir.fadi^.lbid hwltaBd; 
.Whp.m^esrthdbess loved MfsBiitler too;ti^ 
and were too much ind^bteditt) her ioi their 
hours of happiness, towitihatfl^'aii|rra4Tt6St 
ja^hich 4ie made with e^ocBeBtoesi^ aild ds a 

m 

jaagt I lanqyv RQt (»f i««r)i«t,k}nd,:(b6 child Jiris 
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but by thfe abbremtiota 6f Femie> Whiit^b in 
Sdddand h equally oommonly applied to 
p^rtons called vEtipheitiia. 
- In tiiis staie of quiet^and uhostentatioua 
enjoy meirt^ tiiere ^ere^ besides the ordkiary 
rabs arid ruffes which dkfturb eren the 
inost uhifonn: We, two tUngs wloeh {tertSi- 
tVihorly cboquei^ Mrs Butler*^ happiness. 
f Wi^K^ut these;*^ ahe^satd to our informer^ 
filler life would have be^i but too hajipy ; 
BtiA perhaps," she ad^ed^ ^^ die had need of 
ai^ne cross&a m i3m worid to remind her 
fihat tliere wat^a better to esffne bdniid it" 
'/■ Thi fifsfiofthele related td eertaiii pole^ 
mkal' sIdnmAes betwixt her &tfa» and her 
husband^ wMd), not^itlMttdnding the mu*- 
tiral rei3|)ect and affection they entertoined 
fer eadl <^^,.and thar great love for her» 
«^iM>twittet£Lnding idso their gim^:tl ag^ree^ 
stent in ^trietness, and even f severity <^ 
Presbytarian prlHCJ^iej— K>ften tfar^K;ened 
niiji^teaflaAt wef^bar bfftween than. Diiviil 
Drailfi, as ^oiu* )i9adai» must be 'awai«b WM 
sufSfiieAtly opimonative a«d intr^ftabl^ 
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ftiid having prevailedon himseH" to beooDM 
a -member of a kirk-session under the e8t»- 
blished church, he fdt doubly obliged to 
evince, tiiat in so doing, he had not oom« 
promised any whit of his former |m>fesaoi«5 
either in practice or principle. Now Mr 
Butier/dcHUg all credit to his father-in-law's 
motives, was fie€|u^tly of opinion that it 
were better to drop out 6f memory points 
of dtvisioh and separation, and io aet in 
the manner most likely to attract and unite 
«H palties who were^ s^ietis in i^j^m; 
Moreover, he waa noi pleased, as a inan tod 
a sdicdar, to be always dictated to fay hb 
unletta'ed father*ih-law$ and as a dergy^ 
man, he did not think it fit to seem fc»r ever 
under the thumb of an elder c£ his ows 
kirk-«esi^on. A proud but honest tfaou^it 
carried his opposition now and then a little 
&rther than it would otherwise have goim 
^ My bpethiien," he said, ^* will suppose I am 
fliH:tering and conciliating the old maiijte 
tile sake of his succeseion, if I defer and give 
way to him on eviery oceatton; and^ be» 
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idSSLeSf there are maily on which I ndther 
can tidt will cotisdentiottsly yield to his no- 
tions. I cannot be persecuting oM women 
for witches, or ferretting out matter of scan- 
dal among the young ones, which might 
oUierwise hdV^ remained coneealedi'' 

From this difiercfnce of opinion it hap- 
|iened, that in many cases of nicety, such 
as in owning certain defections, and &ilmg 
to testifyiagainst certain badcsKdings of the 
time, in ilot alu^ys severely tracing forth 
fitde matters of scandal and ^nm ckmosoi 
Whidi David called a loosening of the reins 
of disidpHn^, land in fmling to demand eteair 
testimonies in other points of cohtrovwsgF 
which had, as it were, drifted to leeward 
With the change of times, Butler incurr^ 
the censure of his father^^in^law ; and sotne- 
i&m^ the disputes betwixt th^m turned 
eager and almost unfriendly^ In all sudi 
cases Mrs Butler was a mafiating spirit, 
who endeavoured, by the aHcaline smoodi- 
he&s of her own disposition,- to neutittliae 
the addity of tfaeblogitial <i(mtroVeirsy . To 
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the complaints of both sM^sit an iiu{m^ 
judioed and attentive essr, ai»d' sought al;* 
ways lather to excuse than absolutdlf tc^ 
defend the other party. 

She reminded her ftt^h^ th# Sutler I^ 
not ** his escperience of the. a)i^(^ and wxiastr 
ling times; when folk were gifted wi' a far 
look into ^mity^ to nodke up for the cq^ 
prcfssioiSus whilk tlu&y ^i^r^d hepafljiif^aw in 
time«^ Shei.fr0ely.allow^ that many; deyoi)^ 
manlsters and prc^essots in times past hai^ 
ecyoyeddownright reTelaticn, like the blessf 
ed Peden* and Lundie, and C^m&roj^ ai^ 
Beiiwick, aeid John Cakd the tinkler^ -wh^ 
entered into the secret^ , %fid EUzabetlf 
BC^idll;, Lady Culrqss» wfaa,pra(^^ hi )^ 
bedf'Surrounded by a ^eatmany Christi^ois 
in a lalrge bed^ on whilk it was placed .m 
puipose, and ^faat for three hours' timfi^ 

* 

with wonderful assistance ;. and Lady Ro- 
bertiUind/; whilk • got sic ^y/ig:^ outgate&i o^ 
.|^»ee, andmo^y other in tMnf^i.past; and 
of a specialty, Mr John ^crisag^iu% imn]$- 
tifit of ^Kioghorn^ who;haxdsig.a^dbdoTed 
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ASlA aok to death of tbe cxeW^ was firae 
to expostulate with his Maker with sucb 
impatieiice of diqpleasu]?e» and oomplaming 
so iMttedy, thai at k»ig(h it was said udtQ 
him, that he was heeoA for this time, hx% 
tbat; he was requested to me no such bc44r 
m»m tine eowmg; so ithat when he x^ 
turned he Ibund.the diitd sitting iup in the 
bed haleaud &k, wiA aU its wounds cio^ 
sed^ and 4wpi[4ug its parritch,. whilk bbhe he 
had left at the time of dfsath* But though 
^bfise thkigs might be true in these needful 
tibntes, she contended that those ministers 
who had not seen sid^h vouchsafed and 
esfitami mercies, wi^a^ to se^ their rulq Joa 
theiieccpxU of ane^t times; and thereforf 
Reuhen was c$u:ei^' both to seareh the 
Scriptures and the books written by wise 
s^d. good men of old; and sometimes in 
this way it waik happen that twa predou^s 
8^ts might pu' sundry wise, like twa cows 
riyjjgg at the same hay-band.'' 

l^o this David used to reply, with a sigh, 
'*Ah, hinny,^ tiiioj» kwn'st littlest 5 but 
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ftat laatn Jolm ScrimgeoUr, ihat blew open 

tbe gaies of heav^i as an it had been wi' 

a sax-pund catmcm-bdll, used devoutl7 to 

wish liiBt most part of books were burned 

eltcept the Bible. Reuben's a giide lad and 

a kind-— I have aye allowed that ; but as to 

his notallowing enquii^ anent the scandal 

of Margery Kittleades and Rory Mac- 

Sland^ under jaretenoe that they faaire sou- 

th^^ ffln wi' marriage^ ifs cleai' again 

the Christian discipline o' the kirk. And 

liien there's Aily MacClure of Deepheugfa, 

that practiseis her abominalioni^, spacing 

folks' fortunes wi' egg-shells and mutton- 

baneis, and dreams and divinations, whiUc is 

a scandal to ony Christian land to Miffa* 

sic a wretch to live ; and Til Uphaud that 

in a' judicatures, civil or ecd^iastical." 

•* I dare say ye ate very right, falhMr,* 

was the general style of Jeanie's answer ; 

*^ but ye maun come down to the Midise 

to your dinner the day . The bits b* taftiifns» 

pi tMng^ «« we«yLg to »efl«eir !«£!.. 

dad ; ahd B«ubm nevaske^ weel»iMrI 

8 
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ndtlier, whcti you loid lie hae had <my bit 
outcast." 

** Nae outcast, Jessile; God forbid I suld 
east out wi' thee» or aught that is dear to 
thee.'" And he put on his Sunday's coat, 
and came to the Manse ^accordingly. 

Witib. her husband, Mrs Bull« Had a 
more direct conciliatory process. Reuben 
had the utmost respect for the old man's 
motives, and afiection' fcr his person, as 
well as gratitude for his early friendship. 
So that, upon any such occasion di. aoci- 
dental irritation, it was only necessary to ' 
remind^him with delicacy of his fitther^^in- 
law's age, of his scanty education, strong 
prejudices, and family distresses. The least 
of these considerations always inclined But- 
ler to measures of conciliation, in so fso* as 
h^ could accede, to them without compix>« 
mising principle ; and thus our sim]^ and 
unpret^iding heroine had the merit of those 
peace-ioakers, to whom it is pronduiijc^ed 
as a benediction^ that they diall inherit 
the earths 

TOL. IV. K 
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Tbe second crook m Mia Bntiei^ lot^ t<x 
use the language of her father, was the jdiss- 
tfessing cmaimstan^^ that ishe bad never 
heard df her sister's safety » or of the ciimiii** 
stances m wfaidi she found hersdf, thou^. 
betwixt, fqur and five years had ekpsed 
sinde they had parted on ibe beach of the 
isiand of Ros^tieath. Frequent intaccourse 
was not ta be expected — ^not to be desired^ 
perhi^, in their relative situationg ; but 
£0ie had promised^ that» if she lived and 
prospered, her Bister should bear fix»a bee 
She must then be- no mor^ or sunk into . 
some abyss of misery, since she had neves 
redeemed her pledge. Her silence s^med 
strange and portentous, and wrung £ma^ 
Jeanie, who could never forget tbe early 
y^ears of their intimacy, the most pitiful 
antidpationconcemii^ her. fata AtLmgth^ 
however, the vdl was diawn ai»de. 

One day, as tbe Captain o£ Knockduiu 
der 4iad cbH^ m at the Manse, on la^ re* . 
turn fi^m some business in the HigWand 
part of the parish, and had been aoeoBOtmo^ 
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dated, according to his special request, with 
a mixture of milk, brandy, honey, and wa- 
ter, which he said Mrs Butler cojnpound- 
ed ^ petter than ever a woman in Scot- 
land,'*-^fbr, in all innocent matters, she sta« 
died the taste of every one around her, — ^he 
said to Butler, " Py the pye, minister; I 
have a letter here either for your canny 
pody of a wife or you, which I got whew 
I was last at Glasco ; the postage comes to 
fourpence, which you may either pay me 
fertiiwith, or give me tooble or quitts in a 
hitt at pack-cammon/' 

Theplay ingatback-gammon and draughts^ 
had been a frequent amusement of Mr 
Whacfcbaim, Butler's principal, when at* 
Libberton sdiooL The minister, therefore, 
still piquedhimself on his skillatboth games, 
and occasionally practised them, as strictly 
csmonical, although David Deans, whose no- 
tionsofevery kind weremorerigorous, used to 
shake his head, and groan grievomly, whai 

r 

he espied the taldes lying in the parl^tur^ or 
the children j^aying with the diee-bo^r ear* 
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back-gammon men. Indeed Mrs Butler 
was sometimes chidden for removing these 
implements of pastime into some closet or 
comer out of sight. ** Let them be where 
they are, Jeanie," would Butler say upon 
such occasions ; *^ I am not conscious of fol- 
lowing this, or any other trifling relaxation, 
to the interruption of my more serious stu-* 
dies, and still more serious duties. I will 
not, therefore, have it supposed, that I am 
indulging by stealth, and against my con- 
science^ in an amusement which, udng it so 
little as I do, I may well practise openly, 
and without any check of mind-^ — NU con^ 
9cire sibi, Jeanie, that is my motto ; which 
signifies, my love, the honest and open con- 
fidence which a man ought to entertain, 
wh^n he is acting openly, and without any 
sense of doing wrong." 

Such being Butler's humour, he accepted 
the Captain's defiance to a twopenny-hit at 
back-gammon, and handed the letter to his 
wife, observing, the post-mark was York, 
but^ if it came from her fiiend Mrs Bick-- 
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erton, she had considerably improved her 
hand-writing, which was uncommon at her 
years. 

Leaving the gentlemen to their game, 
Mrs Butler went to order something for 
supper, for Captain Duncan had proposed 
kindly to stay the night with them, and 
then carelessly broke open her letter. It 
was not firom Mrs Biekerton, and, after 
glancing over the first few lines, she soon 
found it necessary to retire into her own 
bed-room, to read the document at leisure. 



» 
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CHAPTER XI. 

£bippy thou art ! tbeii happy be^ 
Nor envy me^ lot I 
. Thy happy state I envy thee^ 
And peaceful cot. 

i#mMt^fflOtti» 

Ttts letter^ which Mrs Botler, when n^ 
Ured into her own apartmenty perused vnth 
anxious wonder, was certainly from W&e^ 
although it had no other signature than the 
letter £. ; and although the orthography^ 
style, and penmani^ip, were very far supe* 
rior not only to any thing which Effie could 
produce, who, though a lively girl, had been 
a remarkably careless scholar, but even to 
her more considerate sister's own powers of 
composition and expression. Themanuscrqpt 
was a fair Italian hand, though something 
and constrained— the spelling and the 
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diction that of a p^erson who had been ac« 
cuatoitied to read good cpmpositiODs abd 
mix in good society. 

The tien6r of the letter was as fcrflows : 

^* Mt I^sarest Sist£r^ 
^' At timny risks I venture to write to you, 
to iiiform you that I am still alive, and» as to 
worldly situation^ that I rank higher than I 
eonld expect or merit. If wealth, and dis- 
tinction, and an honourable rank, could 
make a woman happy, I have Ihetn all ; 
Imt you, /eani^ whom the worid might 
think placed far beneath me in all these 
Srespects, are far happier than I am. I have 
had mrans of bearing of your welfare, ndy 
"Sparest Jeanie, from time to tim6-~I think 
I should have broken my heart otherwise. I 
i»ve learned with great pleasure of yiMir in* 
creasing ikmily. We have not been worthy 
of si^ha blessing; two infants have been sue* 
cessively removed, and we are now childless 
«^^od'8 will be done. But, if we fabd a chiWi 
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it woald perhaps divert him from the gloomy 

• 

thoughts which make him terrible to him- 
self and others. Yet do not let me fright^i 
you, Jeanie ; he continues to be kind, and 
I am far better off than I deserve. You 
will wonder at my better scholarship ; but 
when I was abroad, I had the best teachers, 
and I worked hard because my.progpress 
pleased him. He is kind, Jeanie, only be 
has much to distress him, especially wfam 
he looks backward. When I look backward 
' myself, I have always a ray of comfort ; it 
is in the generous conduct of a sister, whb 
^ forsook me not when I was forsaken by 
' every one. You have had your reward. 
You live happy in the esteem and love of 
all who know you, and I drag on the life 
of a miserable impostor, indebted for the 
marks of regard I receive to a tissue of de- 
ceit and lies, which the slightest accident 
may unravel. He has produced me to his 
friends, since the estate opened to him, as 
the daughter of a Scotchman of rank, ba- 
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nisbed on account. of the Viscount of Dua«r 
dee's war»— that is, our Fr*s old frtead Gla* 
vers, you know— and he says I was edu- 
cated in a Scotch convent i indeed I livedr 
in such a place long enough to enable me 
to support the character. But when a 
countryman approaches mCt and. begins to 
talk, as they all do, of the various famli 
lies engaged in Dundee's affair, and to: 
make enquiries into my coonectionsy aod 
when J^ see his eye bent on mine with sucb 
an expres»dn of agony, my terror brings 
me to the very risk of detection. Good% 
nature and politeness have hitherto saved 
Qie» as they prevented people from prefs^ag- 
on me with distressing questions. But how 
l<Hig«-^ how long, will this be the case !--^ 
And if I bring this disgrace on htm, he.wtlL 
hate me-rhe will kill me,: for as much as he> 
loves me ; he i3 as j^lOus^frhis family ho* 
i)io«ir noWf as ei^er he was <;areless about it*; 
^ We been! in England fQur mofiths^ aacl 
^ve oflen ^j:ight of writing to you* j. and: 
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jfftt, such are the dangers that might aHse 
fHHA an intercepted letter, that I have hi* 
tbdrto forliorae. But now I am oUiged to 
imk the risi:. List week I aaw yoar great 
MevA, the IX of A. He came to my box, 
and sate by me ; and something in the play 
l^tbha in«nHid<tf*yoti~Oraciom Heaven! 
Ink txAd ovcir your whole London journey to 
all who were iti the box, but paiticolarly to 
Afe wretched creature who was the occasioii 
of it alL If he bad known^-4f he oonUl 
haTe conceiv^d^ beside whora he #a)l'«Mk 
tftig^ and to wlk^m &ie nborf was^ t»Id !--^I 
aulfered with courage, like an Indltett ai the 
stdbc^ while they are rending hfs ^tN^tt- 
and boring his eyes> and while he smites lap^ 
plaiis&at each weU4magid»d eomriW^icte^f 
bis torturersL It Wdstoo nmch for me at hS^ 
Jeaaie^^i fiJnted y and my agony was itA^ 
potfed partly to tiie heat cf tht pls^^ and 
pardgp ta my extreme sen^bttity ;< nad/lv^ 
pbccite idl ovarii etu^Qttragi$dtwib o^* 
iioBs*eai]^ tfafaig bat 4iiiel(^p«iy« 'ZHick8f 
he was not there. Stft the incident haa 
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led to more alarms. I am obliged to meet 
your great man often $ and he seldom sees 
me without talking of £. D. and J. D.^ and 
A. B. and D. D., as jpersons in whom my 
amiable sensibility is interested. My ami« 
able sensibility !!!— And then the cruel 
tone of light indifference with which per- 
sons in the fashionable world speak toge* 
tiier on the most aflfecting subjects ! To hear 
my gnilt, my folly, my agony, the foibles 
Mid weaknesses of my friends— -even your 
lieroic exertions, Jeanie, spoken of in the 
"drolling style which is the present tone in 
ikshionable life*— Scarce all that I formerly 
endured ils equal to this state of irritation 
«^-*tfaen it was blows and stabs— now it is 
|>ricking to death with needles and pins.-~ 
^9<u^I ihean the D.-*gces down next month 
to spend the shooting-season in Scotland 
?^he says, he makes a point of always di- 
iring on<s day at the Manse—be on your 
guards and do not betray yourself, should 
lie . mention me— Yourself, alas ! you have 
nothing to bitray— ilothing to fbar— It is 
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E. whose life is once more in your hancb--** 
it is £. whom you are to save from being 
plucked of her borrowed plumest discover- 
edy branded, and trodden down, first fay 
him, perbapsi who has raised her to th^fi 
dizzy pinnacle !— The inclosure will reach 
you twice a*year— do not refuse it— it k 
out of my own allowance, and may be twice 
as much wl^n you want it« With you it 
may do good^— with me it never cam 

" Write to me soon, Jeanle, or I shall 
remain in the agonizing apprehension that 
this has fallen into wrong hands— Address 
simply to L. &, under cover, to the Reve* 
rend George Whiteroset in the Minrter*^ 
Close, Yor^. He thinks I correspond with 
some of my noble jacobite relations who 
are in Scotland. How high- church and 
jacobitical zeal would bum in his cheekst 
if he knew he was the agent, not of Buphe* 
mia Setoun, of the honourable house of 
Winton, but of £• D., daughter of a Carney 
ronian eow-feeder! — Jeanie, I can laugh yet 
sometime»-*-but God protect you froiA such 

11 
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mirth.— My father— I mean your father^ 
would say it was like the idle crackling of 
tboms ; but the tiiorns keep their poiguao- 
cyi Uiey remain unconsumed.— -Farewell, 
my dearest Jeanie— Do not show this evea 
to Mr Butler, much less to any one else— I 
have every respect for him, but his princi- 
ples are over strict, and my case wiU not 
endure severe handling.— I rest your aflfeo* 
tionate sisteri £•" 

In this* long letter there was much to 
surprise as well as to distress Mrs Butler. 
Itiat £.ffie— her sister Effie, should be min- 
ing freely in society, and apparently on 
not unequal terms, with the Duke of Ar- 
gyle, sounded like something so extraordi- 
nary, that she even doubted if she read 
truly. Nor was it less marvellous^ tha^ 
in the space of four years, her education 
should have made such progress. Jeanie's 
humility readily allowed that Effie h|(d :al« 
ways, when she chose it, been smarter at 
her book than she herself was» but tixea she 
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.t»B very i(}lef and, ttpdn the ^hol^ bad 
ftiade flinch less profieiency. lote, or fear, 
^r Hieeessity^ however, hod proved an side 
sdHyoliBtstpeM, and oompleiefy ra^plied 
4dl her de§ciencieB« 

What Jeai^ie least liked ifl the tone of die 
'tetter wad a smothei^ degree of egotism. 
^ We ^bdidd have heard little about her/* 
said Jeanie to herself > ^* but that she wn 
feared the Duke might come tolearn wha At 
was, and a' about her puir friends here; bat 
^Bfflei pUir thing, aye looks her ain way^ and 
Iblks that do that think mair d' themsdves 
^M of their neighbours.— ^I «m nd ^lear 
ttbout keeping her siller/'^ riie added, ta- 
%it)g up a 501. hote whioh htei fatten efut ^ 
^e papet to the fldon ^ We hae aneC^ 
and it lodts unco like thefl-ibdot^ or hii^i. 
itioney, as they ea' it } she might hae beett 
Mre that I wad say niaeihihg WAd harfed h^^ 
for a' the govrd in Lunndm And I mavA 
ttil the minister about it I dlftnb ttee that 
ihe suM be sae feared fer her ain^ bonaf)6 
b»gaitt df a gudeman^ and. that I shotddiia 
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tewerttde Mr BAlfterJost iis mith ; atid «fte 
f ^U t^tn tdl y«i^ wfaen tfaat tippling hoSf 
^e CaptiiA ba^ tA^^n bout itt the morttiti^. 
*--i-^Bat I itafider lit tty afai st^te trfltoind,* 
«lie added) tHrning back, lifter ishetiad m^ldi 
ft iMp o^ twd to the do«r to j<^ th^ gisntle* 
tten ; ^ slirely I am ho tAt ^ fble as to be 
angiy that Effie's a braw lady, while I am 
6eiy A ibitiister^ wife?-»attd yet I am as 
lotted a& a bairOi when I should bless God^ 
thbt kbs redeemed her from shame, and po- 
t<my^ and guilt, as ower IScely she might 
6M been piniiged ffito.'' 

iStoting d^wn upon a uttfol at the fbot of 
Ae bed, she folded her arms ujpon her bo^ 
som, saying within herself, ^* From diiir 
|Aaee wiU I n«t rise tai I im in a l^eiter 
fiMde^f mibd ;" and so placed, by dint df 
t»tfii^ the veil ftom the m«tiVeA of her little 
inaporsu^ bpleen against her siMor, she 
compelled herself to be ashamM Of them, 
aMd to Vi«^# to UedsingS^ the advafhta^s of 
her sister's lot, while its embarrassinents 
were the necessary consequences of errorn 
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long since committed* And thus she feiAj 
vanquished the feeling of pique which she 
naturally enough entc^rtaiaed, a^t seeing Ef- 
iie^ so long the object of her care and her 
pity, soar suddenly so high above her io 
life, as to reckon aimongst the chief objects 
of her apprehension the risk df their relii- 
tionship being discovered. 

When this unwonted burst of imotir |iro« 
pre was thoroughly subdued, she ^aJked 
down to the little parlour where the gentle* 
.men were finishing U^eir game, and heard, 
from the Captain a confirmation of the 
news intimated in her letter,, that the Ditke 
of Argyle was shortly expected at Rose* 
neath^ 

. <^ He'll find plenty of moor-fowls and 
plack-cock on the moora of Auchingowiefy. 
and he'll pe oae doubt for taking a kite 
dinner, and a ped at the Manse, as he baa 
done pefore oo^^." 

.'^ He has a gude right, QiptaiQ»^ aaid 
Jeanie* 



Vi 
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^*< Teil ane better to ony ped in the kin« 
tra,'* answered the Captain. ** And ye 
had petter tell your father, puir pody, to 
get* bis beasts a' in order, and puthistama* 
ed Cameronian nonsense oat o* his head for 

9 

9 

twa or three days, if he can pe so opligiing'; 
for txa I speak to him apout prate pe»tial, 
he answers me out o* the Pible, whilk is not 
using a shentleman weel, unless it pe a per- 
son of your cloth, Mr Putlcr.** 

Ifo one understood better then Jeame 
the merit of the soft answer, which turneth 
away wrath j and she only smiled, knd ho- 
]^d that his Grace would find every thing 
that was under her father's care to his en^ 
tire satisfaction. 

But the Captain, who had lost the whole 
postage of the letter at back-gainmon, was 
in the pouting mood not unusual to losenip 
and which, says the proverb, must be at* 
lowed to them. 

^ And, Master Putler, though you know 
I never meddle with the things of yoor 
kirk-sessions, yet I must pe allowed to ^y 
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I will not fe {leased to allow 
M acClure of Deepbstugh to pe poomsted us 
a mUh, in respect she only spaes fortuned, 
and does not lame^ or plind^ or pederii 
aUijr peirsmis, or coup cadgers' carts, or otrjr 
aort of tttsehief ; but only tells people good 
fortunes, as anent our poats killtng so muiy 
aeate and doug-fishe^ whilk is very pleasaiit 
to hear." 

"The woman,** said Btrtler, «« is, I be- 
lieve, no witch, but a cheat; and it is 
only cm that head that she is summoned to 
tiife ktrk^session, to cause her to desist in 
ibiure from practising her impostures upon 
-%nonnt persons." 

^< I do not know," replied the gracious 
Demean, <^ what her practices or her pos- 
ctores are, but 1 pelieve that if the poys take 
>oiild on her to duck her in the Clachan^ 
punif it will be a very sorry practice — 
and I pelieve, moreover, that if 1 come ih 
^htrdsman among you at the kirk-sessions, 
jwt will pe all in a tamn'd biMi postoie ift« 
dacd." 
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Without noticing thi| thrett^. Mr Butler 
rti|^€d» '< That he hud not atteaded to the 
Htk of ill usuge •which the po<Nr wom&a 
night und^^ at the )iattds of the rabble^ 
lad that he would give her the neceMtry 
idmofiition in private* instead of bftp^^og 
Aer before the assi^mltled session.'' 

^* Tbis^" Duncan said^ ^* wals peaking 
like a reamnable shentleman i^ aftd so the 
evening passed peaceably ofL 

Niekt morning, after the GaptMU had 
MiraUowed bis fldoroing dnii^ht of Athole 
bto^ and dejuu^ed in bis coach and six« 
&&$ Btitter anew deliberated ^poa commu* 
nicating to her husband her aister'^^ letter# 
But &be waa deterred by the recoUectioni 
ftat in doing so she would unveil to ^m 
the whole of a dreadful secret» of whicfa» 
t^rhaips, his public, character might render^ 
bim ao ui^t depositary. Butler already ha<) 
teasw to believe that Effie had duped witii 
tiiat same Robertson who had been a lead-i 
^in tb«L Porteous mob, and who lay under 
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sentence of death for the robbery at Kirk- 
aldy. But he did not know his identity 
with George Staunton, a man of birth and 
fortune, who had now apparently r&^assu- 
med his natural rank in society, 
had respected Staunton's own 
as sacred, and upon reflection she consi« 
dered the letter c^ her sister as equally so, 
and resolved to mention the contests to no 
one. 

On re*perusing the letter, she could not 
help observing the staggering and unaatis* 
fitctory condition of those who have rises 
to distinction by undue paths, and the out» 
works and bulwarks of fiction and fateebood; 
by which they are under the necessity of 
surrounding and defending their precarious 
advantages, ^t she was not called upoui 
fthe thbugfay^j^ unveil her sister's original 
history— -i|gif]9iukl restore no right to imy 
one, for ;i^$^^as usurping none— it would 
only desfci^, her happiness, and degrade 
her in tha public estimation. Had she 
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been wise* Jeanie thought she would have 
chosen secludon and privacy, in place of 
public life and gaiety ; but the power of 
chdce might not be hers. The money she 
thought could not be returned without 
seeming haughty and unkind. She resolved^ 
therefore, upon re-considering this point, to 
employ it as occasion should serve, either 
in educating her children better than her 
own means could compass, orfor their future 
portion. Her sister had enough, was strong- 
ly bound to assist Jeanie by any means in 
her power, and the arrangement was so na- 
tural and proper, that it ought not to be 
dedined out of fastidious or romantic deli- 
cacy. Jeanie accordingly wrote to her sis* 

ter, acknowledging her letter, and request- 

• 

^S to hear from her as often as she could. 
In entering into her own little details of 
i^ws, chiefly respecting domestic affiiirs, 
she experienced a singular vacillation of 
ideas; for sometimes she apdogized for 
nientioning things unworthy the notice of 
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a lady <^ rank, and tiien recoUeeted that 
every thing which concerned her should be 
interesting to Effie. Her letter, under the 
cover of Mr Whiterose, she committed to 
tihe postofflce at Glasgow, by the intervene 
tion of a parishioner who had business at^ 
that city* 

The next week brought the Buke ta 
Roseneath, and shortly afterwards he inti- 
mated' his intention of sporting in tbeif^ 
neighbourhood, and taking his bed at the 
Manse, aa honour which he had once or 
twice done to its inmates on former occa^ 
sions. 

Eflie proved to be perfectly right in her 
anticipations. The Duke had hardly set 
himself down at Mrs Butler's right hand, 
and taken upon himself the task of carving 
the excellent ** barn-door chucky," wMcb 
had been selected as the high dish upoir 
this honourable occasion, before he began 
to speak of Lady Staunton of Willingham 
in Lincolnshire, and the great noise which 
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htr i|it and' bcMit^r made io LoaAm. JPlor 
much of this Jeanie wasy in some measure^ 
prepared—but Effie's wit! that wouldnever 
have entered into her imagination, being 
ig&orant bow* exactly, raillery in the higher 
TtaakM resemUea Afj^ancy among their in- 
feiiors. 

<< She has been ^be ruling beUe^r-the 
blazing star'— the universal toast of the vin« 
ttr," said the Duke ; ^ and is really the- 
most beautiful creature that was seen at 
coort upon the birth-day.** 

The birthday! and at court i-^Jieanie^ 
was annihilated, remembering wdl her own 
presQutaticm, all its extraordinary circum- 
stances, and particularly the cause of it. 

^ I mention this lady particularly to you, 
Mrs Butler,** said the Duke, <* ^because she 
has something in the sound of her voice, 
and cast of her countenance, that reminded 
me^ of you — not when you look so pale 
though^— you have over fatigued yourself*— 
you must pledge me in a glass of wine.'' 

Shddid'sO) and Butler observed, ** It^as 

9 
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daiigerous^ flattery io his Grace to tell a poor 
minister's wife that she was like a court- 
beauty.** 

• " Oho ! Mr Butler," said the Duke, " I 
find you are growing jealous ; but it's ra* 
tber too late in the day, for you know hpw 
long I have admired your wife. But se- 
riously, th»e is betwixt them one of those 
inexplicable likenesses which we see in 
countenances, that do not otherwise re- 
semble each other." 

<< The perilous part of the compliment 
has flown off," said Mr Butler. 

His wife, feeling the awkwardness of si- 
lence» forced herself to say, " That, per- 
haps, the lady might be her countrywoman, 
and the language might make some resem- 
blance." 

" You are quite right," replied the Duke. 
<< She is a Scotchwoman, and speaks with 
a Scotch accent, and now and then a pro- 
vincial word drops out so prettily, that it 
is quite Doricy Mr Butler." 

<* I should have tboughtt" said the cler- 



I 



J 



TIU5 HEART OF MtD-L(ynnAN. S41 

gyman* ** that would have sounded vulgar 
ib the great city." 

• *• Not at aB,^' replied the Duke ; " you 
must jMippose it is not the broad coarse 
Scotch that is spoke in the Cowgate of 
Edinburgh, or in the GorbaK This lady 
has been very little in Scotland, in fact--*' 
She was educated in a convent abroad, and 
speaks that pure courts Scotch, which was 
common in my younger days ; but it is so 
generally disused now, that it sounds like a 
different dialect, entirely distinct from our 
modem patois.^ 

Notwithstanding her anxiety, Jeanie 
could not help admiring within herself]^ 
how the most correct judges of life and 
banners can be imposed on by' their own 
j^reconcepiions, while the Duke proceeded 
thus : <* She is of the unfortunate house of 
Wintoun, I believe; but, being bred abroad, 
she had missed the opportunity (rf* leaf nin^ 
Ker own pedigree, and was obliged to me 
for informing her, that she comes of the 
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Setons of Windygonl. I wish you couid 
have seen how prettily she. blushed at her 
own ignorance* Aoudst her noble and ele- 
gant inanners, there is now and then a lit- 
tle toueh of bashfulness and conventual 
rusticity, if I may call it s^ th^t mak^ hef^ 
quite enchanting. You see lU; once the 
rose that had bloomed untouched amid the 
chaste precincts of the cloisteri Mr Butlen" 
True to the hint, Mr Butler failed not to 
start with his 

" Ut flos in septis secretus naadttur hortis/' JcjC 

« 

while his wife could iiardly persuade her* 
self that all this was spoken of Effie De^s, 
and by so competent a judge as the Duke, 
of Argyle ; and had she been acquainted 
with Catullus^ would have thought the for- 
tunes of her sister had reversed the whole 

passage. 

She was, however, determined to obtain 
some indemnification for. the anxious feel* 
ings of the moment^ by gaining aU the in- 
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t^Iligenee she could ^ and therefore ven« 
tared to make some enquiry about the hus« 
hslnA ^ the lady his (Grrace aidmired so 
much. 

^^'fle is very rtch,^ replied the Duke ; 
6f m ancient familyy and has good man- 
ners } hot he is far froni being such a fa- 
vocirite as his wtfe.«— Some people say he 
can tfe very pleasant— I never saw him so ; 
but should rather judge him reserved, and 
^O0my and capricious. He was very wild 
in his youth, tbey sfay, and has bad health ; 
yet he h a young good-looking man enough 
-«-a great ftiend of your L6rd High Com* 
miasioner of the Kirk, Mr Butler.'' 

^ Then he is the friend of a veiy worthy 
and honowrable nobleman,*' said Butler, 
r <^ Does he admire liis lady as much as 
oUier people do V' said Jeanie, in a low 
voice. 

«« Who—Sir ^orge? Tbey say he ia. 
very fond of her,*' said the Duke ; ** but I 
observe she trembles a little when he fixes 
his eye on her^ and th«t is no good sig^i— 
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^t it is estrange bowJ am hai^nted by tids 
resembiance of your's.to Lady ^fU^wotfw, 
in look and tone qf voice* Qne w^dyld- 9l^' 
most swear you were sisters/* 

Jeanie's distress became imcpntroulnblci 
and beyond concealment* The Duke of 
Ai^yle was much disturbed^ goadtpati}rf4^ 
ly ascribiqg it to his..haying unwittingly 
recalled tP her remembrance her fj^aiily* 
misfortunes. He was too well-btdd tXft atf 
t^pt to ^pd^gi;;^ ; but bajM^«i$d U> ^imgto 
the ;Si&bject, and anraqge^ oertai^ poiiutft cit 
dispute which had. occurred beiwixt DtWh 
can of Knock and the miQi9l^r» tQkuQiv- 
ledging that h^s.^eorthy substitute waa fiomftr. 
HfH^ A Uttl^ too ^tJnaAe» ^swqU «r too 
energetics in bis execuitivc^ni^ttuires^ ' 

Mr Butler admitted his geneKal merits ; 

bfi^t ^t. *' He ifoaM pre$ii«ie tp «|$>ly %% 

the worthy gentleman the words of^tl^ 

to MarvDclipuff 4#ioia^ . - '' •• 



Von ^U« tttmi io J«io,atqpw voa! '* 
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The discourse being thus turned on pa- 
rish- business, nothing farther occurred that 
can interest the reader. 
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CHAPTER XIE 



Upoi my bead they placed a. fruitless cf^wn. 
And put a barren sceptre in my gripe» 
Thence td be wrenchM by an atditteai iisiid». 
Nason^of mine sueoBcding. 

Macbeth. 



AFTB&tliis period^ but under the most 
strict precautions against discovery^ the* 
sisters corresponded occasionally,, exchan*- 
ging letters about twice every year. Those 
of Lady Staunton spoke of her husband's 
health and spirits as being deplorably uq» 
certain ; her own seemed also tO' be sink- 
ingy and one of the topics on which she 
most frequently dwelt^ was their want o£ 
family. Sir George Staunton^ always. vio- 
lent, had taken some ^aversion at the next 
heir, whom he suspected of having irrita- 
ted his friends against him during his ab- 



THE HEART OP MID-LOTHiAK. 'S47 

senoe ; and he declared, he would bequeath 
Wiltingham aad all its lands to a hospital, 
ere that fetch and carry tell- tale should in- 
lielit an acre of it^. 

«< Had he but a child,"* said the unfortu* 
sate wife, ** or had that luckless infant sur- 
vived, it would be some motive for living 
and for exertion. Bat Heaven has dented 
ns a blessing which we have ndt deserved .'* 

Such compUidts, in varied form, but 
turning frequently on die same topic, fill- 
ed the letters which passed from the spacr- 
eus but melancholy balfe of Wniingham, to 
the quiet and happy parsonage at Knock- 
tarlitie. Years meanwhile rolled on amid 
diese iruitl'esisi rdpinings. John Duke of 
Argyle and Gl^reenwich died in the year 
1743, universally lamented, but by none 
more than by the Butlers, to whom bis be« 
nevdlence had bc^n to distinguished. . He 
was 'succeeded by his brother Dake Archie 
bald, with whom they had not the sanie in^ 
timacy ; but who continued the prot^tiba 
which his brother' liAd extended towiMs 



S48 TAX'ES OP m:y lakolokd. 

tbem« , This, indeed, becaooe moce nece*^ 
sary than ever ; for, after the.breakiag (Wt 
apd suppression of the rebeUion in 1740^ 
the peace of the country, ^dj^iqent ta tktf 
Highlands, was considerably d^tjirbed* 
Marauders, or men; that had been driTiMt 
to that desperate mode qf life, qtfaitecttd 
themselves in the fastnesses neaiesttotiur 
Xiowlands, ivhicb wece tlidr so6«e of phiii^ 
der \ and there is scjarce a.:glen in.tbeirab 
mantic and im>w peacieabie highlaiids of 
Perth, Stirling, and Duaibart€»shire, where 
pne or more did not take up their ren* 
dence. . . j 

: The prime pest of the paridb of Knocktav* 
•Htie was a certain Donaobadba Of^ Donajgh* 
or Black Duncan the Miscbtevous, wtioda 
ipre havp already casually mentioned. This 
fellow had been original^ a Unklec or cimm6 
many of whom strpU abcuit these dtstricts i 
l>ut when all pdiU^e iKHs disorganized bj 
thp civil war, he threw up bis professttoot 
fwd from half (^i^. bMame whde robber.; 
^ benig g^pe^dly at the head of thite or 
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feur active jrouo^ f^TTows, and he himself 
mrtfali bold; and welf acquainted with the 
pastes, he {iiicfd^ &is new projfession with 
emoltimeiit to himself, and ih6nite plague 
to the couniry. 

AH "Were convinced that Duncan of 
Knock codd have put down his nameskke 
Xkmacha any morning he had a mind ; 
for tiiere wfeife in the parish a set of stout 
^oiing men, who had joined Argyle's ban- 
lier in tiie war tmdier his old friend, and 
behaved very wfeH upon sevcifal occasions* 
Atfd a» f6i their leader, as- ho one doubt- 
dd Ms courage^ it was generally supposedt 
thitr* DdnachA had found out the mode 
of cbneiKatitig 'bis fUvoU r, a thing not very 
niie6nimbA in thai age and country. This 
^Mti thb more readily believed, as David 
DinuteVcattle (being the property of the 
Dttke) ^lereleft uHtoUtHed, when the mini^^ 
sHfar^sr^^Dnirs'iJi^ei'e carried off by the thieves^ 
AsBMiVet attempt was made to renew th^ 
samci act 6f rapine, and the cattle werci in 
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the act of being dmen off^ wh^ BoUer^ 
laying his pro£^ion aside id a casf^ iaf<s^b 
nec^s^ty, putJbii|^f<alitke.liei^»f SM^ 
of his neighboursy and resop^ the ^wgH^p. 
an exploit at which Deans a^^n^^j^^^I^'" 
son, on the Qccasion». isotwi^a^jjM^iqij^ his 

extreme old age* in^iw}t(4 oa ^ji^jgNMI^ 
poney, and gi^rdei^ with a^^kLljipa^iH^ 
likening hipiftelf (for be f^edjutfU^^Mf^ 
gate the whole: meiit of tte ciS^M^lilP' 
David^ the son ofJiesse^wben^Jieyfyoffgri^gd. 

the spoil of Zq^g from the. 4?^fMMftt»*- 
This spirited behaidour had ao ^ it^g^^d 
effect, that Donachadhu^iutCiuq^Mll^^B^t 
his distance for some timetapofs^ifr^tf^^, 
though bis distsmt exploitif w«ri^ fiiffl^<atjy 
fpoken o( he did not exercise ,ffy dij^da^ 
tions in that pajctj^ the x^oifn^y*.* He^CHi* 
tinned to flourish, an4/to be^ b^fM^ i^4f^s^^ 
sionally, untUthe year I7^1f w^ ii^ 
fear of the second David 1^ ]|^iW^. M#tV^ 
check, fate released him ijirom jtb»|^xeiljBJB|» 
for the venerable patriarch of St I i^giyafi^t 
was that year gathered po bis fathers* 
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' Bnvid Deans dtisd fall of years and of 
lionoor. He is beMeved; fiir tbe exact time 
'€#hk totth it tiof^lcnown^ to have Itv^d lijfi- 
imMUr dftk\fikty yejirs ; for he used to speak 
'of eventi^ as^MMbg under his own know- 
ledge, whtch happened about the time of 
tfiebaldeof'Bothwdi^Bffidge. It was s^id 
'that he t^rm boie arntii thei^ ; for ohc^, 
rwhea a drunlnm Jacobite laird washed f6t 
xm BothifWigtflfi^ whig, Uiaib «< he might 
rafeciw tile liig»btit of ilia toad,"" 'David in- 
ifbrined'' Aim 'With* a peculiar auateiity of 
-'diliintefMaiviey Ihattf he liked tor try such a 
ipmnk^'^Aore was one at his elbow ; and it 
'iiisqBirt^thirintevfeinie Bntler to pro^ 
9&tmiAit peaces -^i ?: 

* vr rMiBr^expfaied' in ^ Hie arms of hia beloved 
'^tegfatoTi > timnldiA 'for all the blessiiigs 
'fvi^ich Pfovidcuce had voudisafed to him 
'iMi^ in lliis^ valley of strife and triid^*- 
-and tfayriifiil atsD for the: triala he had 
faeeil vi«^tM with; faiavin^: found thein, 
•he said^ needM to mortify that spiritual 
pride: and: d)nMeiioe' in his own gtSb, 
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iiyl|i<^ wi» thdii4e^^o» nviiicb the wUySae* 
^y dM mosMorelx (met Idiii4 Hepcaewfl 
jQ,tiiei9O6t<«08eti9g.iiiiiiimef for JeiRtiiet. Iter 
:)w»baAd» aod hw famil}!» Md thl^ 1m» af* 
leiQti»i|Mie4vity |Q:t2ie putr tvid man .mi j|bt 
:piir9lif S9 fa» iMgth of days here, andHluqfi- 
ptiiess. hereafter ; kbMi is ft paikbelte pe- 
tition, too wdl imdemtecid hy tihwe mh» 
iEverwlw family clretmist^iiees, be.besoi^ht 
$he Shepherd of soids^ whie gatherh^ \m 
A0ek» not to feiget itlie little mie^alr.badl 
4trtyiad •irom Hm fi>ld> andieireii then m^giifc 
be in t)M^ haiiGb. iof the. rMcnii^ msii^^liB 
prayed: fior ^e nafckmal Jenmlem^ itfuifc 
•peaoei mi^ be in her land: .and proaiiaAby 
in her pakces*— for the weUare of..ttm. ho* 
.^nmilafelle iHctnserof Avgyle^: abdifi^K th^ion- 
ftciiieii of .Duhcan of Knookduoda. Ukfu 
.eer this he wasinleittt bang ^aihailtted^ 
-did^be again utter any^tbisg diflttn«lly«^ 
uras .heard indeed to mutter 
t^soat miasm2JL di^tioiis, rv^b6kixa^ 
txeines, and: leftJmnd ialMngs. off; bn 
May Hettly obeerwd, Ini faead^ waa' 




lied at ^fae tinse : and it ia.prahiUe that 
thaaa ^tpmnoM! iMranM to iiaii meiefy 
oat of geacurai ^aiMf attdstfaat he died in the 
firil spirit, of oivacity^iiith all ami. Ab(wl 
an J^our afterwards he skept in tile Lerd^r . 

MelwilhslaBdtog . bar : fiidier^ adrattoed 
a^» his deaft was a severe sbocfc iboMM 
Bts^n . Mueb ofthm tkoe kad^been dedu 
cated to attending .ta his health and hit 
if^Am^wofi she Alt as. if .part fii her bosi* 
oessriii ti» worid was cttdffifl» wfaM the gnd 
<dd QMB was. no mere* •. ili» weaith» iWhM| 
€aflie.Beariy.t0fitteen.haiidred pounds/ in 
diipesaUe ieapiial» served ta raiK^ the §0i* 
tanies ef the Ifonil^ at the Maisse« Howiie 
dispose of this sum for the bept advsQtage 
eS hU^fiumly, ^asonatter oCan^iiowGafisi- 
defatimi to BiitL»r* . 

c^.Uwe pat it an herkalde bond, we wiQ 
maybe lose the iirt^tst ^^therefsthalboqd 
€f9mr LouBsbedi^d land, your father eonld 
neMier ^t principal nor kitefeat for it«-t 
if we bring it into the iiindsi we wilLraa^ 
be lose the principal and aU» as ttaiq^iiid ^ 
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the Sobtbisea dcheme. Tte little estate of 
CSwgsture is in^ tiie mafi^'—it |lw wilii- 
in^twdmMeSiiDf tl»M8iiie» and JKoiyek sAys 
kia Gcace faae. no tfaought M& liay it* ^ Bat 
the^ ask'i^flitOt anA tUegpnaj^^ fw it is 
iraitk ibe lixoneyr ; and were 4 t«^ )mm»0w 
tbe.faafauicei the miditor miglit <^t* itop 
suddealjiv ctv^ taMe.«f my deadi my ftn^ 
^ mi^t ba'4ff ttessed."* -^ 

-^^ Afid MH i£we MkraMiutteiv 'we-tf^iit 
boy thttt b6imte'p89txire«grouii«l> wlh af ^'Ae 
gtasaxomei^^so^^eirly^ariced'JeaDie^ '^ 
: ** Cartainfyi my dmur ; aod Knoekdu^ 
der, who^ai a good^jiidg^sB siMoi^ atffi* 
aiDgflQie tO'it^f^Ta be stireitis' 
Ibatis saUili^f it^' 
. ^ AwteH J()iiibtai'' said Jteaiiie,^^ "ft 
mwxxx just lodi op a t^tia &mfrtliifa» Mjfb 
did when ye wanted aiUeriyefiMe'MJaib laak 
«p atext ii» the Bible.'' 
. ^ Ah, Jaanie^'' saU Biitldr^ liaighidg^afld 
pcessing Jier haod at tbe. sai»e tsne,. «Mhe 
best p^(^ in. tbase lime«* cwr oidy ^mH^ 
miradies TOca." --^ 




».• ' . . •' ,%•• ^♦,♦1 



dil4r SPiPg^ ^Jibe «M»lr in "v^bivh fke kept 
iMir b€|i9fy^i«e# s^^r, bv spots trfjdlyi hw 
yiih o£ ti^ momofMniBay mnAiciutB^ and 
Yr^qbiBeryadrhf fii^iivihoilt, Ma Mrt of stoce^ 
^AMHttsllft in^gM 'VNib ami .g»tIipott». tiU| 
%»9i. ji^$:i^;.#iiKf^lfW0W well tanked b|P 
a ti^pl^^r^iK a£ Mttibra^a^Kl jarab wWdbahd 
was under the neceamty of iSuqiadiig) die 
.bi^iPIgh^ ciariigd biMi if tt M8aow,fmtk^ piece 
^ Imkli^ tim^rlMmr U^^Pf / its ^miitttU 
aeenifi}? to lie wjiilt^n pap^ii^/ tlmii^ dia^ 
order iQ|athia^uncaffiim»Becrabnfe. But 
filW ^M||0|i# tbete Jetme isrei^t; ao did 

GOinpaui(m 19 hxl ^a^Ker :vaiideruigs^. aiuL 
.ilFbieb bp {had ^isen^ to bb^daugbter. when 
tMM^iie <i^vhi» asm hftd «KMipeItei htm to 
QSf enj^ ^ ft laiHW pciat^ Thts^ she gave 
to Butlert who bad fatea >la!iQltiag: at bea 
4|M>ti098' ¥{ith fame^Mpsbe^raod desired 
bifii to s€ie what that: book oMidi do fbs 
tarn* He 9f»ened the rcteps^ and to faia 
afi^o&i^DMsiit a parcel of £i» .ba«k^otes 

. 4 



f ift . TALES dF. m LAN01>OIID» 

dropped oot from betwixt the leavte, wli6ie 
they bad been separately lodged^ and 4nk^ 
tered upon the fdotl «< I didna .lifiok ff)» 
hae tiHild you o' my wealth, Reiiben,'' foSi 
hk wife» sniiMiig at hisr surprise, ^ t^ otf 
my> deatfb-bed^ or isaybe on s6m^ MaSky 
pinch } but it wadi be bettei* i$&A out on yes 
bbany ^rass^bolmSi t^m lyin^ useless ller<^ 
in this auld piggl'* ^ ^ ^ 

«« lioidir M isiuili enne ye by thaft aiBcir^ 
Jeanie ?«J^W hy> here Us more* thitn a ^iSibti^ 
sand poundi'^^d Bfttler, liWbg'iij^iMI 
counting the notes. 

^ If it were t«n tftoifeand, ifa a' tt&niUI&f 
ctave by/' said Jeaiiie } •*< and <rbUi«('lBeii^ 
na: how mnckle there is o% but iifls aMbKW 
litat ever I got^^iAnd as for hbw I 'HtMe by 
kf Reuben^f s wed cMie by, ^«nd hmitti/'* 
ly,. as I said befbreu^ And iffs niiu#4blMfk 80^^ 
cret than miiie^ or ye wMi liae kenned i^ikm^ 
it lang syn«:; and as for ooy tbiig^ eise}^ 
am not ftee to answer miir ipientions'^blMit* 
it, lind ye maim jfusk a^ me nanie.^ 

f" Anmwr »• but one^ tM Butlnr. «*^ 



it tH freely aad itidisputaUy yt&t Mm 
property, to dispose of it m you tbink fitf 
•^4s:it possttiie ao 9Qe has ft ^Utiin in so 
krge -a sum except yon; 9^' 

<< It wM mine, fne to Ahpwtt (tf it ss I 
like,"" aoswered Jeanie ; ^< and I have dis- 
posed ef'it aireadyt for now it is yours^ 
Reutveii«*-¥ou are SiMe Baiter iiow» as 
iveel as- your forbeari that my pair father 
had- »e ao ill will at« Only If ye like,' I 
wad wish Fraiie to get a gude share o't 
when we ar^i gane.^ 

<* Certainly, it shall be as you chuse^ 
Bist 3adi04»' earth ever pitched on such a 
hidmg-place for temporal treasures ?^ 

*^ That is jmb ane- c^ my auld-fasMoned 
gates, aayou cA'<tliem, Reuben. I thonghi 
if Donacha Dim was to make an outbreak 
up6n us, the Bible was the last thing^ in 
Ait house be wad meddle wi^— 4>ut an' ony 
aair siileir dioiild drap in, as it » not un^i 
IBEely, I shall e^en pay it ower to you^ tad. 
ye ii^y lay it out your ain way.* 

^ And 1 po^tively must not ask you 
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how you have tome by aU thi» moiley 9^ 
«aid the clergynm. 

r ** indeed, Reuben, you^ must not ; ibr if 
you were asking^me very sair I wad nmy b« 
telji yoU) and thra I am sure I would do 
.wrpBg.** ^ I .'■'■• ' ' 

<< Bat tetl me," said Butlca', -^^ is it? nj 
thii^'that distlesses your own mind f 

<< 1 hm*6 is biutb w^al and woe cosi^ aye 
wi'. warld's gear, Beuban ;:bat ye maM ask 
me Baething mair-^TlHs siller. I^iodiimte to 
naething, and can never be speeied toi^ 
again/* . ; . 

^ Surely," said Mr Butler, wfaen he had 
again counted oyer the money/ aa if t£i 
assure himself that, the notea werei' real, 
f* there was* never man in the world had a 
wife itke mine^a jessing aeems'to folldw 
her/' ^ 

f« Never/' isaid Jtwie; *^ sitice the esu 
chanted princess in the |)airn&' fairy tisl^ 
that kamed gold nohles out 0' the tae aidt 
of her haffit lopbs, and D^toh di^raottto' 
the tof^es., ^ut:gKng away now* miliirter^. 
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m^ jlPfit \i^ th^ ^iUer^ and diaoa ke^ thg 
notes wampisbiag in jfpu^. bapd |hftt gate^ 
9T I will wisb.tjaeo). in the< browa pigg 
ag^ji^ for fep we.get a black cast about 
theiBrrweViS, wivpr ne^r ^ ,bills> ii tbese 
times to be thqught to hae ,siU^£ io the 
l^wtM ..Ar^ besjd^, j:e ,iiuma gree wi* 
JKof}c|L<j[updfif,. tbatbas.tbs. selling q* the 

h^^f P^' ^9P^ y^^ be ^simple ani lel^ 
})jiO, ken p' th^ winclfa'^ bvtt.keep bim to 

t^e yprjr, Ip wfl^t- I^P»y» «R if Jfp k^d tp box* 
low dUer to ipake the price up«" 

In the last admonition Jeanie showed 
iHstinctljr^ that» a^Iiougfa she did not un- 
derstand how to secure the money whicb 
came into her hands^ otherwise than by 
saving and hoacdUig it, yet she^had some- 
p»t of ker father David^ shrewd ness> even 
upon worldly subjects^ And Reuben But- 
ter, was a prudent man, and went and did 
even as his wife had advised him* 

The news quickly went abroad into the- 
parish that the minister had bought Craigf 
sture ;, and some wished him joy, and some 






thtM t» in cAHMttidi. 



*< were sony it had gane but of tntf ixHl^ 
name." However, his clerical brethren utf- 
derstanding that he was under the nedessf- 
ty of gohig to Edinburgh about the en<- 
suing Whitsunday, to get together David 
»««rt c»h w mM up the pu.chi«.i,o. 
ney of his new acquisition, took the bppdr- 
tunity to name him their delegate to the 
General Assembly, or Convocation of th^ 
Scottish Church, which takes place utuillly 
In the latter end of the motf tfa of Mky. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

^But wbo is thift? wbattfaingofMaorlaoch-^ 
Fanale of sex it seems-* 
That so bededcM, omate, aad gay; 
Cones tlii fiB^ ttflios ? 



« • • 



« « 



Not loDg after the iqoideot of the Bible, 
^d the bank-notes, Fortupe showed tiiat 
she could surprise^ Mrs Butler 119 well as 
her )iu^bap4* 1*bf| mini^^r, iin ord^r to 
accocippj^h. ^ varipus' pieces ot husi]]ess| 
which '^is unwonted yisit to Ediipbur^h r.en-, 
^C^d necepsi^ry> had been under t{>eneces« 
sity, of settifi^ x)pt from home in tii^^ latter 
t^dqt thet mont^.pf; Feb|;u^ry, cpnciudiyg, 
justly^^that^e W0ci(14 fiod tbe spacQ bet^yji^t 
hi;5 departure andr the 1;erm of Whitsuriday. 
(a4th Ma)«) sl^oxt; eipeough tor tii^ purpHiM* 
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of bringing forward those various debtors 
of old David Beans, out of whose purses a 
eonnderable part of the price of bis new 
purchase was to be made good. 

Jeanie was thus in the unwonted situs- 
tion of inhabiting a looely house, and she 
felt yet more solitary from the death of the 
good old man, who used to divide her cares 
with her husband. Her children were her 

\ 

principal resource^ and to tbem- A^ pai4 
constant attention. 

It happened, a day or two after Butler's 
departure, that, while ihe was eng^aged in 
some domestic duties^ she heard a dispute 
among the young folks, which, being maiti- 
tained with obstinacy, ap jpbared to call fbt 
her interfereiice. AH 6ame to their nato- 
rid umpire with their (Jomplairits'* ^ Femfe,' 
not yet ten years old, chained Davie and' 
Reubie with an attempt to take away her 
book by force ; and J^Anh and' fiteubeii' 
repheid, the elder, *^ That it 'Was n6t »^ 
book for Femie to read,'' and fteuJbeJ^'* 
^ That It was about a bad woman^"*' ' ' ' ^ 
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^ Where did ye get ihe book, ye lit- 
tle hempie ?"' wd Mrs Butler. ^ How 
dare ye touch {Mipa'a books when he is 

JEkit the littfe ladyt holding fast a sheet 
of cmtti)>led paper, declisued, ** It was nane 
o' papa's books, and May. Hettly had ta» 
ken it tiff the inudkie cheese which came 
from In verara ;" for, as was very natural 
to suippose^ a friendly intercourse, with in- 
tearchange of cautaal civilities, was kept 
up fircnn tittie to time between Mrs Dolly 
Dutton, now Mrs MacC!orkindale» and her 
former friends. 

Jeanie took the sul^ect of contention 
out of th^j9Ut(d's hand, to satisfy herself of 
thc( .proprie^ of )ier studies.; but how mucb 
was she struck when she; read npon the 
title of the broadside ftbeet, ^ The Last 
fi^peeeh. Confession, and Dying Words cf 
Margaret J^acCraw, or Murdockspo, ex.. 
ecuted'pQ Harabee*hiU, nearCastisle, tbe 

— day of r 1737." It waS, indeed, one 

of those papers whicb Archibald bad bought . 



■ * 

at Loi^gtowiH wktxi he mooppoKeed the 
pedlar'tsr stocky whidi DoUy hai$ thmit into 
hrrjbrunk out e£ i&eer vffe^nbaisr. Qnfefir^ 
two copiies, it seenas, had remained in liei^* 
iiepositaries at Invisitara^ ttti Ae chanoed^to 
need them in' paeking \ St chp^n^ whieh^- as 
a very superior productims viM'Sent^ Htr (foe* 
Wiyof civil chsdteage, tortile dairy at Knock- 
tarlitie. 

^ The title of thk^paper, so strangely ftlieu 
ioto the veiy hande fbom* which, in weK* 
mtem respect to^hcirfteKngs, it had bete' 
so long, detained, ^nnaa of itself suflki^fiiljr 
startling } but the narrative itself was so in« 
terestingt thab Jeooif^ shaking herself loose 
ftoin tiiecbiidtent t^ up stiurs-to her ^wn^j 
apactmeat» and ^bolted the -dOot» to ft) 
it without ihtoTuptioa/ 

The narrative, which appeared' to 
been duawn upj or at least correbt^, 
thejclei^man: who attended thk 
ymaci^vif stated the orime' for which ihe 
feredrtohave been >^ her active paMwthi 
atniiuoiAs lobberjr and murdo^ 
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near two years since near Haltwhistlei for 
which tbe notorious Frank Levitt was com- 
mitted for trial at Lancaster assizes. It was 
supposed the evidence of the accomplice^ 
Thomas Tuck', commonly called Tyburn 
Tom, upon which the woman had been con. 
victed, would wdigh equally heavy against 
hrim i although many were inclined to think 
it was Tuck himself who had struck the fa- 
tal blow, according to the dying statement 
of Meg Murdockson*** 
' After a circumstantial account of the 
crime for which she suffered, there was a 
Iprkf sketch of Margaret's life. It was 
statefd, that she was a Scotchwoman by 
birth, and married a SQldier in the C&me* 
rmiian regiment-**that she long followed 
the camp, and had doubdess acquired in 
fields of battle, and similar scenes, that fero- 
city and love ofplnndef for which she had 
been afterwards^ distiiiguished^^that her 
fatisbahd, haviti^i obtained Ms disch^fge, 
becamie* servant to a beneficed dergyiftan 
of high situation and character In Lincoln. 

VOL. IV. M 
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shite, and that she acquired the confidence 
and esteem of that honourable faoiily. She 
had lost this many years after her hus- 
band's death, it was stated, in eOnsequence 
of conniving at the irregularities of her 
daughter with the heir of the fraaily, added 
to the suspicious circumstances atte&duig 
the birth of a child, which was strcmgly 
suspected to have met with foul play^ in or- 
der to preserve, if possible, the girl's repu- 
tation. After this, she. had led a wandering 
life both in Ei^lbnd and Scotland, under 
colour sometimes of teHing fortunes, some» 
times of driving a trade ha smuggled wareay 
but, in fact, receiving stolen goods, and oc« 
casionally aatively. joinitig in the exploita 
tiy which they were obtained* Many c€ 
her crim^ she had boaslted of after convic* 
tion, and there was one ckcumstance fin? 
^bich she seemed to feel a mature of j^ 
and occasional compuncUu^. Wfaemabe 
was residing ilk the suburbs o£ E(|lnbu^gh. 
during the preceding dimmer,, a giri^ wlw' 
hM been .^eavced by one of hot coidkdQ*^ 

« 
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rates, was entrusted to her charge, and in 
her house delivered of a male infant. Her 
daughter, whose mind was in a state of (le- 
ratigement ever since she had lost her ow^a 

9 

child, according to the criminal's account, 
carried off the poor girl's infant, taking it 
for her own, of the reality of whose death 
she at times could not be persuaded. 

Margaret Murdockson stated, that she, 
for some time, believed her daughter had 
actually destroyed the infant in her mad fits, 
and that she gave the father to understand 
so, but afterwards learned that a female 
stroller had got it from her. She showed 
some compunction at having separated mo- 
ther and child, especially as the mother had 
nearly suffered death, being condemned, oh 
the Scotch law, for the supposed murther 
of her infant. When it was asked what 
possible interest she could have had in ex- 
posing the unfortunate girl to suffer for a 
crime she had not committed, she asked, 
if they thought she was going to put her 
own daughter into trouble to save another ? 
she did not know what the Scotch law woald 
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bave done to her for carrying the child away. 
This answer was by no means satisfactory 
to the clergyman, and he discovered, by. 
close examination, that she had a deep and 
revengeful hatred against the young person 
whom she had thus injured. But the paper 
intimated, that, whatever besides she had 
communicated upon this subject, was con- 
fided by her in private to the worthy and 
reverend Arch-Deacon who had bestowed 
such particular pains in affording her spiri- 
tual assistance. The broadside went on to 
intimate, that after her execution, of which 
the particulars were given, her daughter^ 
the insane person mentioned more than 
once, and who was generally known by the 
name of Madge Wildfire, had been very ill 
used by the populace, under the belief that 
she was a scrceress, and an accomplice in 
her mother's crimes, and had been with dif- 
ficulty rescued by the prompt interference 
of the police. 

Such (for we omit moral reflections, ^nd 
all that may seem unnecessary totheie^pla- 
nation of our story,) was the tenor of the 
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broadside. To Mrs Butler it contained in- 
telligence of the highest importance, since 
it seemed to afford the most unequivocal 
proof crf*hersister^s innocence respecting the 
crime for which she had so nearl j suffered. 
It is true, neither she nor her husband, nor 
even her father, had ever believed her ca- 
pable of touching her infant with an unkind 
hand when in possession of her reason ; but 
tHere was a darkness on the subject, and 
what might Have happened in a moment of 
insanity was dreadful to think upon. Be- 
sides, whatever was their own conviction, 
they had no means of establishing £^e*8 
innocence to the world, which, according 
to the tenor of this fugitive publication, 
was n6W at length eoinpletely manifested 
by the dying confession of the person chiefly 
interested in concealing it 
' After thanking God for a discovery S9 
dear to her feelings, Mrs Butler began to 
consider what use she should make of it. 
To have shown it to her husband would 
have been her first impulscg^ but, bes^es 



that he was absent from h^oae, and t}i0 
matter too delicate to be the sub|)ect ol 
correspondence by an in^ifierent pejiwo^ 
man, Mrs Butler recollected that hie wiui 
not poaaessed of the inforinatiaiL necessmyf 
to form a judgment upon the Qcoaaioily and 
that, adhering to the rule which she. bad 
considered as most advisable, she bad best 
transmit the uifprmation immediately to her 
sister, and leave her to adjust with hei; 
husband the mode in which' they should 
av£^il themselves, of it« Accordingly she 
dispatched a spepial m^essenger to 61a3r 
gow, with a packjBt, inclosipg the Copfest 
«ipn of Margatet MurdocksoUp. %ddres«iedt 
ajs usual, under cover, to Mr Wfaiteroae of 
Tork. iShe expected, with 2ni:Ct>V5a an^ 
awer, but none arrived m the usual course 
of post, and she was left to imagine how 
many various causes might account for 
Lady Staunton's silence. Slie begaci' to be 
half sorry that she had parted with tbe 
printed paper, both for fear of its having 
fidlen into bad hands, md from the desire 
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of r^aining tiie dociimeiit) wfaScb might 
be essential to estabtith her sister's inno- 
cence. She was even doubtmg whether 
she bad not better oommit the. whole mat- 
ter to her husband's conwieratton, when 
other incidents occurred to divert her pur- 
po8e« 

Jeame (she: is a favourite, and we beg 
her pardon for still nsitkg the famiHar title) 
had walked down to the sea-side with her 
cbttdren one morning after breakfast, when 
t£e boys, whose^ sight ¥^s more di^crimi- 
natkig than her% exclaiine4 that '^ the 
Captaitt^s coach and six was coming right 
fbr the shore, wilii ladies in it»" Jeanie i^ 
i^nctively bent her eyes on the approach* 
(ing boat, aod became soon sensible that 
there were two females in the stem, seated 
^beside the gracious Duncan, who acted as 
ptlot* It was a point of polii^nefia to^ waljk 
towaiKls the kiiding-placey in ofder to* r^-^ 
oeive then^^ e8|>ecialiy as ^e saw that; the 
Captain of Knockdumler was upon ho- 
nour asd ceremony. His piper was ia^ the 
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bow of the boat, sending forth' musie, of 
which mie half sounded the better thai 
the other was drowned by the waves and 
the breeze. Moreover, he himself bad bis 
Mgadier wig newly frizzed, his bonnet (he 
bad abjured the cocked hat) decorated with 
Saint George's red cross, his uniform mount- 
ed' as a captain of militia, the I>ttke*6 flag 
with the boarV head dispkyed-^all intima* 
ted parade and gala. 

As Mrs Butler approached the landing- 
place, she observed the Captain hand tikfe 
ladies ashore with marks of grekt atten- 
tion, and the party advanced towards her, 
the Captain a few steps before the two la- 
dies, (^whom the taller and elder leaif^ on 
the shoulder of the other, who sfeemied ti> 
be an attendant or servant. • 

As they met, Duncan, in his best, most 
important, and deepest tone of Highland 
civility, " pegged leave to introduce to Mrs 
Putler, Lady— eh — eh— I hae forgotten 
your leddyship's name.** 

<« Never mind my name, sir,'^ said the 
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Iftdy ; ^* I trast Mrs Butler w9l be at no 
loss. The Duke's letter"— —And, as ske 
ebserved Mrs Butler look ccmfused, she 
said again to Duncan, something sharply, 
*^ Did you not send the letter last nigb^ 

sir?' 

«< In troth and I didna^ and I crave your 
leddysfaip^s pardon ; but you see, matam^ 
I thought it would do as weel to-tay, pe^ 
cause Mrs Futler is nev£i; taen out o* sorts 
•—never — and the coach was out fishing^*««» 
and the gig was gaen to Greetiock for a cag 
of prandy-^nd-p— Put here's his Grace's 

tetter/' 

^ ^ Give it me, sir^' said the lady, taking it 
out of his hand ; '« mnce you have not fgmd 
it convenient to do me the &vour to send 
it before me, I will deliver it myself." 

Mrs Butler looked with great attention, 
and a certain dubious feeling of deep inte^ 
r^t on the lady, who thus expressed her- 
s^ with authority over the man of autho^ 
rity, and to whose mandates he sdemed ta 
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mbitiity tesigntng the letter wkh a^ ^* Just 
tf your leddygbip is pleased to order it/^ 

The lady was rather above th^ middle 
si2e» beautiftdiy made, though something 
fn htmp^mtf with a hand and arm exqui- 
sitely formed. Her manner was easy, dig* 
nifiedy and commanding, and seemed to 
evince high birth and the habits of elevated 
society. She wore a travelling dressy—a 
gny beaver hat, and a veil of Flanders 
lace. Two footmen, in rich Uvertes, wiio 
gat out of the barge, and lifted otit a trunk 
and portitnaiiteau, appaaced to belong to 
her suite. 

^« As. yon did not receive tieie letter, ma- 
dam, which should have served for my in* 
tnMfaiDtion«-*idr I presume you are Mrs 
Butler«-«I will not present it to you till you 
tf e so good as to admit me into your house 
without if 

. «« To pe sure, matam,^ said Kaockdttn- 
der^ ^* ye canna doubt Mrs Putler wiU do 
tbat-^Mrs Futler, this is Lady^^Lacly-*-* 
these tamnM Souihern names rin out o' 



Tia HEAiaT OF MID^LOTiUAK* S75 

my bead like a stene trowliog down htll-*-- 
put I betieve she is a Scottish woman porn 
«^tbe mair our credit--*and I presume her 
iedd^sbip is of the house of ■ " 

*^ The Poke of Argyle knows my family 
very well» sir^" said the lady» in a tone 
whkih seemed designed to silence Dujican, 
Gdr» at any ratet wkich had that e&et ccmqu- 
pletely« 

There was something about the whole of 
tlus strai^pex'a addiiesa, .lu^ tone and soaii* 
iier> whidi aeted open Jeanie!s feelings like 
the iliu^oma of a dream, that tea^e us 
with a puzzling approach to reality. Some* 
thftng liiere was i»f her sifter in the gait and 
manner of the stranger, as well as in the 
floimd of her voices ,and something also, 
when, lifting her veili she shewed features, 
to which, changed as they were in expres- 
sion and complexion, she could not but at* 
tach many remembrances* 
. The stranger was turned of thirty certain-^ 
ly } but so well were her personal charms as* 
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fttsted by the power of dressy and arraDge- 
ment of ornameiit, that a^e might well haver 
passed for one-aodtwenty. And her beha^ 
viour was so steady and so composed, tiiat 
as often as Mrs Butler perceived anew some 
point of Resemblance to her unfortuaate 
sister, so often the sustained setf^eomnmiid 
and absolute composure of the strangei^d^^* 
stroyed the ideas which began to arise io 
her imagination. She led the wBy sileiltly 
towards the Man$e» lost io a coiofiisioQ of 
rejections, and tmslmg the letter wttb 
whick she was to be there entrusted, would 
aiS»rd Iier sattsfitctory explanation of wltat 
was amostpu^lingand embarrassing sc^oe* 

The lady maintained io the merawbito 
the manners of a stranger of rank. She 
admired the various points c^ view like one 
who has studied naturei and the best repm* 
sentations of art» At. length she tookno^ 
tice of the children. 

'^ These are two fine young QKmQtaineer&\ 
— Tour's, madam, I pi^esome ?'' 
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Jeanie replied iir the aflfomative. The 
stranger sighed^ and sighed once more as 
they were presented to her by name. 

^ Come here, Femie,'' said Mrs Butler, 
^ and hold your head up*'^ 

*^ What is your daughter's nam^ ma- 
dam f* said the lady. 

*^ Euphemia, madam," answered Mrs 
Butler. 

^ I thought the ordinary Scottish con« 
traction of the name had been Effie,'' re« 
plied the stronger in a tone which went to 
Je&tme^s heart; for in thsN; single word 
there was more of her siater— more of knig 
9yne ideas-«-than in all the reminiscences 
which her own hei^t had anticit)ated^ or 
th6 Ifeatures and maones of th^ stranger 
had suggested. 

When they reached- the Manse, the lady 
gaire Mrs Bntier the letter which she had 
taken out of the bands of Knockdunder ; 
and ad she gave it she [M'essed her band, 
adding aloud, *^ Perhaps, madam, you will 
have the goodness to get me a little millu'^ 
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^ And mt & (kap pC the gr^y-{»eard» if 
jfsoa pleaae, Mrs Putlet>" added Dupcao* 

Mrs Butler mihAr^em^ but d^fMiting tp 
Afay Hettlcy aad lo Datid^ tbe «up^y. of 
the strangers' wautoi s&e baM^BQd; into h&t 
€mn jmum to cead the lett^Vr The /emre- 
lope was addressed in tbfe Duke of AtgyW^ 
fcaik], ami requeisted Mrs Butler's atten* 
lions and civility to a lady of rank/a- parta' 
cular friwd of bis late broihefs Lady Staun- 
tt»n of Wiliii^ham, who being roooemi^ftd* 
6d to driaik goats' whey by the phy$icftaas| 
was to honour tfie Lodge, at Sros^e^^ath 
Vfkh her residence) ^xbjJe bev husband 
imrde a short tour in SootlaodK Bvt with* 
in the same oover^ wbioh bad becw :^ven 
to Lady jitauoaton unsealed^ waa a letter 
from that lady, iptended to prefiara bar 
iuster for meeting her» and which» bat for 
tbe Captain's Regligence, she ought to bay« 
received on the preceding.. eveQiogt: . It 
stated that the news in Jeaate'a last. letter 
had -been so* interesting . to her husband^ 
that he was 4deleroiiBed lo enquire &rther 
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into the coofesston made at Carlisle, and 
die feAt (^ that poor iDDoeetit, and that as 
he had been to sooiedegree success&I,she 
bad by the moat earnest entreaties extorted 
rather than obtained his permissioa, under 
promise of observing the mort strict incogs 
nito» to spend a week or two with her sis^ 
ter, or in her neighbourhood, while he was 
prosecuting researches, to which (tfaoogfa it 
appeared to her very vainly) he seemed to 
attadi some hopes of success* 

There was a postscript, desirii^ tl»t 
Jeanie would trust to Lady 8. the mana^- 
ment of their intercourse, and be cont^it 
with assenting to what she should propose. 
After reading and again reading the letter, 
Mrs Butler hurried down stairs, divided 
betwixt the fear of betraying her secret, 
and the desire to throw herself upon her 
sister's neck. Efiie received her with a 
glance at once affectioDate and trautipnary, 
and immediately proceeded to speak. 

^« 1 have. been telling Mr , Captain 

'^ this gentleman, Mrs Butler, that if 



I 
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you coilld accommodate me with an apart* 
meat in your house, and a place for Eltis 
to sleept and for the two men, it wonkl suit 
me better than the Lodge, which his Grace 
has so kindly placed at my disposal. ^ I am 
advised I should reside as near where the 
goats feed as posstUe.'' 

<* I. have peen assuring my Lady, Mrs 
Putler/ V said Duncan, ^< that though it 
could not discommode you to receive any 
of his Grace's visitors or mine, yet the had 
jDMOch petter stay at the Lodge ; imd fbr 
the gaits, the creatm^es can he fetched 
tii«e, in respect it is mair fitting they said 
wait upon her Leddyskip, thim she upcm 
the like of thtm" < . 

^ By no means derange the goats for 
me/' said Lady Staunton ; <^ i am certain 
the milk must be much better here." And 
this she said with languid negligence^ as 
one whose slightest intimation of. humour 
is to bear down all argument. • « 

Mm Buller hastened to intimate, that her 
house, $uch as it was, was heartily at the 



di^rp^osal of Lady Staanton ; but the Cap- 
tain continued to remonstnite. 

» The Dake,'' he siid, ^ had wiitteB*^*^ 
<< I will settle aH that with his Once''— 
<* And there weie the things bad been 
sent down frae Ofaisco'*— « 

*< 'Any ifaing necessary might be sent 
wer te the Farsonage-She wwiW beg the 
fsiTonr of Mm Butler to shew her an apart- 
ment,' and of the Captain to have her 
t/tmks^:&6. sentcnrer from Roseneath/' 
. 'So she curried etf poor Duaean, who 
departed, spying in his secret aouly *^ Cot 
tamn her English impudence !^-Hrfie takes 
posliiession of the minister's house as an it 
were her ain — and speaks to dientlemens 
as if they wetie poutiden senrants, an . pe 
tamn^d to her \ — ^And there's the deer that 
was shot too-*-»but we will send it ower to 
the Manse, wfailk will pe put civi}, s^ing 
I hae pj'olj^ht worthy Mrs Putler sic a 
fliskmahoy** — And with these kkd inten* 
tUHis, he went to the shore to give his or*^ 
ders accordingly. 



. Ib tbe mmi)ttme» the meeting of the nis* 
ters was as affcetsooflte tA it was estnordi^ 
fiaiy» and each -evinced her fedkigs in the 
way proptf to her character. Jeanie was 
aonuch Dvefocme by w<HMief» and ct^i by 
awe» that her feelings were deep* stnbnjfl^ 
aadi abnost ioverpowering. ESEie, ^ the 
mdier handy wiefit^ lai^^lwdt anUbedi lereatt- 
ed» and clapped her hands for joy, all-in the 
^ace of fivjB minntes, giving way at once^ 
and without reserve, to a natund excesaive- 
urivacity of temper* whkh nm one, bowever, 
knew better how to restraiit under the rules 
iof artifieiaL breeding* 

. After an hour had passed lUte a moment 
an thw espressioM of mutual itfection, 
Lady Staunton observed the Captain watkf- 
ing with impatient steps beldw the window. 
H. That, tiresome Highland iool has retttr»- 
nd upon our bands/' she said» ^^ I wiH 
pray him to grace t» with bis absence." ; 
•.: <« Hout no! hout no !" said Mrs ButM^ 
in a tone of entreaty ; ^^ ye maomi affisoot 
the Captain." . > 
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'< Afllont P' n^ Lsdy Stamtoo ; '* no* 
b0dy is ev«r afionted at what I do or say^ 
my d«ar« However, I aball efidnre bkn^ 
ance you thiak it piopw/' 

The C^tain wa» aceofi^Dgly g$Bcioxuky 
requeated by Lady Staunton to remain 
dtiriag disaar. Dnriog tbia Tisit bis stu- 
^mia aod puactiliota compiaasaQee towafda 
the lady of rank wm happily x^oiitraated by 
^e cavalier air of civil fiuniliarity in wiuch 
be indulged towards the miuister's wife. 

^' I have not been able to perauade Mrs 
Sutler/' said Lady Stminton to the CaptaiOt 
during the interval when Jeanie had left 
the parlour, *^ to let me taik of mining any 
r<ecompenee for stormiQg her bcMne, and 
garriscsisg k in the way I hav« done." 

*« Doubtleas, matimi," said the Captaiiif 
^ it wad ill pecome Mrs Ritler^ wha is a 
very decent pody, to make any suc^ sharge 
to a lady who comes from my bou8e» &P 
htsGrace'Sy which is the same tbing.--«And, 
speaking of gaorrisonst in the year f<Mty« 



fivet I was poofc with a garrison of twenty 
of my lad& in tiie house of Inver-Garry^ 
whilk had near been unhappily for"-^ 

** I beg your parcios, sir — ^But I wish I 
oQuld thifik of some way of inderonifyiiig 
this good lady.'' 

^* 0» no need of intemnifying fit all— ^o 
tcouUe for ber« nothing at all-~8o, peing in 
the.hoisseof Inver^Garry, and the p€0{^ 
about it being uocanDy, I doubted the 
warst) and"— 

\ <'.Do you happen to kuow, sir," said 
liddy Staunton, <* if aofiy of these two ladi^ 

« 

theise young Butlers, I mean, show any 
turn for Uie army ?'* 

" Could Jiot say, indeed, my leddy,** re- 
plied Knockdunder — ^*vSc, I kaow«^ the 
peophe to be unchancy, and not to lippen 
to, and hearing a pibroch in the wood, I 
p^an to pid my lads look to their flmts, 
aod then*'— - 

, « Foi^^' scud Lady Staunton, witli the 
most ruljitesf disregard to the nanrative 
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which she mangled by these interruptionsy: 
^« if that should be the case, it should cost 
Sir Creorge.but the asking a (lair of colours 
for one of them at the War*(^ce, since we 
have always supported governmenty and ne- 
ver had occasion to trouble ministers*" 

" . And if you please, my leddy,** said 
Duncan, who began; to find some savour iii 
this proposal, ** as I hae a braw weei grown 
lad of a nevayj ca^d Duncan MacGilligani 
that is as pig as paith the Futler paims 
putten thegether, Sir 6e<»*ge could ask a 
pair for him at the same time, and it wad 
pe put ae adding for a\" 

Lady Staunton only answered this hint 
with a well-bred stare^ which gave no sort 
of encouragement. 

Jeanie, who now returned, was lost in 
amazement at the wonderful deference be- 
twixt the helpless and despairing girl, whom 
she had seen stretched on a flock*bed in a 
dungeon , ex pectinga violent and disgraceful 
death, and last as a forlorn exile upon the 
midnight boach, with tl;i(e elegant, well-bred. 



beautifiil womsln before hen The features 
ndW that her Isi^ter's veil was laid aside^ did 
not appear so es^remely dififerent, as the 
whole manner, expression, look, and bear- 
ing. In outside show, Lady Staunton seem^ 
ed completely a creature too soft and filir 
for sorrow to have touched ; so much ac- 
customed to have all her whims complied 
with by those aroutid her, that she seemed 
to expect she should even be saved the 
trouble of forming them ; and so totalij^ 
imacquainted with contradiction, that sh* 
did not even use the tone of sdf- will, since 
to breathe a wish was to have it ftilfilledi 
She made no ceremony of ridding herself of 
Duncan so soon as tiie evening approach^ 
ed ; but complimented him out of the house 
tinder pretext of fatigue, with the utmost 
non-chalance. 

• When they were alone, her sister could 
ftothelp expressing her wonder at the sclt 
possession with which Lady Staantoh sus- 
tained her part. ' - 

*^ I dare say you are surprised at it," said . 
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Lady fitountbn^ composedly ; ' <^ for yoU| 
my dear Jeanie, have been; truth itself from 
your cradle apwardi ; iwt y^on imist re« 
nember that I am a liar of ^^en years 
standlBg, and therefore must by Uiis time 
be. used to my character," 

In ikcty during the foverish tumult of feel- 
ings excited during the two or three first 
days, Mrs Butter thought her sister's manner 
was completely contradictory of the des- 
ponding tone which pervaded her corres- 
pMdenc^r Sbe was moved to tearsy indeed» 
}kf the sight of her father's grave, marked by 
a modest stone, recording his piety and inte- 
grity ; but lighter impressions and associa* 
tiods had also power over her. She anmsed 
herself with visiting the dairy, io which she 
bad so long been assistant, and was so near 
discovering herself to May Hettly^ by be« 
trayhig her acquaintance with the celebna^ 
ted receipt for Duniop cbee^^sei that sh^ 
tompared herself to Bedred^in Hassan^ 
whom the vizier, his fatheiviD-law, 'disNcii94 



vered by his su|)terlative skiH in composfifig 
cream-tarts with pepper in them. Bat when 
the novelty of such avocations ceased to 
amuse her, she ^owed to her sister but too 
]dainlyt that the gaudy colotiring with Which 
she veiled her unhappiness afforded as little 
real comfort, 4s the gay uniform of the sdl- 
dier whed it is drawn over his mortal wouiid« 
There were moods and moments, id which 
her despondence seemed to cKceed even 
that which she herself had described in her 
letters, and which too well convinced 'Mrs 
Butler how little her sister^ lot, which in 
appearance was so brilliant, was, in reality,: 
to be envied. 

There w^as. one source, howevert from 
which Lady Staunton derived a pute de- 
gree of pleasure. Gifted in every paftieo- 
lar with a higher degree of knagiQation 
than t)>at of her sister, she was nn sdmi^ 
of thf beauties of nature, a tasl^ewhich com^ 
pensates many evils to those who happm 
to enjoy it. Here her character of a fine 
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'^'^Sqreipft'^ it jSk clc9^, Hud spm^'d M ilka how, 
A9 loud as 8hje had seen the wocrie-cow." 

pn the coipjfcrar}^^ with the two boys for hejjp 
guides^ she undertook long and £|tiguii^ 
W9iks among the neighbouring mountains^ 
visit glens, lakes, water-falls, or what* 
ever scenes of natural wonder or beauty 
lay ppncealed a^oo^ t^ir jecessesi. It is 
Wordsworth^ I think, who, talking of an 
old man under difficulties, remarks* witn 
Angular attention to nature. 



VI 



''i-<«rr*- whether it was Gtfedufctqpunredhu^^ j 
God only knows; hut to the very last^ 
He had the lightest foot in Ennerdale*'* 



. Jn the same manner, languid, listless, 
^nd unhappy, at times even indicating 
something which approached near to con* 

YOUJLY. N 
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tempt of the homdy accotnmodfttioni of 
her sistei^s house^ although she instantly 
endeavoured^ by a thousand kindnesses^ to 
atone for such ebullitions of sf^een, LadV 
Staunton appeared to feel interest and en- 
ergy while in the open air, and amid the 
mountain landscapes, and in society with 
the two boys, whose ears she delighted 
with stories of "what she had seen in other, 
countries, and what she had to show them 
at Willingham Manor. And they, on the, 
other hand, exerted themselves in doing, 
the honours of Ducnbartoashlre to the lady 
who teemed so kind, insomuch thsit there 
was scarce a glen in the neighbouring hills 
to which they did pol^ introduce her. 

Upon one of tnese excursions, while R'eu* 
ben was otherwise engaged, David sdone, 
acted as Lady Staunton s guide,, and pro*. 
mised' to show her a cascade in the hill^ 
grander and higher than any they had y^t 
visited. It was a walk of five long milei^ 
and over rough ground, varied, however, 
und cheered by mountain views, and peeps 



:< 
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trow of the Frith and its islands^ no^l^: 
distant lakes, now of rocks and precipic.^]^. 
The liccne itself, too, when they reached iti 
amply rewarded the labour of the watk. A 
singte shoot carried a considerable stream 
over the face of a black rock, which con-^ 
trasted strongly in colour with the white 
foam of the c^cade, and, zt the depth of 
about twenty feet, another rook intercepted 
the view <^ the bottom of the fall. The 
watier^ wheeling out far beneath, swept 
round the crag, which thus bounded their 
view, and tumbled down the rocky glen 
in a torrent of foam. Those who love 
^nature always desire to penetrate into its 
utmost recesses, and Lady Staunton asked 
David whether there was not some mode of 
gaining a new of t^e abyss at the foot of 
the fail* He said that he knew a station 
(Ma shelf on Hie further side of the inter* 
cepting rock, froth which. the whole Wjiter- 
fall was visible, bat that the road to it was 
steep ^nd slippery and dangerous. Bent, 
however,, on gratifying her curiosity, she 
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deair^d him jto lead th^ way .; and accord*^ 
kgly he did so over crag and stoncy anxir 
pU8ly pointing oiut to ber t^e resting-places 
where she ought to step, for their mode of 
advancing soon ceased to be walking, and 
became sorannbling. 

' In this manner^ clinging like sea-birds 
to the face of the; rock, they w^ enabled 
at length to turn rdwd it, and came full in 
irmt of the fall, which here bad a most tre- 
mendous aspect, boilingi roaring, andthun* 
deriog ^with unceasing dip, into a black 
icauldfcm^ buodredfbet at least below them, 
•which resembled the icrater of a volcana 
The din, the dashing of the waters, which 
^ve an unatci»dy abearance to aUMronnd 
them, the trembling eyen of the huge crqg 
00 which they ^od, the preoariousness of 
their footing, for. thexe nas seance room Sol 
. them to stand on the shelf of rdck whjch 
. they had thus attained, had so powerful aa 
effect on the senses and imagination of 
. Lady Staimtoiif that she called out to Da- 
>id she was falUilgi, ai^ would in fact have 
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diiopped fraiil me crag liad h^ not ctoght 
h^ild of her. ' The , b^j inw bel^ ioci stdiit 
of his age*— still he was but fofiiH;eefi years 
old, and a9 hh assignee gave no coiifiU 
deuce io Lady StttaQton; she felt her silua^ 
tion -bieebme realty pefilotis* lY^e chance 
iffMy iJkat^ in'tl^e ftf^tiing noTelty of the 
drcuoistiinoeS) he might have caught the 
infection of her panic, in which case it is 
likely that bcyth must have perished. She 
DOW screamed with terror, though without 
hope of calling any one to her assistance. 
To her amazement, the screami was aa* 
swered by a whistle from above, of a tone 
so clear and shrilt, that it was heard eveif 
amid the noise of the waterfall. ' ^ 

In this moment of terror and perplexity^ 
ft human face, black, and having grizzled 
hair banging down over the forehead and 
cheeks^ and mixing with moustaches and a 
beard of the same colour, and as much 
matted and tangled, looked down on them 
from a broken part of the rock above. 



• « r* 
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'' It i8 The JBumy !" said the bby, wiio 
had nearly become m<»ipable of.wppmfomg 

. << Nq9 noi,'' she ej:clakDed9 ioaccessible 
to SHpenui|uif4 liervor^ and re«tared to the 
pr^ence of mveA c£ wbkh abe bad been 
dq^ved by the dai^er of her akaatiam 
'< it 18 a BiaB-*-foF God's ai^e^ «iy fii^MJ^ 
^Ipus!'' r 

5 The face glared at them, but made boi 
answer; in a (WG^iid or tWo aftenmtda, aoh 
Qthfff^ that of a joui!^ lad» appeared. b<^nd« 
the first* eqi^y swart and begrimed, but 
having tapgled black hair, de^c^oidMs in 
^ lockfli wbieh gave an air of t?ild4«i0 an^ 
ferocity to the whole e3(presMon of tbe. 
cottUenancetf Xady Staunton irepeated her 
entreaties, clinging to the rqqk wi4.h nuMre 
energy^ as< she .found .that frpm tbe super « 
sjtjiticiua terror of her guide be became in«> 
capabla^'of suppiMtitig her^ •Her. wprd^i 
were pro^bly drowne4 in the roair tol' Uie 
falling stream^ for, tho»i|gh she oNervo4 
the lips of the younger being whom she 
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SttpfiUcated move us he qpdce in Feply» npt 
a woid rwctied ter ear. ' 

A moment afterwards it appeared he had 
not mistaken the tmtme of her aupplica- 
tton, wbicb» indeadt was easjr to be under; 
^ood from, her siUiation and gestures. The 
jnwmger af^'rilion disappeared, and imme** 
i&itely after lowered a ladder of twisted 
•osiers» about eight feet in length, and made 
i^os to David to hold it fast while the 
lady ascended. Despair gives cooivge, and 
£adii^ herself in this fearful predicament^ 
Xady Staiintcm did not he^tate U> rii^ th6 
ascent, by the precarimts means which tliis 
accommodation afiidrded ^ and, earefuUy as^ 
sisted by the person who had thus pravi- 
4ientiaHy come to her aid» she reached the 
.aiia>mit in siafety. She did not^ however^ 
, even look around her until she saw her 

■ 

nephew lightly and* actively follow her e^ 
.i«ip)e> although there was now no one tp 

hoid the ladda? fast. When she saw him 

... ' . ^ 

j^e she looked round*, and. co^ld not 1^1^^ 
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iJhtiddeiing at tltc 'place and company in 
which she found herself. 
* They were on a sort of platjfbrm of rtick, 
kirroiinded on every side by precipices, or 
overhangiiig cliffi, and w^hich it would t^Vl? 
lieen scarce possible for anj^ i'csckrdi^'tb 
have discovered, as it did not' seem tb'{>i 
commanded by any accessible' positii)n. 11 
ifras partly covered by a hugie frag'metit bf 
stone, vtrhi^h, having filfen from ^^e tW& 
above, hkd''bcen interceded by- odifeAIti 
its desccKlt, and' jammed bo as to ierve fbt 
a doping rdof to thef ftinher p^rt • dP ite 
broad shdf or platform on which ihi^y^ftic^, 
A quantify t)f withercfdmoss^intfJfekvtfS^ 
strewed beneath this" rdde anti #retch^ 
*shfelter, shewed the lairs, — ihey could ^tf6t 
he termed the beds,-^of those who dt^l^lt 
in tMs eyrie, for it deserved no other nafittc!« 
Gf these, two ^ete before Lady Seatrhtidfa* 
'One, the same who had afforded ^uefar'tHtidf^ 
iassistance, stood upright before them,' ai'tk3l» 
lathy, young^ salvage ; his dress ^ tkttelMl 



TfiS HKABT OF MlX>>LlKttflAN. S97 



piiid afid phtlabegi no shoes, bo stockings, 
BO bat or bobiiet, the pkoe of the last being 
sopped by his hau^ twitted atid mattedJike 
the gXibe of At ancient wild Irish, aad, 
like theirs, forauBg a naUind tilickset, stcM; 
enou|^ to bear off the cat of a sword. Yc$t 
the eyes of the lad were keen and spark- 
ling ; his gestilre free and noble, IMce that 
of all savages. He took Kttle Botice of Da- 
vid Bttder, but gazed with wonder on Lady 
Staunton, a9 a being different probably in 
dress, and, superior in beauty, to aay dihig 
he had ever beheld. The old man,- v^oii 
fiice they had first seen, remsiitied rettini** 
bent in the satne^ posture a$ when he fa«i 
first looked ^own on them, only his* ^e 
was timed 'towavds them as te Isy^ and 
looked up wiih a lazy afad fistless i^fisyihy, 
iviiich belied the general elpvesston of:hiA 
darJis and rugged features. He seemed 
a vesy tall man; but was sciEU^e better oMi 
dian the younger^ He had on a loose Ldw^ 
land greai; coat^ and ragged' tartan trews a» 
pantaloons; . ii 

n2 
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All uoupd looked singularly wild atti 
UDpropitiou8» Bepoath th^.,brow pf .th^ 
incumbeQt . ropk was. a difire^, ^% oa 
which th^e, was. a>till WiPK.Mpg^ with ^\^ 
lows, pince^rs, hammers^ f japvjg^W.e ^¥il» 
and other smith's tools j jt^r«a gu&|f,jyijtb 
two or three s^s and bfu^relp^- wjsre 4is- 
posed 9g9iQst. the wall of roQk> uiu^r^ shel- 
ter of the, si||>jBnncuinliei|t prag j^ ^. dirl^ 
and two swpr4p, aiid ,^ Jy^cl^^ff .j^f , Itjf 
scattered aroai)j| th§ fire, of w^bi.^h .^ jred 
^bue om a midjr ^Rge 0A>^e i^mm*^^ 
l«am i^d ii|is$ <|f jb^^^C^ ,Jhi5jad» 
whcp he Jbad 8»tia^e4 hij q^f^ wj^ 

llaripg at Lady Sta9nt99* fetc^hed ao enfijua- 
en jar. and a hpr»^«ttp» iptp.«l»jih Jit poin^ 
ed some ^iritfc 9p4?M9i>ltly hcit, ii»fl^ j^ 
StiU, and offecpd. tjbk^ ^^uco^psivdiy p,4kft 
lady and tp the t)Qy« Bot& declined, ami 
the young »y^tS*m^ed of J^e^^rjai(gbl^ 
which Qpiild.9ot ainQvnitto..ie«A^tha0,tlisee 
ordinary gla^s. He xl^fg, ffSi<^hfd.,m^ 
other lafider frofn the cpiy^r pf t^p c^sf§J[§^ 
if it could be termed so^ adjusted ikW^ff^ 



0^e inmsf&tWi r^cfc^ which served a^ a 
totff^ and made signs for the lady to ai^ 
ceod it while he* held it fart below. She 
did so» and found herself on the f6p of a 
broad rock, near the brink of the chasm in- 
to wbidi the brook preeipitirtes itself. She 
coald see the crest of the torrent flu^g loose 
down the rock like the mane of a wild horse, 
but without having any view of the lower 
fkt£orm fk<xm which- she bad ascended; , 
David w^ not su&red to mount so easj- 
}y ; the )ad» from sport or love of mischief, 
shook the ladder a good deal as he ascend- 
edy and seemed to enjoy the terror of young 
Butler, so that, when they had both conie 
up, they looked on- each' other with» no 
jfiiendly ^es« Neither, however^ spoke, 
^e young c^td, mr linker^ or gypsey, with 
a good deal of attention,, assisted Lady 
Staunteo iq^ a ver^ perilous ascentf which 
^she had still to encounter,, and they were 
firflowed by David Butler, untiil all three 
stood clear of the ravine on the mlie of a 
mountain, whose sides were covered widi 
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heather aitd sfaeetA et lck)Se stiThigld lib 
Harrow was the cha»m out cff whidi-ttfey 
ascended, that, unless when thej^' we#ii tm 
the very verge, the eye passed to tSi^ otheir 
side without perceiving the existence of a 
rent so fearful, and nothing was seen ci tftie 
carai^Bt; though its deep hoarse voice wds 
still h^atd. 

Lady Staunton, freed from the daiigtir 
of rock and river, had now a new siiA^t 
of aniiety. Her two guides c(mfiN>Bted 
each other wi& angry countenances ; : Sir 
David, though youttger by two yeart ^ 
least, and much shorter, was a stout, well- 
set, and very bold boy. 

^ You are the black-coat's son of Sifetftik. 
tariide,** said the young caird ; ^* if ycni 
come here again, I'D pitch you down^ the 
linn like a footi-foalL'' 

<< Ay, lAd, ye are very lAidrt tio be aae 
lang," retorted young Bi:ltler undautitetflj^ 
and measuring his opponents fae%ht wi^ 
an undismayed eye ; *' I am thinking yefti . 
are a giilie of Black Donacha ; if you come 



4«Nrfil1>6 glenV Well shbdff you like a wild 
biiek.'^' ' ••' '^' •- ^ ' i' • - • r ••' 

•• YMixmy^ tett jcmt feithet^^ stoid the latd* 
^ lliat the leaf on the timber is the last he 
shatt see-^we ^U hae amends for th0 mis- 
cl»ef he has done to us;"* 

^ I hope ht will live to see mony wirf- 
mersy and do ye muckle mair,^ answered 
David* 

More might have passed, but Lady Staun- 
ton stepped between them with her purse 
in her hand, and, taking out a guinea, dt 
which it contained several, visible through 
the neUmeA^ as well as some silver in the 
opposite end, offered it to the caird. 

« The whitesiller, lady— the white siller,* 
said the young savf^e, to whom the valufe 
of gold was probably unknown. 

Lady Staunton poured what silver she 
had inta his hand, and the juvenile savage 
snatched it greedily, and made a sort of 
iialf ihcHnation of acknowledgment anil 
ladieu. 
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^ Let ps make haste now, laAy Sfcftiift* 
ton," said David, «* for there will be little 
peace* with them; since thfey bae seen your 
purse." 

They hurried on as fait as they could ; 
but they had not descended the hill a. him* 
dred yar^s or two before they beard a ^ hal- 
loo behind them, and looking back,, saw 
both the old man and the young one pur- 
suing them with great speed, the fonaer 
with a gun on his shoulder. Very fortU'- 
nately, at this momeqt a sppi:tsmra, ag^uiijQ- 
keeper of the Duke, who was engaged ip 
stalking deer, appejsred on the face ^ t^ 
hiiL The bandits stopped on seeing hiiq, 

* • • 

«nd Lady Staunton hastened to put herself 
under his protection. He readily gave them 
bis escort home, and it required h^ athletic 
£Nrm and loadedi rifle to |*estore to (he bidy 
her usual confidence and courage^ ' 

Donald listened with much gravity to 
the account of their adv^ture;. aodao* 
swered with great composure to i>avid*at re^ 
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peated ^.q^itries^ n^betfirr he C9uld have 
f^^ecAed trbat the cairds had b«6ii lurking 
there : <'. Indeed, Masyter Tayie, I mighthiie 
bad some guess that they were there, or 
thereabout, tt)pug|] maybe I bad naqe. But 
I am aften on the hill ; and ibey are like 
va^ps— they stapg only them that fashes 
them ^ sae» for my par t^ 1 make a point 
not to see them, unless I were ordered out 
on the prece^^ errand by MacCaliumo^ore 
or Knockdunder, wbilk is a clean different 
-case?" 

They reached the Man^e late } and Lady 
Stauntotn^ who had s^ffefed much both from 
fright and fatigue, neiver sufficed her love 
of the picturesque to carry her so far amoug 
the mountains without a^ stronger escort 
than David, though she acki^owledged be 
had won the stand of cplours by the intre- 
pidity he had displayed, so soon as assured 
he had to do with an earthly antagonist *< I 
couldna, m^ybe, hae made n^uckle o* a bar. 
gain wi' yon lang callant)" 9%id David, when 
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thus complimeBted on hiS' valour ; *' byt 
H^hen yt deal wMhie folk, it's tyiie lieart 
tjn6a' 
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Tbift hatb ia€owtffd^(Uiid,«hRMd'|K>iir Jblotd 
Out of appearance ? 

Henry ^ Fifth. 
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Wk ^re tmdet the ntctt&ity of ref tuHfitig 
to £dinburgh^ Whefe th« General AsscfiS- 
biy was now sitting. It isivelH-knewift, thslt 
tome Scottish noble^iiti i^ usually defiute'd 
as High* Commissioner, to represent thfc 
person' of the King in this c<m Vocation'; 
that he has allowances for the purpose of 
'maintaining a certain outWard shbw and 
Solenmity, and supporting the hospitali^ 
of the representative of Majesty* Whoever 
is distinguished' by rank, or office, in Or 
near' the capital, usually attend the morn-> 
hg levees' of the Lord Commissioner^ and 
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walk with him iii procession to the {dace 
where the AssemUy meets* 

The nobleman who bdd this office clitfh 
ced to be particularly connected with Sk 
George Staunton, and it waa in hia tiaift 
thajt he ventured to tread the High-Stre^ 
oi Edinbui^ f^r tlie first tiase since the fa- 
tal night of Forteou^ exeeciHon* Walkiog 
at the right-hand of the representative iOf 
Sovereignty, covered with lace and embrgi- 
dciry^ smd with all theparapharm^iaol wiipkHk 

jmid rank, the handaeiBie though wasjted ^mm 
of the £i^lish stmnger attracted all -eyi^ 

;Who could have: recci(tiiized in a. form -sp 
aristocratic the plebeian convict* tbat». dm 

;gujsed in the rags of Mad^e Wtldfire» had 
led the foritiidable rioters to their des- 
tined revenge ! There w-as. no possibility 
that this Goifld happeor f>ven if aay of 
bis aniiiept ao^oatntaiices, a .i^ace of mafl 
whose lives ^re ^p brief, bad happened to 

.survive the spai^ commonly allotted to evil 

L4^vfn 3esid^»^ the vl^ole a^uclia^ kmf 
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.fiAsat ade^, with ' the angry passk^ns in 
irblch it origiiliited. Nothing-is more €er« 
tain tham that persons kmmn lo have had 
a share in that formicUtble riot, and to 
hwb ttM fr#i»' Seotland on that Mcottnt, 
had'imde money, abroad, returned to c^ 
j&y it in their native counttyt and lived 
and died undisturbed by the hvr.* The 
.ferbearanqe of the naajB^ifitrate ^as in these 
itmim^^ wiDe^ certainly, and just } * fm 
IJMk good impre^ion could be made ou 
:Mie public ipind by pnnishnieii4» when the 
jnemofy of the offence was obi' 'eratedi and 
all that was remembered was the recf»t iii- 
.^ensive, or perhaps eKemplary conduct of 
|be si^erer ? 

< i ^T George Staunton ; might, therefore, 
Jpead the soene of hie former audacious ex* 
^oftSy-free from the apprehension ^ of the 
]itw» or even, of discovery or suiqpkrton. 
But with what feelii^ts bis heart that ^ay 
lbi:obbed, muet be left to tiipse of the 



,' * » < M ■<» . * 
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'readier to iirii^e^ It "ms m olgfdt -^ 

-t^' tomtMn iniJbrut ^Ueh b«d l^rbii^kt 

*him to ^acouiMei so'mskiijr pfamfd Mniefll- 

(branoesu 

t' In cotiseqti^iiee of Jeftnie'n letter to Lfii^ 

-StaiMtOfi^ lifliiifimittitfg tke coiif08(»^^'be 

^bad vMted'thef towti'df C^yele, aivd iHid 
'feand^'Arehdeacan Fkmitig siMi aUvoy bjr 
whom tJyatf co»fesdoii b»i been received. 
Hik retereiid gemlemany wbofte diarae^ 
irtood defctvedly very^ bigh» he<60 laf«^* 
mitted' itto bi» cefifideace^ as to ovm vfatttf- 
eelf th^ fiither of tbe uiifOTtenafee ii^Mt 
ithidi hiid belto s^Mei Mny by MAd^ 
-WiUfit-^ reprepeiilifig . the intrigtie fts e 
matter of juvenile extravagance 'on Iw owii 
«part5 for Which be V9^^ nam*' mxloa^ to 
'Mone, by tracing, if poB^ifbte; wtochaidflps. ' 
come of the diiki After mmt teoollecitiklli 
-of the eircumaftanees, th6 > cMlgy oMbi ma^ 
able to call to memory, that the* UQhap|}i)r 
W6man had Written a letter ^ to GtMjgfe 
Stacmton^ £sq. younge r , Rect(My» Wffing- 

bam» inr Gtamham% tlwr fie 4i«I^fii«Wiard- 



ed fb to tbe addrfMB tccocdiagly^. ai^ tliat 
itjpad been retumedt with a* note fitmi tftt 
itorereiid Mr;Staiiiltc*, Aecfeorof WiUin^ 
baiiit i^ingt he knew no such person as 
him to whom the- latter .was addressed^ 
As this had happenc^d Jnst at the tirae wfaca 
jG^ocrge had^ for llie hist time, afascoixlod 
^om bis ftftheifs house to canjr off Effie, 
lie was at no hMs to account* ftr the cause 
vf the resentmenty under the inittenee of 
^tch Ins fiither ft^.diflowaed him. TWs 
^wns another instattoe. in- which his mgb- 
«9«f&able temper had occaaioiiod'his mia. 
.^fiMtune ; had he remained at WilUngbam 
but a ftw^days longer, Iv would have ro» 
fsmved Margaret: Muldockson^s . kttmv ip 
^whfch WA9 eatai^ dMcobcid liie pemon 
^ftid baonts of thowoaiaoi; Annaple Bmhont, 
to whom she had parted wilb the inimt. 
tit.appcjared* that Meg .Muidooksmn Jiad 
jbeen induct to make.tUsconfesdon, less 
Heifmt^^ fwyngs'of omtffitiosi, thim-ftom 
^ne dcftir^ ofyobtatntng, through Oeorge 
.i^lii»(«a «t^is Alihei^s.meansi protection 
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aiid8U{>portforlmrdai^hterMadg<i. ll^ 
fetter to George Btaimtoo snid, ^ Thafi 
urUk due iR^riter'^0d,faei' daughter wouM 
have i3feedcJdt:B0Qght' froiir' atij^'body, aifd 
Uiat she wouM iiei^r^have medcHfed iti 
these M^Uj except to pay back tfie ftt 
that George had doflie^t'6^4ier aiid herA' 
But. she was 'to die^ and' her daughter 
ifoald be 4e«itate, and ^itlMdt reMsdh't^ 
^Oide her;. She had'}it«d in thfe'^brM 
long enoi^h to* know that people did'^titf^ 
4iitii^ for imkbing juJLso she had- told Geoi^ 
JgSlattiit«i<^aiU he-could' wi^h to l^dw allMtir 
fais^wean^ in hopes- he i;(fouId i^oti^i^ tfifef 
^emevted y^mg ct^mre he had fuitfbd 
(fctjsh for wani As for' tf^t "tnotiv^ 'fer 

!iiot .trU»g them soi^tfetl she Nid A' hferg 

^oeointt to ' raeison^ "for «4n ' the' next #cM8| 
.a4d4ihe wx>«ld reolfcB-tbf^^^^^ ^* 

: The dergyman said, that ^ Meg fii4d"di(lt 
la Ibe^ same despi^te stAte oUPmittd; il^ftlt 
smnlljr.ieiqnressing sottie re^Tetf'dStbui^Clft'' 
icUid whfekwias Jost, bUt dllerit^r si^r^ 
JiuxL the inotber had tifit beMf h8i^4^ 

S 
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ber Iniod at once a ehms df guilt;- rage; 
•ad apprehension fot bet daughter^: future 
safety ;-*-that instifietilceieeinig of pareDtai 
iHixiety which she had m comoion witil 
the she- wolf and Ikmess, being the last 
i^de of kindly afiectioa that occupied a 
breast equally savage* 

The melancholy catastrophe of Madge 
Wildfire wa^ occasioned by her taking the 
confusion of her oiotber^s execution, aa $£^ 
fording an opportunity of leaving the wqrk^ 
hoose to which the clergyman had sent herj 
and presenting herself to the meb iii theiip 
fiiry, to perish in the way^we have aliready 
seen . When Dr Fleming^fonnd the couTiet^ 
letter ^m returned from Lincolnsbirei» hk 
wrote to a Mend in Edinburgh, to enquire 
into the fate oi the unfortunate girl whose 
child had been stolen, and was inffi^nned 
foyhis correspondent, that she had been par. 
doned, and that, with all her family, she Imd 
t^^ed to aomo distant part of Scotkad^or 
ie^^be kingdom entirely* And &ere the 
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pmttet r0Me4» utttiUy Sit Sir George ^Simuu 
ton^9Aiq[>tiei<ttQH,t)i«!c^gyAan loc]^;;ed oo^ 
ltt)d ;pn>dac«d M)Eir^r$t Murdocl^ re* 
tur&ed ie^ter^ lu^d jtt)e- otfa0r memoranda 
xhich be had kept .coBcernipig the affirm 

fnrfaatever infgbt; be :SSr George Staua^ 
ton's feeb'ngs in rippi9g up tbis miserat^^ 
histot^, and fisteaing to theimgiesfkl fafce of 
tite m^ppy girl whom he had ruinedi he 
had 80 much of his anoient wilfoliie» of 
dispoBitton Wtf as to shut his ey^ pa emrj 
thing, ;«ite the prospect which seen^ti) 
ojpen iteelf of recovering his son. .1^ w«8 
tifue it would' be difficult to produce him, 
Without telling much more of^tbe hkixmf ci 
his birth, and the misi^r^wesirf^Jiis |WM»t8| 
thaq itiwas.prudeofe tOiksil^ Ikai9iro^^» Slut 
let him once be fouod, and* being fanmd, 
let: htm but prove w<Mby' of his ^ittier's 
prjotection, smd mamj wa^ mig^t.b^ ^iVea 
iipon to avmdsuch risk. Sif^^^f^Mmm^ 
tonivas at liberty to adopt him aa faia4iefl^ii 

if he pBeased, without commuiiiiia^iifjtbv 

9 
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seeiist of hisibirth j ^ an act of parliatnent 
Bii^t beobttined, declaring him legitimate^ 
and alUmii^ bim the name and arms of his 
fatfaen He Kms, indeed^ already a legiti* 
mate diild according to the law of Scot* 
UtoAf by the subsieqpieQt marriage of fais pa. 
rents« Wilfiil in every things Sir George's 
sole 4e8ire now was to see tins son,, even 
should . his^ recovery bring with it a new 
series of misfortunes, as dreadful as Uiose 
wUdi fcUowed on his being lost 

But wber« was the youth who might 
eventually be called to the honours and 
estates of this ancient family f On what 
lAath was ihe wandering, and shrouded by 
wfaat tnran disguise f Did he gain his pre- 
carious bread by some petty trade^ by me* 
oial toil, by vioiencei or by tl^ ? These 
were questions on which Sir George^s anxt^^ 
onsinvestigalions' could dl>tain no light. 
Jhfimy remembered (Hat Annaple Bailzou 
wimdered tfirofogh the country as a beggar 
and fwtune*telkr, or spae-wife-^-^ome re* 
membese^ that ^e had been seen with an 

VOL, IV. o 
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infant in 1787 or VfS^^ ))Utfd]^ oldie tthaa^ 
ten years, she had riot travdled thit dh^ 
ttitti and that she had been heard ta sajr 

4 

j^e wi^s going to a disllant part of Scotland,, 
of which country ^db^ urasfa^'initurb ' To; 
SeoUaOd, therefore^ eaaai^^Str GeoitgeStwn^' 
ton, having piurtied with his lady at Glas-r 
gow» and his arrival atEdinbw^ ha^peiu 
ing tQ comcide wilh the sitting ci ithlei^Ck: 
n«ral. Assembly of ibe. ICirfe^ hia .acqusiist«? 
ance with .the nobkmittifM^tiQ^faeld.tbe o& 
fice pf Lotd High Comteiaaf oner fdrced Mm 
miHre into public than sitited either bis viem 
or incliaatiops. 

At the public table of this nobleman^ 
Sir George Staunton waa.placed next t»r«ar 
clergyman of respectable appearance, And 
well-6red9 though plain 4emeanour^ whose 
name he discovered tp be Butler. It JmhI 
been no part of Sirj<jreorg^$ plm to take 
his brother4n*lii!^ into b^ coi^deasc^; ^id 
he bad r^oiced.exce^iitgly iti the. assiiK^ 
rafices he received from bU- wife, tbaH Mm 
Butler, the veiy aonyi^iinti^^ ,9mi .hof 
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tour, hAd never suffered theaccodnt he had 
given of himself at Willingham Rectory to 
trtiispire, even to her husband. But he was 
not fiK»rry to Nrre an opportunity to con- 
veirse with so near a conhectiout withont 
being known to him, smd to^ form a judg*- 
ment of his character and uaderatanding* 
He saw niuoh^ atid heard more, to raise 
B^l^ very high fin his opinion. He found 
he was generally respected by those of fait 
own professidi, as well as by the laity who 
had seats in the Assembly. He bad made 
severai public appearances in the Asseth* 
biyf distinguished by good sense, candour, 
and ability ; and he was followed and ad^- 
mired as a sound, imd, at the samei time^ 
an doquent preaoher. 

This was all very satisfactory to: Sir 
George Staa»toii*s pride* which bad revolt* 
ed at the idea of bis wife'tr sistec being ob» 
scm^y married. He now 4)egan, on thd 
contrary, to thii;k the connectiQii so mudi 
b^4;er ihMi be ejected, tiiat, if it should 
be necessary to acknowledge it, in conse- 
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quence of the recovery of his son, it would 
sound well enough that Lady Staunton had 
a sisteiv who» in the decayed state of tiie 
fiunily,. had married a Scottish clergymai^ 
high ii^ the opinion of his countrymen, and 
a leader in the church. 

It was with these feelings, that, when 
the Ldrd High Commissioner'&l dompany 
broke up^ Sfa: George Staunton, unda? (Hre- 
tence of prolonging some enquiries con* 
ceming the constitution of the Church of 
Scotiatid, requested Butler to go home to 
his lodgings in the Lawn-Miirket, and drinh 
» cup of coffee. Butler agreed to wait nj^ 
on; him^ providing Sir Geoi^e would par* 
mit him^ in passing, to call at ^ firiend% 
house where he resided, and make his* apo* 
Ipgy for not coming to partake her tea» 
Tbey proceeded up the High-Street, ea^- 
teied the Krames, and passed the beggir^g- 
box, placed to remind those at UbtoQf of 
tiie distresses of the poor prisoners* 8^ 
George pauadd there one iniitant, and aect 
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diaj a L.fiO*n<rte was found in that recept- 
acle for public charity. 

When he^ came up to Butler again^ he 
found liim ynth his eyes fixed on the en* 
tiance jof the Tolbooth, and apparently in 
deep :thought« 

- ** That seems a viery strong dodr/* said 
Sir Oeoqge, by way of sajrmg someiihihg.' - 

** It is so, sir/* si^^Butler, turning off 
md beginning to walk forward, << but H 
tnu; tny misfortune at one time to see ^ it 
prove gready too weaik" 
' At this momait, looking at 4ifs i^tfmpai 
nioD, he asked him whether ke 'folt himi 
self iU| and 'Sir George Staunton admitted^,^ 
that "be had been so foolinh as tO' ebt ice^ 
wbidi sometimes disagreed with him. 'With 
kind officiousnessi that would not l>e gaini 
sayed, and ere he could find out where he 
was going, Butler hurried Sir €re6rge ititd 
the #iend*s house, neair to the prison, iti 
which he himself had lived since h% cami 
to town, being indeed no other than* that 
of our old friend Bartfaoline Saddletree,' in 
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which Lady Stiunton had served a ^lort 
noviciate as a nhop^maid. This recoUee* 
tton rushed on her husband's miod, and 
the blush of shame which it excited overw 
powered the sensation of fear which had 
produced his former paleness. Good Mrs 
Saddletree^ however, bustled about to re- 
ceive the rich Esglish^baronet as the fijcnd 
of Mr Butler, and requested an elderly fe- 
male in a black gown to sit stiD, in a way 
which seemed to imply a wish^ that she 
would cleir the way for her betters. In 
the meanwhile, understanding the state 
of the case, she ran to get some cordial 
waters, sov^eign, of course, jn all cases of 
faintishness whatsoever* During her ab- 
sence,, her visitor, the female in black, 
made some progress out of the ro<^m, and 
might have left it altogether, had.shtenot 
stumbled at the > threshold, so near Sir 
George Staunton, that he^ in point of ci? 
vility, raised her and assisted her to. the 
door. 
«* Mrs Porteous is turQed very doi^ 
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noWf pair bodyi** S8td Mrs Saddletree, as 
slie returned with her bottle in lier hand— 
^ She is no sae au}d» but she got a sair 
back-cast wi' the slaughter o* her husband 
*^Ye bad some trouble about that jobj^ 
*Mi^ Butler.«~-I thinks sir," to Sir George, 
•« ye had better drink out the haiil glass, 
-fer to my een ye look waur than when ye 
came i»." 

And indeed he grew as pale as a corpse, 
<>n recollecting- who k was that his arm had 
so lately supported-^the widow whom he 
had so large a share in making such. 
« <^ It is a prescribed job that case of For- 
teous now," said old Saddletree, who was 
confined to his chair by the gout— ^< cleftn 
prescribed and out of date.'^ 

<^ I am iiot clear of that, neighbour," 
said Plumdamus, ^'for I have heard them 
say twenty years should rin, and this is 
but the fifty-ane— Fbrteous's mob was in 
thretty*8even." 

«• Ye'll no teach me law, I think, .ne^h- 
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bour— me that has four gaun ffle^s 4f^ 
might bae had fourteen, ap it badoa he/ffi 
the gudewife. I tell ye if the forempst of tbe 
Porteous-mob were standiDg th§re where 
that gentleman stafii43> th^ King's AdvcK 
cate wadna meddle m' hi(n~it fa's ^nder 
the negative prescription.'* 

<< Haud your din, , carles^" said 1^ S%d- 
dletree, ^* and let the gentleman sit dawn 
and get a dish of tpa.'*, . . . 

But Sir George had had quite eneugji of 
their conversation ; and Butler, at hj^ rOr 
quest,, made an a^pology to Mrs. Saddletr^fd 
and accompanied him tp his lodgioj^^.^' 
Here they found another guest waiting Sir 
iGeorge Staunton's return. This . was no 
other than our. reader's old acquaintance 
Batcliffe. 

This raw had exercised the oflBce Jjf.tofiu ., 
key with so mui:h vigilwupe>^utefi«s% aii4 -^ 
fidelity, that he graduLaliy rosje to be go^ 
vernor, or captain of the Tolbooth. Aq(| 
it is y^ ren:^ember«d in tradition,, that 
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young men, who rather Bought amusing' 
than ^lect society in dieir merry meet^ 
ings, used sometimes to re<]ue8t Itatclifib's 
company, in order that he might regale* 
them with legends of his extraordinary 
feats in the way of robbery and eercape.^ 
But he lived, and died-^ithout re^Aifing 
his original vocation, otherwise thsin iti-hi^ 
narratives over a bottle.: 

Under these circumstances, he^ had been* 
recommended to Sir George Staunton by d 
man of the law in Bditiburgh,: as^a. pierson^ 
Iftely to andwep any questions-il^ 'might 
havre to ask. about AnnapHe BallMU^ wIk)^! 



« 
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* There seems an aiuiduronifm in die huttCHry, of thi3- 
person. ttateliffe> among other OBciapes frcmi. justice^. 
-wm released by. ihe Pdrtaotis-m^ nAnen under s^. 
ttttee^deailL And he ufais^i^^ imAsr tfa^ lame p»tt 
dic^ment whenv ^e« H%h}aadim 'made; a >«b]a41iirrjA4 
deliverv in»174&. He was too siiic^Q awh^ to ,eyn« 
Vrace liberatioiii at ^e hands of the Jacobites^ , and iiij 
reward was made aneLatth'<^' keepers of the ToIbooUbi. 
Soat:Ieastrunsa Gonstasit^trafflUoiL, ' > 
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accordiDg to the colour winch Sir Gre<Hge 
Stauntoo gave to his cause of enquky^ was 
supposed to have stoles a ohfldia.the west 
of England, belonging to a family in which 
he was interested. The. gentleman had not 
fhentioned his nanie» but only his Q&dal 
title ; so that Sir George Staunton^ when 
told that the captain of the Tolbooth was 
waiting for him in his parlour, had no idea 
Qf meeting his -former acquaintance Jem 
gateli^e. , . 

n/STMs, tber^oref wias another new and 
ffkHati unpleasant surprise^ for he had no 
4#£lcult|r in recoHeeting this man's femark* 
able features. The change, however^ from 
George Robertson to Sir George Stann- 
k>q, baflSed even the pemtration of Rat- 
{difiet'and he .bowedvery low to the faatv- 
ae| and his jgMstf hoping Mr Bi^rura^: 
excuse bis recoUecfing that be was an old 
afcqilaints^nce. 

\ «• And once rendered my wife a piece of 
great service,'\said Mr Butler, " for which 
she seqt you a token of grateful ackaow- 
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hii^ineiity which I hope came safe and -was 
wdcome.'* 

"> a doubt mX* said Jlatcli£fe» with 
nod ; ^* but ye are muckle chan- 
ged for the better since I .saw ye, Maiiter 
Butler.'' . 
(> M.Se-muchnOi that. I wonder you knew 



: . ** Aha, then !•— De'il a &ce I see I ever 
Ibrget,'! . said RatcMe*^;:: while Sir George 
Staunton»^ tied to the stake, and incapable 
of escaping^ inter ludiy (aicsed the accuracy 
af:b» mfemoty. ^.And yet, sometimes,*' 
eiwtaiu^d Jftatdiffe, f * the sharpest hand 
wiH' be:.ta'en in« There is a face in this 
^wyi^room, if X tn^t presume to be sae 
bauld, that if I didoa; ken the honourable 
ftecson it i)eiang4i 7t6-^I . might think it 
<hadisaiaa'cast i^f lan auld aetjpjittntance*'' 
l;:.^f X, ibouM not be muoho flattered/' an** 
awered the Baronet sternly, and roused .by 
^e.^k. itt. which he saw himself placed, 
** if it is to me you mean to apply that 
jeomplilaism.-! 
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^^By no manoer of mieans^ sir^'' .said 
Ilatcliffe» bowing very low ; ** I am (eeme 
to receive your bonouif s ' conuaaiidv ^nd 
no to trouble your hoaour iwi^sfiy pomr ob* 
aervation^.''^ j 

•* Well, sir,'' said SSr George, '*f.I;ai* 
UAd y oa understand poiice matt^r&-«*8o "do 
L— To convince you of which, herd aer 
ten guinmis o£ retaining fee-«-I make £bem 
fifiy when you 4»n find tne contain ^satioe 
of a person, living. or. dttd^ ^omL'^iOtt/wifl 
find desQrib^ in that fo/p&j^I Aa^'iexfm 
town .presptit}y*~you may send your <wil)^ 
ten answer to me to the C9t^ of Mr #!i#«i%7' 
(naming his highly respectaUeaigeiit^};^ or 
of his Gorace the Lord High CcimiBissionfH^^ 
Ratcliffe bowed and withdriw^ f^i 

^^ I have angered the proud peot mmfiff^ 
he said to btinself, ^ by findkigjotttia^jiii^* 
ness-Jbut if Gediige Rob€lt4son''a'firtiker bad 
lived within a mile of his mother, d-^-4i m» 
if I should not know what^to thinkV ^t «* 
high as hp canries hk head.** 

When he was left alone witk^Butfer^ ^Sti^ 
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George Staunton brdereil tea and cbfiee, 
which wefe brought by his valet, and then, 
after considering with himself for a minute^ 
asked bis guedt whether he had lately heard 
fr<Mn his wife and family. Butler, with 
sottie surprise at the q^fesf ion,, replied, '« that 
he had^recriVed no letter for some time ; 
his ""Wife was a poor pen-woman.'*^ 

« TheiT,^* said Sir George Staunton, " 1 
am the first to inform you there has been 
an imr^6u of ' your ' qaiet premises since 
you left ^ttie^ My wife, whom the Duke 
of Argyle'hadthe goodness tapermit to use 
RodeiMadi-Lodge^ wfaSe 6he was spend* 
mg some weeks in yoat couutry, has saltiedE 
itcfcoft^ and takea tip 'her quarters in the 
Mana^f a^ cdie says, to be lieaset the goats^ 
whoieteiik she is usii^ ; but 1 believe, in- 
rdklhy, becitoite iht prefers Mrs ButlerV 
company to that of tfa^ redpe<:table gentle-' 
man* who abts a^ sefnescliiil on the Duici^'s. 
diMnaifis.'^ 

Mr Butler ^ haE Often heard t^e Tate. 
Dtike and the prescdit S|feak with high re- 
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spect of Lady Staunton, and ly^ ^^PfiJ i^ 
his house could accoqamodate^y friend of 
theirs — it would be but a very slight ac- 
knowledgment of the many favoiira.he owed 
them/' 

, . / « ^ • # ■ 

*< That does not make Laidy Staunton 
and myself the less pblijgped to your hospji^k 
tality, sir,"* said. Sir George^ ^ «« May I 
enquire if you think of returning home 
soon?" ^ . . 

" In the course^of two daysy'^ M^ B^ 
said, <* hi^ duty in the Assemblji^ iRromld 1^ 
ended; and the other matters he had in 
town being all finishedj, he was desirous dT 
returning to 0arnbartof3i3|^ire as soo^ ^ i^, 
^oqld-r-but he W3f5 uiidff .the jBf C|^^ of 
transporting a confiderahle ,sum in, bill^ 
jand money with him> and therefore .w|§^^ 
to Iravel in ,com|^ny with, one. os tjf^fii 
hai %e|hren of the c%^^". \ ] . / J 

*• My escort wjU be more iafi^*', uid Sic. 
George Staunton/ '< and I think of s^t^f^f}^ 
to-morrow or next day .-^If you will give foe 
^e pleasure of your company I i^j|](|n 



r* 



THE HEART OF MD3-JL0TH1AK. 327 

dertake to deliver you ind your charge safe 
at the Manse, provided you will admit me 
along with you.** 

Mr Butler gratefully accepted of this 
proposal ; the appointment was made ac- 
cordingly , and by dispatches with one of 
Kr George's servants, who was sent for- 
' ward for the purpose, the inhabitants of 
the Manse of Knocktarljtie were made ac- 
quainted with the intended journey ; and 
tHe news rung through the whole vicinity, 
*^ that the minister was coming back wi' a 
braw English gentleman^ and a* the sil- 
ler that was to pay for the estate of Craig- 
sture-'* ' 

'This sudden resolution of going to Knock- 
farlitte had been adopted' t>y Sir George 
Staunton/ in consequence 6f the incidents 
"iJf the evening. In spfte of his present 
consequence, he felt he had presumed too 
&r in venturing so near the scene of bis' 
former audacious acts 6f violence, and he 
Itnew, from past experience, the acuteness 
•f a man like Batoliffe^ too wdl agiun to 
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encounter him. The next two days iie* 
kept his lodgings^ under pretence of indis- 
position, and took leave, by writing, of his^ 
no.ble friend, the High Commissioner, ah 
leging the opportunity of Mr Butler's com- 
pany as a reason for leaving Edmbui^h^ 
sooneif than he had proposed. He had a. 
long conference with his agent on the sub* 
jeci of Annaple l^ilaou y. ^d the profea* 
stonal gentlenfian, who was the agent alsor 
o£ the Argyle &mily, had directions to col^ 
lect all the informatton which Ratdiflfe oi^ 
others might be able to obtain conoferniiig; 
the fate of tiiafc w^fkian and theruQfbrtutiaCe 
child, and, so sson aa any thing transpired^ 
which. ^had the least app^aran^e of befttg' 
inportant, that he should send an exprims- 
yn^ H instantly to Knocktarl«lit. IS^fle 
jjtetructioBs were backisd wjth a deptsU 4l6 
qsopey, and a[ rl?q^es4; tl»t ,bo eifpeoee 
i|adght;be spared ; so that iSir Gi^orge SUuiM 
tofk had little reason t<]h apprehend nc^- 
gence on the part of *he persons entrusted' 
ipdith the cpmmtssiocu 



company, :was attended.witb more plwimsey 
even tp. Sir George Staunton, than be had 
, ventured to e;!ipect. His heart Ughlened 
in s^ite of hioiself when ^ej lost rsight of 
l^inburgh ; and the easjrj sen^ble ccmver- 
sation of Bjat^ ww ;w41 circulated ta 
.withdraw his thoDght3 from. paioM refiec- 
tions* He even began to think whether 
th^rei could, be nmch diiUfulty in : removing 
Ms wife's Qonm^QtiMia tto.ithe Rectory of 
WiUii^gtom 4 it w^^ only on; his part : pro* 
^ouni^ jSOBie still better preiferment for the 
pipp^nt int^umbentf and on Bntler'ls, that 
M should take ordera according to the Eng- 
J^sb cimrch, to which he could not eonci^ve 
^ possibJiUty of his making otgiection, and 
then he had. them residing under his wing. 
^o. doubt there was pain in seeing Mrs 
Bu^r^ acqnaintedi as. he. knew Imv to be^ 
WiiAi the iull truth of . his evil history- 
Slut then her s^lencey though he. had no 
resm>n to complain of ber indiscretion hi; 
t^ierto, twfs atiUrmore.iihsdntely ensured. 
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It would keep his lady, also, both' in -good 
tamper and in more stiti^cition^ fdt cAie Was 
sometioies troublefiome to bim, by iosistibg 
on remftioing in town whet) hte desired to 
retire to the country, alleging the total 
want of sodety at Willibgham; '^^ Madaro, 
your sister is there," would, he thought, 
foe a sufficient answer to this ready argu- 
ment* * . * " 

He sounded Botler on tlfis' suli^t^ ^Ic- 
ing what he woatd thi^k of an Eiigli^h fi- 
ving of twelve huQditd pOiniKfeyeariy^ w)1^ 
the burthen of i^ording bis company nilw 
and then to a neighbour whose health wa9 
not strong, or his spirits equal. ^ Se 
might meet,*" he said, ^* occasiofi^dtty^ a 
very learned and accomplished genllemaDi 
who was in orders as a Catholic priest, but 
he hoped that wouh} be no insurlnduirtaMe 
objection to a* man of his Hberality <^^^n- 
iiment. What," he said, ^ ^ovM Mr But- 
ler tbink of as an answer, if the 6£fef sbdl^ 
lie made to him ?* - * ^* 

■^ SAmpfy that I coidd not accept jof itf"* 
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said Mr Butler; ^^ I have no mind to en- 
ter, into tbe varioiis debates between the 
churches j but I was brought up in mine 
own, have received her ordination, am sa- 
tbfied of the truth of her doctrines, and 
will die under the banner I have enlisted 
to.'' 

«« What may be the value of your prefer- 
ment ?" said Sir George Staunton, <^ unless 
I . am asking an indiscreet question." 

*' Frobably one hundred a-year, one year 
with another, besides my glebe and pasture- 
gnmnd.'^ 

. ^ And you scruple to exchange that for 
twelve hundred a»year, without alleging 
s^iy. damning difference of doctrine betwixt 
the two churches of England and Scot- 
land?' 

<^ On that, sir, I have reserved my judg- 
ment ; there may foe much good, and there 
are certainly saving means in both, but every 
man must act according to his own %hts.^ I 
hope I have done, and am iq tb<e course of 
doiii^ my Master's. wQr)c in this {{igUand 
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parish ; and it would ill become me, for the 
sake of liicre^ to leave my sheep in the wil^ 
derness. ^ fint, even in the temporal view 
which you have tikexk of die matter, Sir 
Grtorge, this hundred pounds a-year of sti- 
pend bath fed and dothed us, and left ns 
nothing to wish for ; my father.in4awra' 
succession, and other circumstances, have 
adided a small estete of about twice as much 
more, and how we are to dispose xif it I do* 
not know— ^ I leave it to ycon, sir, tothittk 
if I were wise, not having tlie wish or op* 
porlunity of spending three hundred a-year,. 
tft covet the possession of four times that 

slim.** ' : 

•^ This is philosophy,"^ said Sir George ; 
<^ I have 'heard of it, but I never saw ic be- 
fore.*^ 

* << It is common sense,*^ repK^' Butler^ 
«^ which «aceords witfaP phikisophy and reH- 
gion mwe frequently than pedaQts or zeal^ 
ots are apt to adflrit" 

' Sir Gkorge turned the subject, and didi 
not a^in resume it Although they tra^* 
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veited in Sir QemgtfB chftrioti lie seemed 
miBUch fiitigiied with the motsooy that it 
^pas neeessaiy fbrhim to xei^ain for a day 
at^a small town called Mid^^Gfllder^. which 
was theur first stage from Edihbufgh. Ofauk 
gow occupied another day, so slow were 
tiieir motions* 

They travelled on to Dumbarton, where 
ihcy had resolved to leave the equipage^ 
and to hire a boat to take them to the shwa 
near the Manse^ as the Gare-Iioch lay be- 
twixt them and that pointf besides the ifat- 
possibility of travelling in that district with 
wheeUcarriages. Sir George's valet, a man 
of trusty accompanied them, as also a ibofc- 
man $ the grocnns were 1^ with the car* 
riage. Just as this arrangement was 'COm^ 
pkted» which was about four o'clock in 
the aflernoon^ an rapress arrived from Sir 
Gorge's agent in Edinburgh) with a packet^ 
which "be opened and f e^ with gieat at^en^ 
tfon, appearing much interested and agitai 
ted by the contents. The packet bad been 
di^at<^ied veiy" soon after tbeir leaving 
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iBdinbui^h, but the messenger had mtiseii 
the travellers by passing through Mid^Cal^ 
der in the night» and over-shot his eatamd 
by getting to Roseneath before them. He 
was now on his return^ after having wattl- 
ed more than four*and*twenty hours. Sir 
George^ Staunton instantly wrote back an 
answer, and rewarding the messenger libe-^ 
raUy» desired hjm not to sleep till, he pli>* 

eed it in his agent's' hands* . .: 

At length they embarked in the boat» 
which had waited lor them, some tinte» 
During their voyagej which was slQ|Hr» font 
they were obliged to row .tb$ whole vaj^ 
and often against the tide» Smt George 
Staunton's enquiiies ran chiefly on the sub. 
ject of the Highland banditti who had ib^ 
Iest6d that country, since the year 1745. 
Butler informed him that ipany of them 
were not native Higblaiidi^rs, butgypsie% 
tinkers» and other men ;0f desperate foi^ 
tunes, who hi^ taken advantage of the eoor 
fusion introduced by the civil war^ the gcs 
neral discontent of the mQiin$aine«i:i^ aad 
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the anseuled state oif police, to practise' 
their plandering trade with more audacity.- 
Sir George next enquired into their live^, 
thair habits, whether the violences which 
tfac]r committed were not somethnes atoned 
for by acts bf generotityi and whether ^ey 
did > not possess the virtues, as well as the 
vices, of savage tribes ? 

Butler answered, that certainly they did 
aomieUmes show sparks i>f generosity, of 
whfidx even the worst class of malefactors 
are a^om utterly div^ted ; but that thdr 
evil propensities were certain and regular 
principles of action, while any occasional 
Inmt of virtuous feeling was only a tran- 
sient impulse not to be reckmed upon, and' 
excited probably by some singular and un- 
ususd concatenation of circumstances. In 
discui^ingtliese enquiries, which Sir George 
purs9ed with an apparent eagerness that 
rather surprised Butler, the latter chanced 
to ipicntion the name of Donacha Dhu na 
Dunaighy with.Vtrbtch the: reader is already 
acq[UMnted# SirtGeorge caught the sound 
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i 

Up eagerlyi and m if it conveyed: particufor 
interest to hia ear» H6 made^thb most mi- 
nut^ enquiries concerning the man whom 
1)6 nientioned» thenumbier o£ his gang, and 
9ven ,tlieap{H&aran(^.oftbose who. belonged 
to iU Upon tHese points Butler coidd give, 
little answer. The. man faigulaname amobg. 
the lower class^ but lus. exploits were eonv 
sidera^j eSc^ggeratedl ; ^beiuid.idwayB doe 
or^ t.wo felio!W9 ^ith ttim| but never iaspioeci: 
to itbe command 6f above three orifiwo; , 
In ^ort, he: iinewlittk; about himviukdtiiie: 
small acc[uaintanc6he.had,.faad bym meiim 
hxdxned him to desise mor&; 

<^ Keventheless, I should: Ukeio see lum 
some of these: days/' 

*f That would be a dangaroiia meetings 
Sir George^ unless you mean: we are to see 
him receive: his deserts! £rom the law^ ai»l 
then it were a^mdancfiplyfane^'' * ' 

^ Vie ever^ tiam aeobrdiflg!'tv'fai»dei: 
'sert8» Mr Butler, and ^who^sball^ escape! ' 
whipping!? But I ata talking ridl^es to 
youi I ^11 explain them^miwe fbU jF to jiotf 
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mhen I have spoken over the subject with 

ilLady Staunton^-^-^PuU away« my Uds/' he 
added, addressing himself to the rowers.; 

. .**. the clouds threaten us with a storm." 
In fact, the dead and heavy closeness of 

. the air^ the huge piles of clouds which as- 
sembled in the western horizon, and glowed 

' like a furnace under the influence of the 
setting sun-r-^that awful stillness in which 
nature seems to expect the thunder-burst, 
as a condemned soldia* waits for the pla- 
toon-fire which is to stretch him oh the earth, 
all betokened a speedy storm. Large broad 
drops fell from time to time, and induced 

. the gentlemen to assume the boat-cloaks ; 

* but the i^ain again ceased, and. the oppres- 
sive heat, so unusual in Scotland in the et^d 
of May, inclined them to throw them aside. 

: '< There is something solemn in this d(- 

;lay of the storm,'', said Sir George; "it 

seems ^ if it suspended its peal till it sq- 

lemtiized some important event in the world 

below." . . / 

*\ Alas P replied Sutler^ : "what ;»rft we, 

VOL, IV. P 
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that the laws of nature ahoold correspOBd 
in their inarch with our ephemeral deeds or 
sufferings? The clouds will burst when sar< 
charged with die electric fluid, whether a 
goat is falling at that instant from the difi 
of Arran, or a hero expiring on the field 
of battle he has won." 

^<Th6 mind delights todeem it otherwise,*' 
said Sir George Staunton ; << and to dwell 
on the fate of humanity as on that which is 
the prime central movement of the mighty 
machine. We love not to think that we 
shall tnix with the ages that have gone be- 
fore us, as these broad black rain«drop8 
mingle with the waste of waters, making 
a ti^ng and momentary eddy, and «ie 
then lost for ever." 

« * Far ^evfir /— *we are not— we cafonot be 
lost for ever," said Butler,, looking Upward | 
^< death is tous cihaiige, iK»t;C<msumdiati6ii $ 
and the commencement of anew existettct^ 
cdrresponding in character to the deeds 
which we have done in the body." ' . ^ r •- 

While they agitated these grave subjects. 
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lo which tiie solemnity of the approaching 
atomi natiiraUy led thetn, their voyage 
threatened to be more tedious than they 
iiad expected^ for gusts of wind, which 
rose and fell with sudden impetuosity^ 
swept the bosom of the Firth, and innpe- 
ded the efibrts of the rowers. They had 
now only to double a small head-land, in 
order to get to the proper landing-place in 
the mouth of &e small river ; but in the 
irtate of the weather, and the boat being 
hravy, this was like to be a work of time, 
and in tSie meanwhile they mustJiecessKriiy 
be exposed to the storm. 

<* Could we not land on this side of the 
head-land," asked Sir George, ^< and so gain 
^me shelter <?' v" 

>Botlcff knew of no landing.place^ at least 
none affording a convenient or even prac* 
tieaMe passage up tberopks which sur* 
Titonded the shore; ^ 
' ^« Hiink again," said Sir George Staun« 
taia i ** the iitorm >iriH soon be viMent.'* • 



N 
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<^ Houtt ay/' said one of the boatmeo» 

•* there's the Caird's Cove ; but we dinna 

t^U the minister about it» and I am no 3ur€ 

if Z can steer the boat to it, the bay is sae 

^f\x* o' shoals £|pd sunk rocks/' 

• "Try/' , said. Sir George, «* and 1 will 

;give yotj hs^lta^guinea." , . 

^ ; The old fellow took the heim^ and ob- 

. served, •* that if they €Ould get in, thei^ 

: was a steep path yp from the beach, and 

hall^an- hour's. walk from thenoe to th^ 

, Mwse,^' 

" Are .y!Oij pure you* know the ^ayi? 

said Butler to the old man. 

*^l maybe kenn'd it; a wee better fifteen 

yeai^s syne, when Dandie Wilson wasifi the 

Firth with his clean-ganging lugger* X 

; mi^d. Dandie hffd a wikl young i^pigiiiher 

.wi'him» that they ca'd —~" 

fVlf you chatter so muqh/^ said Sir 

George Staunton, ^< yoi) will hi^ve the; bout 

.on the Grind8tpne-4)ring that wbiCt lock 

in a line with the steeple." ' . - 

11 
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^ By Gi— ,** said the veteran, staring» 
^ I think your honour kens the bay as 
weel as me. — Your honour's nose has been 
on the Grindstane ere now, Vm think- 

As they spoke thul they approached 
the little cove, which, concealed behind 
crags, and defended on every point by 
shallows and sunken rocks, could scarce 
be discovered or approached, except by 
those intimate with the navigation. An 
old shattered boat was already drawn up 
on the beach within the cove, close be- 
neath the trees, and with precautions for 
concealments 

Upon observing this vessel, Butler re- 
marked to bts companion, *^ It is impossi- 
ble for you to conceive. Sir George, the 
difficulty I have had with my poor people,' 
in teaching them the guilt and the danger 
of this contraband trade — ^yet they have 
perpetually before their eyes all its danger- 
ous consequences. 1 do not know any 
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thing that more effectually depraves atid 
ruins their moral and reHgious princi- 
pies,'* 

Sir George forced himself to say isome- 
thing in a low voice, about the spirit* of 
adventure natural to youth, and that un- 
questionably many would become wiser as 
they grew olden 

« Too seldom, sir," replied Butlen ^ If 
they have been deeply engaged^ and espe- 
pecially if they have mingled in the scenes 
of violence and blood to which their occu- 
pation naturally leads, I have observed,, 
that, sooRer or later, they come *ta aiv evil 
end. Experience, as well as Scripture, 
teaches us. Sir George^ that mischief shall 
hunt the violent man, and thait the blood- 
thirsty man shall boI live half .his days*^ 
but take my arm to help you ashdre." 

Sir George needed assistance, for he was 
/^onti^asting in his altered thought the diffe« 
rent fet^lings of mind arid frame with which 
he had formerly frequented the same place. 
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As they landed, a low growl of thunder 
was heard at a distance. 

<' That is ominous^ Mr Butler/' said Sir 
George. 

^* Intonmt lavum^i is ominous of good, 
Ihen/' answered Butler, smiling. 

The boatmen were ordered to make the 
best of their way round the headland to the 
ordinary landing-place ; the two gentlemen, 
followed by the servant, sought their way 
by a blind and tangled path through a close 
copsewood to the Mknse of Knocktarlitie, 
where their arrival was anxiously expected. 

lli^ sisters in. vain had expected their 
husbands' return on the preceding day, 
which was that appointed by Sir George's 
letter. The delay of the travellers at Cal- 
der had occasioned this breach of appoint* 
ment. The inhabitants of the Manse be* 
gan even to doubt whether they would ar» 
rive on the present day. Lady Staunton 
felt this hope of delay as a brief reprieve, 
ibr she dreaded the pangs which her bus- 
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band'is pride tamt undergo at meeting ^ith 
a sister-in-law, to whom the, whole of hia 
unhappy and dishonourable history was too 
well known. She knew^ whatever force or, 
constraint. he might put upon his feelings 
in public, that 8he herself must be doomed 
to 'see them display themselves in full vehe- 
mence in secret^^^cansume his health, de« 
stroy his temper, and render him at once, 
an object oi dread and compassion. Agaii^ 
and. again she cputipqed Jeanie to display 
no tokeue of recognition, but to receive him 
as a perfect stranger,-— and again and agaia 
Jeanie renewed her promise to comply with 
her wishes. 

Jeanie herself coul4 not fail to bestow au 
anxious thought on. the awkwardness of the 
approaching meeting ; but hec consciencct 
was ungalled— and then she was cumbered 
with many household cares of an unusual 
nature, which, joined to the anxious wish 
once more to see iButler, after an absence 
of unusual length, made her extremely de« 
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sirous that the travellers should arrive as 
soon as posmble. And«>^why should I dis^ 
guise the truth ?--^ever and anon a thought : 
stole across her mind that her gala dinner « 
had now heesk postponed for two days j 
and how fi^w of the dishiss, after every art 
of her simple cumne had been exerted to 
dress them» could with, any credit or pro- 
priety appear again upon the third; and; 
what was she to do with the rest ? — Upon 
this last snbgect she was saved the trouble 
of fitrther deliberation, by the sncUen ap*> 
pearance of the Captauiy at the head of 
half-a-dozen stoat fellows, dressed and arm- 
ed in the Highland Cushion. 

^< Ooot-morrow morning to ye, Leddy 
Staunton^ and I hope I hae the pleasdre to- 
seeye weeV— And goot-morrow to you, goot 
Mrs. Putler*-! do peg you will order some' 
victuals and ale and prandy for the lads,- 
for we hae peen mt on firth and moor sinte 
afore daylight, and a' to no purpose nei^* 
ther-— Cot tamn !" 

p 2 
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So saying, be sate down, pnshed back bis 
brigadier wig, and wiped bis head witb an 
air of e^sy importance ; totally regardless 
of the look of welUbred astoniskiment by 
which Lady Staunton endeavoured to- make 
hfan comprehend that he was assuming too- 
great a liberty* 

<^ It is some comfort^ when one has had 
a sair tassell,'' continued the Captain, -ad- 
dressing Lady Staunton, with an air of gal- 
lahtry, ^^ that it is in a fair leddy's service, 
or in the service of a gentleman whilk has 
a fair leddy^ whilk is the same thing, since 
serving the husband is serving the wift^^ aa 
Mrs Putler does, very weel know.*' 

** Really, sir,'V;said Lady Staunton, ««'a» 

you seem to intend this compliment for me» 

1 am at a loss to know what interest fiSr 

George or I can bkve in yoiir movements 

^is inoniing.'* * 

tkQ Cot tarii'n ! — this is too cnieJi my 
leddy — as if- it was hot py speciid exjirlsss 
from his Grace's honourable kgent and 
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oommissioner at Edinburgh, with a warrant 
conform, that I was to seek for and appre- 
hend Donacha dbu na Duna)gb> andpring 
him pefore myself and Sir G^eoi^e Staun- 
ton, that he may have his deserts^ that is 
to say, the gallows, whilk^he has doubtless 
deserved, py peing the means of frighten- 
ing your leddyship, asi weel as for some- 
thing of less importance." 

'< Erightening. me ?-' said her ladyship ; 
" Why, I never wrote to Sir George about 
my . alarm ^at . the water-falL" 

** Then he must have heard it otherwise ; 
for what else can give him sic an earnest 
tesire to see this rapscallion, that I maun 
ripe t^e baill mosses and m^irs in the coun- 
try for him,i as if I; were to get somethings 
for. finding him, when the pest o't img|it pe. 
a>palL througti my prains i^ 
• ^^ Can it be really true, that itis oaSic 
George'3 wcoont that you .have been at- 
tempting to apprehend this fallow ?"* , 

<^ Py Cot, it 13 fo];,09^)0tlier cause tbati^ 
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know than his honour's pleasure ; for the 
creature might hae gone on in a decent 
quiet way for mei sae lang as he respect it 
the Duke's pounds — put reason goot he 
suld be ta'en, and bangit to poot» if it may 
pleasure ony honourable shentleman, that* 
is the Duke's friend-^Sae I got the express 
over night, and I caused warn half a score 
of pretty lads, and was up in the morning* 
pefore the sun, and I garr^d the lads take 
their kilts and short coats.'' 

^* I wonder you did that. Captain," said 
Mrs Butler, ** when you know the act of 
parliament against wearing the Highland^ 
djress.* 

^< Hout-touty ne*er fatih your thumb, IMbis 
Putler— The law is put tv^tbcee years 
auld yet, and is ower young to ^e come 
our length % and peeidefij^ %4»^ is the lads to 
climb the praes ^i' th^ t»ltaned bffe^^s 
on them ?<^it mkkes In^Hsiefe-to see them^»«»* 
Put ony 'how, I ttiought fkeptf-d DonachaV 
haimts gay and we^l, ^nd I ^ait a1t the 
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pkce where he had rested yesfxeeki } for I r 
saw the leaves the limmers bad lain oil#) 
and .the ashes of them ; by the same token • 
there was a pit greeshoch purmng yet* I r 
am thinking they got some word out o' the ^ 
island wlmt. was intended-— I sought every ( 
glen and cleuch» as if I had been deer-stalk* • 
ing, but teil a waff of his coat-tail could I 
see-^Cot tamn !f' 

^ He'll be away down the Frkh to Cow^ . 
al/' said David ; and Reuben, who had 

M 

been out early that morning a^tautting, ob- 
served, ^' That be had seen a boat making 
fw.the Caird's.Cove,'* a place .well known * 
to the boyst though their less advcQturoua 
father was ignof tot of its existence.' 
. ^^ ¥^ Cot," srtidPuiMJan, V then I wiU.at»y ^ 
h^ce.Qo }ofiger than to trink thia veiy bora . 
^ij^vs^y and wat^r, iSc^r ifeii; v^ possible: 
t)^y witf.p^ in. the wQod^ Doaacha'saelewf 
vsefQllj^Wf. andjimype tbioka it.p6$ito sitr 
m^ti jtb« .^biridey when the lutu reeks. . He t 
tboin^ naebody .wouM . look fyt^hm. tm/ 



/ 
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near hand. I piBg your leddyship will ex- 
cuse my apriipt departure^ as I will return 
fCHthwitby and I will either priiig you Do- 
nacba in life, or else his head, whilk I dare * 
to say will be as satisfactory. And I hope- 
to pass a pleasant evening with your^Ieddy^- 
ship; and I hope to have ^line^ revenges on 
Mr-Pittldr at packgammon, for the four 
pennies whilk he won, for be will pe surely^ 
at home soon, or else he will have a wet . 
journey^ seeing it is apoutto pe a soBd.*^ . 
' Tbtts^ sayingff with many scrapes and> 
bowsi and apologies for leaving then^^ 
which were very readily received, and re^ 
iterated' assurances of his speedy return^ 
(of the sifioerity whereof Mts Butler- enter- 
taiiied no doubt, so ^ng *a6 her best grey^ 
beard of brandy was upoft dtity,) Duncan- 
left the Md^nse^ collected his ffrflowers, and * 
began to scour the close and entangled^. 
wood'Whiqb^lay betwei^ the little g^tenand^^ 
the Caird^s Cove. Dayid, . who was a fa- . 
vouri«e with the Csiptaki, . on accooitf oP 
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his spirit and courage, took the opportuni- 
ty of escaping, to attend the investigations 
of that great man. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



I did tend for thee. 



• «««•««• 
That Talbot's name might be in thee revived, 
When sapless age, and weak unable limbs. 
Should bring thy father to his drooping chair. 
But, — O malignant and ill-boding stars S — 

FifWt Part of Henry the Sisth. 

Duncan and his party had not proceeded 
very far in the direction of the Caird's Cove 
before they heard a shot, which was quickly 
followed by one or two others. " Some 
tamn^d villains among the roe^deer," said 
Duncan ; ^* look sharp out, lads/' ai 

The clash of swordjs was next heard, and ' 
Duncan and his myrmidons hastening to tlie 
spot, found Butler and Sir George Staunton's 
servant in the hands of four ruffians. Sir 
Greoi^e himself lay stretched on the ground, 
with his drawn sword in his hand. Duncan^ 
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vfho was as brave as a liont instantly fired 
his pistol jaX the leader of the band, un- 
sheathed his sword, cried out to his men. 
Claymore ! and run his weapon through the. 
body of the fellow whom he had previously 
founded, who was no other than Donacha 
dhu na Dunaigh himself. The other ban- 
ditti were speedily overpowered, except- 
ing one young lad, who made wonderful 
resistance for his years, and was at length 
secured with difficulty. 

Butler, so soon as he was liberated from 
the ruffians, ran to raise Sir George Staun- 
ton, but life had wholly left him. 

** A creat misfortune,?' said Duncan; 
<* I think it will pe pest that I go forward 
to intimate it to the coot leddy. — Tavie, 
||y dear, you hae smelled pouther for the 
^rst time this day — take my sword and 
hack off Donacha's head, whilk will pe 
coot practice for you against the time you 
may wish to do the same. kindness to a li- 
ving shentleman — or hould, as your father 
does not approve, you may leave it alonej^ 
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as he will be a greater object of satisfaction 
to Leddy Staunton to see him entire ; and^ 
I hope she will do me the credit to pelkve 
that I can afenge a shent]pman's plood fery^ 
speedity and welL" 

Such was the observation of a man too 
much accustomed to the ancient state of 
manners in the Highlands, to look upon 
the issue of such a skirmish, as any thing: 
worthy of wonder or emotion. 

We will not attempt to describe the 
very contrary effect which the unexpected, 
disaster produced upon Lady StauntODy 
w4ien the bloody corpse of her husban^ 
ivas brought to the house, where she ex-i 
pected to meet him alive arfd wclL AIL 
was forgotten, but that he was the lover 
of hjer youth ; and whatever, were his fau||||. 
to tl^e world, that he had towards her exhi- 
bited only those that arose from the inequa*- 
tityof spirits and tempery incjkient to a si- 
tuajtion of unparalleled difficulty. In the- 
vivacity of her grief she gave way to all the 
natural irritability of her temper ^ shrtefe. 
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followed shriek, and swoon succeeded to 
B^oon. It required alljeanie's watchful af- 
fection to prevent her from making known, 
in^ese paroxysms of affliction, much which 
it was of the highest importance that she 
should keep secret 

At length silence and exhaustion suc- 
ceeded to frenzy, and Jeanie stole out to 
take counsel with her husband, and to ex- 
hort him to anticipate the Captain's inter- 
ference,. 'by taking possession, in Lady 
StaihitcMi's name, of the privite papers of 
her deceased husband. To the utter asto- 
iiiibmeht of Butler, she now, for the first 
tune, explained the relation betwixt herself 
and Lady Staunton, which authorized, nay, 
demanded, that he should prevent any stran-. 
I^rfrom being unnec^sarily made acquaint- 
ed with her family affairs. It was in such a 
crisia that Jeanie's active and undaunted 
habits of virtuous exertion were most, conl- 
spicuous. While the Captain"^ attention 
was 1^1 engaged by a prolonged Tefresh- 
rnent^ and a \^y tedious examination, in 
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Gaelic and English^ of ail the prisoners, 
and every other witness of the fatal trans- 
action, she had the body of her brother- 
in-law undressed and properly disposed.--<« 
It then appeared, from the crucifixi the 
beads, and the shirt of hair which he wore 
next his person, that his sense of guilt had 
induced him to receive the dogmata of a 
religion, which pretends, by the macera- 
tion of the body, to expiate the crimes of 
the soul. ' In the packet of papers, which 
the express had brought to Sir George 
Staunton from Edinburgh, and which But- 
ler, authorized by his connection with the 
deceased, did not scruple to examine, he 
found new and astonishing intelligence, 
which gave him reason to thank God he 
had taken that measure. 

Ratcliffe, to whom all sort of misdeeds 
and misdoers were familiar, instigated by 
the promised reward, soon found himsdf 
in a condition to trace the infant of these 
unhappy parents. The woman to whom 
Meg Murdockson had sold that, most un« 
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fortunate child» had made it the compa- 
, nioii of her wanderings and her beggary, 
until he was about seven or eight years 
old. ^when» as Ratclifife learned from a 
.companion of hers, then in the Correction- 
house of Edinburgh^she sold htm in her turn 
to Donacfaa dhu na Dunaigh* This man, 
. to whom no act of mischief was unknown, 
was occasionally an agent in a horrible 
trpde tb^n. carried on betwixt Scotland and 
America, for supplying the plantations with 
serVan^, by means of kidnappings as it 
rWM termed, both 'men and women, but es* 
^eially children under age. Here Rat- 
cUffe lost sight of the. boy, but had no 
i^OUbt that Donacha Dhu could give an 
laccount of him. The gcpstleman of the 
.law, so oftffli mentioned, dispatched there- 
.•fore an express, with a letter to Sir Greorge 
.Staunton, and another covering a warrant 
^or. appreh&amon of Donacha, with in- 
rfltructions to the Captain of Knockdunder 
dbfr ex^ bis utmost energy for that purpose* 
I FlQBsessed of this information, and with 
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a mind agitated by the most gloomy ap-- 
prehensions, Butler now joined the Cap- 
tain, and obtained from him with some di£- 
ficuhy a sight of the examinations. These^ 
with a few questions to the elder of the pri« 
soners, soon confirmed the most dreadful 
of Butler's anticipations. We give the heads 
of the information without descendteg into 
minute details. 

Donacha Dhu had indeed purchased E^ 
fie's unbaf^y child, with the -purpose or 
selling it to the Ammcan traders; 'whoiti 
he had been in the habit of supplying witii 
human flesh. . But no opportunity occur- 
red for some tine ; and the hay, who tvw 
known by the nanke of ** Hie Whistla,** 
made some, impression on the heart and 
ili^ctiOBs even of this rude ^ savage^ per* 
l^aps because be saw' in* him flashes of ii 
'Spirit as; fierce and vindictive as his owm 
"Wh^ Doaacfaa ly^ruck or threatened him 
«<-*fl very common occuh'eiioe<*— he did^ not 
answer with complaints and lentreatiesiike 
other children^ but with oaths and efforts 
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at revenge— be had ^1 the wild merit, 
too, by which Woggarwolfe's arrow-bear- 
iDg page won the hard heart of his master ; 

Like a wild cub> rear'd at the ruffian's feel, 
>He could say biting jests, bold ditties sing, 
And quaff his foaming bumper at the board. 
With all the mockery of a little man.* 

In short, asDbnachaDhu said, the Whist* 
ter was a born imp of Satan, and Ihertfwe 
he ^should never leave him. Acc^dingly, 
from his eleventh year forward, he wai» one 
of the band, and often engaged in acts of 
violence* The last of these was more im« 
m^e^iately occasioned by the lesearchea 
iifhich the Whistler's real father made, af- 
ter him whom he was taught to consider 
il9 such* Donacha Dhu^s fears had beea 
for some time excited by the strength of 
the, means which began now to be employ- 
^, against ..persons of his description. He 
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(Was sensiUe he existed only by the prcGa- 
•Tious indulgence of his namesake, Duncan 
io£ Knockdunder, who was us^d to boast th^t 
he could put him down or string him up 
whea he had a mind. He resolved to leave 
the kingdom by mean^ of one of those 
sloops which were engaged in the traffic of 
his old kidnapping friends^ and which was 
about to sail for America ; but he was de- 
sirous iirst to strike a bold stroke. 

The ruffian's cupidity was excited by 
the intelligence that a wealthy English^ 

. noan was coming to the Manse-r^he had nei- 
ther forgotten the Whistler's report of the 
gold he had seen in Lady Staunton's purse, 

.nor his old vow of revenge against the 
minister ^ ^ and, to l)ring the whole 'to 'a 
pointy he conceived the hope of appro- 

/ priating the money, which, according to 

^ • - 

thp general report of the country, the mi- 
nister was to bring from Edinburgh to piay 
for his new purchase. While he was co6- 
"Bidering how he might best accompUslrhis 
purpose, he received tie intelligence from 
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tme qa^tir, that the vissei lA 'whicli> he 
proposed to Bail, was to sail immediAtely 
from Greenock; fcdm anQther, tfaat,UM». 
minister and a rich l^tglidh . lord; wUbi a 
gt^t many tbousand ponrids^ were ejupept- 
ed the next evening at the Mabse ;. and 
from a third, that he must consult his 
sajSsty by leaving his iwdinary : haunts a9 
s6o» as possible, for that the Captain had 
dii^dered out )a party to scoor the glens Sov 
kirn at liredc of day. Donicha laid his 
ptaits with prompt^tiide and decision. He 
^fa^ed wsth the Whistler and two others 
ctf* his gang, (whom, by the bye, . he.meapt 
to sell to 'the kidiiapt)fMr9,) and. stft sail 
f^ the Caird's Obi^e^ £De latekuitd toJu«k 
tUih^t-Mtni the Woodadjoiaing to thia 
ldabe,'Whibh he lihougU; waa too Mart^e 
haibitiiti&n )itf men* tnt «kcite the.sti^cioa 
of Duncan Knock, theh bseak into Bfiikor's; 
p^ate^l habitatiiyKD, ahd 4es^:af:(»iGeVbis 
aj^petite fbr pluader Midi ranren^e. Wb^a 
his villainy Waft aiicocnpMsbed, Us. bPrt was 

VOL. IT* Q 
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to convey hhn to the vessel^ which, aoeord^i^ 
ing to previous agreemeiit with the master^ 
was instantly to set saiL ; 

This deiqp^rate design would prcdiably 
have succeeded, but for the rufikns being 
discovered in their lurkii^-place . by Sir 
George Staunton and Butler, in their acci* 
dental walk from the Caird's Cove toward^ 
the Manse. Finding himself detected^ and 
at the same time observing that die servapit . 
carried a casket, or atrong-bax» Dooacha 
conceived that both hk prize and his yic^ 
thus were within his .power, and attadeed 
the travellers without hesitatipn. Shots 
were fired and sworda drawn oni)eii& sides ; 
Sir George Staunton ^offered the bravest; 
resistance, till be iell, as. there .we^ .too 
much mscm to believe, by the hand.pf a 
son, so long sought, and now at teng^h sa 
unhappily discovered^L k . .,• . i _ , 

WfaUe Butler was ball^iatiintted iwitb . this 
intd%eiice, the ho«rse vmce of Knock* 
dunder 4Klded to fain coosterairi»oii«r ... i . 
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"' ^'^'I wffl take th6 lipcrty to take down 
the peB-ropes, Mr Patlelr, as I must pe ta- 
king order to hang these idle people up to- 
morrow morning, to teach them more con- 
sideration in their doings in fnture/' * 

Butler entreated htm to remember the 
act abolishing the heritable jurisdictions, 
and that he ought to send tliem to Glas- 
gow or Inverara, to be tried by the Curcuit* 
Duncan scorned the proposal. 

•'The Jurisdiction Act,** he said, ^ had 
nothing to do put with the rebels, and spe- 
cialty not with Argyle^s country, and he 
^ would hang the m^n up all three in one 
' TOW before coot Deddy Staunton's windows, 
which would be a creat comfort to her in 
the morning to see that the coot gentleman, 
' tier husband, had been' suitably afenged/' 
*- Andihe utmost leogtl^ that Butler's most 
earnest entreaties couM prevail; was, that 
he woiild reseirvc *• the twa pig carles for 
ihe circuit, but as for him they oa'd the 
Fustier, he should try how'be oouldfnstle 
In a swinging tow» for it suldna be said that 
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% 

:fi 9benU^iiia«» i^eii4:ta the Dipke, wn«idll- 

ed'ln his dciwtffi^aiid.ins: people 4idf^ 

tedce lat least twa lives for anc^." 

• Butler entfeated him^to spare ^he yicttm» 

for his sottPs sake* Sot Kiipck4im(ler an- 

8irerfd» << that ^e soal "of sik^ « «ptiniiiiad 

bead Umg the teffl^s property^ a»ditjbat,Co^ 

iamB f lie was determined to>gif itbe t^fil hd 

.due.*^ ' ■'■:''■ ■ , t , ■ "-.1 '.., . .. 

All persuaihloii vminyj^ aod^Xhimn^i 

isslied'his ntandate for exeoiitfjon 'pii> the 

succeeding tuoratng. . 1%e r<?):iUd of gu8t 

'dhd miseiy was s^ant^ ^j/fk Ihb, coiiapf. 

'Mons^ strofagly pto^Hii^ds wd ;Cftnfm]^^ 

,to a s^afate vou^y of ^eh tii^ Captaia 

r&ept the Isey^ ^ Z: 

In the stleuee of ^ nfgHt> however, 

Mrs Butler bfose, resolved^ if possUiie, to 

;a(¥ert, at least to delay, the /»te wht^hung 

: iffet^im ikei^w, : «ap«cia$y if, upon con- 

versti^ with- htm, dtfe should s^; any hope 

' ef ht« beuig brought to abetter temper^. ^3he 

had a ma8ter*key that open€^ ^!¥7: Hf^ 

ia the hodse i and at nH^fii^||^r,^|a ^ 
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wu BtiU» ahe rtood before the eyes of the 
astonished young aavagOt as, hard-bound 
with cords, he lay, like a sheep designed 
for slaughter^ upon a quantity of the reliise 
of flax which filled a coracar in the apart- 
ment Amid features sun-burnt, tawny, 
grimed mth dirt, and obscured by his shag« 
gy hair of a rualed. black colour, Jeanie 
tned in vain to trace the Itkeness of either 
if^im.y%ry. handsome parents. Yet how 
cpuld she' r^yse. oampassiaa to a creature 
so youngiaiidso,wretcbed,-^so much more 
wretched than even be himself could be 
aware of» since the murder he had too. pro- 
bably committed with bis own band, but in 
which he had at any rate partic^te^, was 
in j&ct a parridde» She placed food on a 
tsdiile. AMr hiss, xaiaed him, and slaked the 
cords on JiimriAS, soasto peroiit him to 
feed.hiimelfn?. fie stretcbefl ^t his hands, 
stiU smeared «wilh. bloods perhaps that of 
his. father, and he ate voraciously and ffl 
silence. 
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' ^\ "What h yem&it imutte ^Nsaidiiieainr. 
by wdy 0f opening: the cmr^vraftioii. : 

« The Whifttle^'f- i , i ' 

<« But your Christian iuuDe» by. 
you wfere btpttaedf*:: . ; 

<^ I never was baptised .that I know 
I huve no other mamfe. than the WfaMier; 

^ Poor unhappy a'ba&domed la^i'^ 
Jeanie j ^ What ^ould ye do i£ ye could 
estiaf>e4*rom this plaeep iml/ifai^^ deaAb you 
are to die to-«iomm momkig P 

^« Join m* Rob Boyv or ^ S^nt 
More Ouneron/ (Mted fieebddteis at timt 
*tiiiiei)^aiid revenge Donablm's d««kh.oi^all 
andjundiy*'* 

^« O ye Chappy boy^'? aaift Jbanie» ^^ da 
ye ken wlvat wM} come o" ye Hdieai: ye die f^ 

•* I nball neiti^ feel eMidimr baager 
inbie,'' said the ydulh ddgi^di^ .; t 

<'to let him be ex&coti iii iUadiehdfta 
state of jnind would be to -destroy bailb 
body and sOul-HEmd to let bitti gan^ I dave 
not— what will be done ?«— But he ia iffy 
dster^s son— -my dwB nephew— our fleiA 

6 



cflOii M0pdUi4ktid til hMdi 'udd feet ai^ 
yerkpd «i %bt ^ bicnrdft ctf^^ ^tsmn.-^ 
Whistler, dc( the tfotds^hurt ;y^!i ?'' — » 
^ Veiy niucb,?' ^ 

<< But) if I tfere to ilicfcea t^tetU) you 
ii^m^ faaibi me ?^' ^ . ;. ^ > 

'<*' l#o^ i: would ^not-^you never tinned 
Wi^oraiine/* - 

** There nttty &e^ good i» hhnyet/' 
fought Jesftiie*-.'^ I wifl tty fa^ pfa^ with 
iiim* ■ \ . . . 

She cut hii bandsj^he stood uprights 
looked wtmd with- a kogh of : wild exultAr 
' tiofty oiapped has hmdi toglBtl»r» and isj^rung 
from the gfOUiiiS, »s if & tmhspoirt on* find* 
ing hiooi^elf at liberty; iHe kkiked M.wild, 
thit Jeanie tt^mbltid at i^^h^t ^ ka/tixiix^. 

^» Let ti^ ovAf^* mA the^youag eavstge.' 

€^1 wuflua, «pikhs !you p»ifai»''-i-^^ 
' «« Thsft 1*11 in Ae yoft |^d to hst i»/both 

^but*^ , ' -"^ • '■' •' "^ '- '■ -' •■*.'''■: 
He sd!zed the fitted ciindie^d' threw 
it among the fla'Xj whidi wab imttotly fn 
a^ame. Jtanie kreisituedr and tan out of 
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the tooiQ} the. .priBotier ruidied fist htt^ 
threw open a window in the pAssage^ jump- 
ed into the garden, sprung oyer.its enclo- 
sure, bounded through the woods like a 
deer, and gaiiijed the iseik8lH)je. Meantime, 
the fire was extinguished, but the prisoner 
was sought in vain« As Jeanie J^ept her 
own secret, the share she had in his escape 
was not discovered i' but they, leai^ied his 
fate some time afterwards—it waft as wild as 
his life had hitherto been. 

* The anxious enquiries of Butler at length 
learned that the youth had gained the ship 
in which his miaster, Donacha, had des^ned 
to embark. • But the avdrictoufr shipmaster, 
inured by his eHl trade to every species 
. of treachery, and disappointed of the rich 
booty which Donacha lAd proposed to 
bring aboard, secured the person of the fu- 
gitive, and having transported him to Am^ 
rica, sold him ^s a slave, or indented servant, 
.to a Virginian planter, jfkr up the coiintry. 
When these tidingi^ reached Butler, he. sent 
ever to America a sufficient suio to^redeeid 
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tiie lad froia9lavery» whh ifistxuctkins that 
measiMiew should be ifaken for ' improtii3g 
^h mind, .testeaioii^ his :evil.praptosttie$i 
•dlnd eneoaraging whatever good might ap- 
'pea^rinliis cb^sacter^. But this .aid came 
too late* '■ Tht ^obng man had headed a 
»<rohspiracy in >vbieh .his inhuman master 
"was put tor dedth, and bad theil fled id the 
'viext'tribe of wild Indians^ He was i^ever 
'4i>0re}ieai4^off atiA £k may therefore be pre- 
sumed that lie$v«d:aiid died aAer the man- 
ner of that savage peofde, with .whom his 
- previous ^l^abits' had. weli ^tted him to as- 
•^'^obi^te* -' .." I . . 

- '• A& iic^es of tfaei young man's refbrmd- 
Ax<m\}etoig tibwiended^i Mr and Mrs Butler 
f bought ' it could ' servQ . no purpose , to ex- 
' plain to ILady Staunton a history so full 
-bf Wrixs^r. ^ > IShe .remained their guest more 
'than 'd year, dfating the greater part of 
f wliieb petlod her gtifePwaa excessive. .In 
' tbe latter moritha, it assiraied the appear- 
ance of llstfessness^ and low o^irits^ .whidh 
the monotony of her sister's quiet establish- 
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inent afforded i no vmeasa of dissipatiojg^. 
Effie,' from her earliest' youth, was never 
formed for a quiet low content. Far dif- 
ferent froth her sister, she required the dis- 
sipation of society toxiivert her sorrow, or 
enhance her joy. She ieft the seclusion of 
Knocktariitie with liears of sincere aflfection^ 
and after heaping its inmates with all she 
could think of that might be. valuable in 
their eyes. Btit i^e did leave it, and when 
4he anguish of thb . parting was over, her 
departure was a relief to both sisters. 

The family at the Manse of Knocktarii- 
tie, in their own quiet happiness, heafd of 
the welLdowered and beautiful Lady Staun- 
ton Resuming her place in the fashionable 
world. They learned it; by more substam- 
tial<prop& ; lor David received a commis* 
sion, and as the military spirit of.Bible Bu|> 
ier seamed to have reived inhioH l|is;gpod 
l&ehaviour quahfiedlthe enyf <^f fiv<e hundred 
yoimg Highland cadets, *^ come of good 
houses," wko were astonished at the rapi- 
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dity, of his promotion Reuben followed 
the law, and rose more slowly, yet surely. . 
Euphemia Butler, whose fortune, augment- 
ed by her aunt's generosity, and added to 
her own beauty, rendered her no small 
.prizes 'married a Highland laird, who never 
ask^d the name of her grandfather, and 
was loaded on the occasion with presents 
from Lady. Staunton, which made her the 
envy of all the beauties in Dumbarton and 
Argyle-shires* 

After blazing nearly ten years in the fa* 
sliiqnable world, and hiding, like many of 
her compeers, an aching heart with a gay 
demeanour ;— after declining repeated o& 
fers of the most respectable kind for a se« 
cond matrimonial engagement. Lady Staun- 
ton betrayed the inward wound by retiring 
to the continent, and taking up her abode 
in the convent' where she had received her 
education. She never ,took the veil, but 
lived and died in severe seclusion, and in 
the practice of the Roman Catholic reli-. 



gk>ii» in att ito ISirmaA xibfierKUiees^ irigUi^ 
attji auftter^ics* 

- Jeaaieh^d so much of Uer fia^er's. spidt. 
as t^ sorrow bhti^ly for thtf apostacy, and 
Butter joined in 'her ngceU . *^ Ybtiai^ re* 
li^ooi however imper fqct,'' he said» ** was 
betfter than cold scepticism, or the hurry, 
ing din of dissipatioQ, which fills the ears of 
\torldting6, until they care for none of these 
tiiiiigst'* 

Meanwhile, happy in each other, in the. 
prosperity of th^ir fkiqily, and the lo^e and 
bcMiQur of all who knew th^oo^ this siaij^ 
pair lived beloved» -and diedlamen(ed« 
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^ RBADG9-^Tbis tale will iiofc be txM in 
vain, if it • shall be fi)ttad to illustrate, the 
^eat> truth, that gcnlt, though it majD attain 
temporal splendour, can never confer reai 
happiness } that the evH donsequences ci. 
our crinee tongtsurvive their comnMS^iap; 
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ii and, like the ghosts of the murdered, for 
ever haunt the steps of the malefactor; 
i and that the paths of virtue, though sel- 
i dom those of worldly greatne!5«, are always 
» those of pleasantness and peace. 
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VEnMy^ hy Jedediah Cleisbbotham. 
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Thus concludeth the Tale of " The 
Heart of Mid- Lothian/' which hath fill- 
ed more pages than'iic»(to«dw^ The Heart 
of Mid*»Lothian is now no more^ or ra- 
ther it is transferred to the extreme side 
of the city, even as the Sieur Jean Bap- 
tiste Poquetin hath it, in his pleasant co- 
medy called Le Mededn Malgre /tf i, where 
th<$ simulated doctor wittily replieth to a 
charge, that he had placed the heart on 
the right side, instead of the left, ^' Cda 
Halt mittefiM ainsi, mais kome avona dumgi 
tout eda!" Of which witty -spce e h^ if any 
reader shaU dcmwd^l^S ««^^ 
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only to respond, that I teach the Ftench 
as well as the Classical tongues, at the easy 
rate of five shillings per quarter, as my ad- 
vertisements are periodically making known 
to the public. 
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